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ael de facto accidiſſe vigente guerrg inter ciuitas 
c7 Zmole; dum quidam miles fuifſer captus ab 
-utonicozdediſſet eilibertatep:o mille Oncatis7 
ſub cus fide.qiret bononis ad ei afferendos il- 
aos nccreuerſus eſt ; na facta pace theutonicus 
ecunig 9 inedico.per doctring Bar.decidif Pn0 
des 4 puugto none ſerugnga bofti. Sed bene 
12 publica.dicit tamen -D.]Rapba.o armigerino 
de facto ſeruantcontrariti. [Pec ramen limita ct 
cge.fingu.1.ni 7 ſcruius.j. de nego.geft. vbigloſ, 
duo pmiſcrunt p20 tertio quiſect erat captiuus 
20 co fitpſenon reuerteretur; qpin talt caſurenc/ 
laz pſi bofti,7 ica limitatur ita regula in ifto ca 

08 paptenſes bic. Sed attcnde P1dblt 27 boſtt2 ſo- 
nde pzo p;omiſione ſocys facta obligatur: non 
Woltt recic.de bis pulcþ:1us inferius. Ynfertur ſe- 
Wc 0annito particularts perſona p:omiſit no ſunt 
bacratione p;obatur: quia bannitug baberur 
arts. .amifſione. $.qui deficiunt.j.de capt. dim. 
W" 0annito facererpacem 2 p2omitterct ei non 
We omiſto cfſer penalts;contrafaciendo non inci; 
ita Bald.in.l. iuris gentium.$.fi paciſcar. per 
tcmittatur bannyz polt p;omiſſions.ita Bar. 

WF fuir.dedolo. Barto.2 alij.1. qui ſeruni meren 
Wobliga.z.l.clegantcr. in kine.j. deprgno. actio. 
Wmna ci grauifſima int in big Accuratius dill 
di efſet, CÞdco cgo perpenſe animaquerten 
2ma concluſſone p:imo dubito unmo Þ boſki 
duce fiue a pziuato ſir ſcruanga. facto talem ra 
Wicutus ciuiratis ea amitrirque ſunt eciuſ des ct 
.depenis.Barto.declarat late 11.d.1.amiſo- 


milcare:c# ex infidijs captus efſet in 
derarcf ſe oper P2 


eectpue ct 
totius ſcnatus ſantio:e decreto, ſa ad Care 


tbagineredit:7 quide ad ſumm cruciath. in qua re auto:itas 
ſenatus plurimi ad noftri p:opofitii facit: ni ft frangere fide 
boſti fuiſſer ſolertia:vt docto ſenarus ſolertia que 
vtyirtus comendats :lpſeqz necqRomi 
ſeipſo p:luaſſet nec rtute ſolertt þoſts 
fallerc potutt cum id invirtute2 in patrig Tinrrozes 
Tin filios comiſir ter tudicatuz ct a ſcnar 

deza Qlalerio mario? a far. T ul.1n.q.de doloze,7 n.iy,off 
cl02lib.capitede foztitudine.'vbi ſentir 6 ſ, cus fecifſet ein, 
tuſte periurii 2 fide inboncſte 2 nuſte'tregiſſer. 
go tnrellectu3 Barto.z doct02um in iſto ter. 7 1b 
non fuit.non cfſe bonfi.de quo 7de int 

tra omncs doctozes canoniſtas 7 

adeo (plabeone 

fationts concly 

def 


m ara naturalem cquita 
C Szrrverius cognoſcamus  tuſti ſit in iſto articulo. US 


credo diftinguendi aut enim ego quid quod fit con © 
fra1ys militare aut 118 publich + talcm p:omſione obſcruare 
non tcneo2.aut p:omili allquid ad rem P2uata pertinens 4 ni/ 
bil obſtat quin 1d dcbeam obſeruarc banc docrr 
[Luurs gentium. 

faccre ci 
ni hue 6: E 
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ael de facto accidifſe vigente guerra inter ciuita- 

c7 Ymole; dum quidam miles fuifſer captus ab 

-utonicoTdediſſet eilibertate p20 mille ducatis7 
ſub cus fide.q ret bononis ad ci afferendos ils 
aros nec reuerius eſt; na facta pace theutonicus 
ecuntz 9 inedico.per doctring Bar.decidif q nd 
des 9 p:1uato non ct ſeruanda boſti . Sed bene 
18 publica.dicit tamen.d. ]Rapba. armigerino 
de facto ſeruant contrarifi. |Pec tamen limita ct 
cge.tingu.1.ni 7 ſcruius.). denego.geft. vbiglol. 
duo pmiſcrunt p20 ertio quiſccl erat captiuus 
20co fiipſenon reuerteretur: in talt caſu tencs 
143 tpſi boſti.7 ita limitatur ifſta regula in ifto ca 
ds paplenſes bic. Sed attende 1bi 2 boſttz ſo- 
nde pzo pzomiſſtone ſocys facta obligatur ; non 
Woſti rccit.de bis pulcb21us inferius. Ynfcrtur ſes 
We bannito particularis perſona p:onulit no ſunt 
bac ratione p;obatur: quia bannitug baberur 
atis.1.amifſione. $.qui deficiunt.j.dc capl. dimt. 
mbanmto faceret pacem 7 p2omitterct eſt non 
omifſto efſet penalis;contrafacicndo non tncl- 
ita Bald.1in.l. iuris gentium.$.fi paciſcar. per 
i emittatur bannuz polt p:omiſſione.ita Bar. 
W; fuit.de dolo. Barto.2 alh.l. qui ſeruuti meren 
Wobliga.7.l.clegantcr. in tine.j. de ptgns. actto. 
Wmna ci gramſima fint in bis accuratius dil 
di efſet. C Jdco cgo perpenſe antmaquerten 
2ima concluſione p:imo dubito ummo  bolki 
duce fiue a priuato fir ſcruanda. facto talemra 
Wicuius cuuratis ea amittit que ſunt eiuſdes ct/ 
de penis. Barto.declarat late 11.0.1.amuſto- 


- Fotrtuniysgarcia. 


milcare:c|i ex infidys captus efſet in apbzica.fide preſtitityt lis 
berarck ſe opera preſtaturuz vt captiut carthaginenſes ome 
liberarentur authi ipfiromeſeruirent:ſe quogz ad ſeruitutere- 
diturum:ctiqz roma poſtliminio effet rcucrſus 7ſuo ptecipue ct 


. totius ſcnatus ſanioe decreto. Fidei ſeruande cauſa ad Lars 


tbagineredijt:2 quide ad ſummiicruciatfi. in qua re auto:itas 
ſenatus plurimii ad noftrii p:opofitii facit: ni fi frangere fide 
boſt1 furſſer ſolertia: vt doctozes credunt. ſenatus ſolertia que 
vtyirtus comendats eft Arrilium excuſaſſer:ipſeqz nec omi 
ſe1pſo p:1uaſſet nec ſceipſum roma:quod fivirtute ſolertt boſts 
fallerc potutt cum id omilerit 7 invirtutee in patrii 2 invroze3 
7 infilios cdmiſit, Sedtfialiter iudicatuz cſt aſcnatu2ab co» 
de7a QUlalerio mario7 a Yar. Tul.in.q.de doloze.2 in.iy.offi 
ct02 lib.capite de fo:titudine.;vbi ſentir fi ſecus fecifſet tin, 
tuſteperiuri 2p fide inbonectte 2 intuſtefregiſſet \CÞ2* ..x 
go inrellectu3 Barto.z docto:umin iſto ter. 7 ibidem ad.o.F$. 
non fuit.non effe boni.de quo 7de intclligentia doli pluracon 
tra omncs docto2es canoniſtas 7 legiſtas reco:do: diſputaſſe 
adeo p labconemnonrecte dolum malti definifſe.gratia diſpu 
tationis concludebam. Seqdverio:ibus rationibus ettam cum 
defendebam.que quia a materia noſtre legis crtcra ſunt. ideo 
omitto. Sat eritintelligere  fidem frigere er13 boftt cfſet do 
lus malus.cuz id non liccat 2 fir contra naturalem equitatem. 
C_ Sz rt veriws cognoſcamus ( tuſti ſit in iſto articulo. Ego 

credo diftinguendii aut enim ego pzomiſi aliquid quod fit coft 
tra1us militare aut 118 publicft 7 talem pzomiſione obſcruare 
non tcneo2.aut pzomiſi aliquid ad rem puuati pcrtinens 7 ni- 
bil obſtar quin 1d dcbeam obſeruarc banc doctrind ſumpli cx 
Luuris gentium.in. $.fi paciſcar.j.cod.z boc babet ſummam ra- 
tioncm.nam nec miles turi militari poteſt p:cindicii faccre ct 
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CONCERNING A BOOK LATELY © 
bliihed by Chrritopher Lawne and others , againit 
the Engliſh exiled Church at 

Amiſtcrdam, 


ſine Chuzxch. 


PIE 07. 4 


My foule 15 among Lyons: Ilye among them that are ſect on fyre : even the 
ſouncs of men , vvhoſe teeth are fpeares and acrovves , ad 
their .onguea ſharp ſvyord. 


Eſa, yo. 6. 


E gxve my back vnto the ſmyters, & my cheeks to them that plucked off the 
hayre : I hid not my facc from {hame and {puting. 


* 


Mat. 10. t&4. 25. 


The diſciple 15 not above his maſter, nor the ſervant above h1s Lord, It is 
ynough for the dilciple that he be as his maſter 1s, and the (er- 
vait as his Lord. If they have called the maſter of 
the houſe Beelzebub, hovy much more 
them of his houl bold ? 
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The Preface to the Reader. 
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Hriſfian Reader, it is not anknowen, that 
when T homas White pubiiſhed his Book, 
called A Diſcoveric of Browniſme, (as 
> 7ow againe of late, Chriſtopher Lawne & 
UY otbers with him have done theirs ) that 
there was an Inquirie & Anſwer there. 
of written by the Paſtour of this Church,, wherein he fol. 
lowed the particulars from point ts point. In which regarde 
it may be thought leſſe needefull to write = thing 4- 
bout this latter Book, being of like matter and argument 
. with the other. Tet in ſome reſpedls, we have thought it 
ot amiſſe, now to give thee this ſhort advertiſement, and 
the few obſervations following , about the contents of this 
latter Book alſo, eſpectally about that ou of the diviſion 
made lately among us, andghe articles given out therea- 
bout. Concerning which there was not ſuch occaſion be- 
fore, eyther in that Anſwer to Thomas V Vhite , or in 
any other of our writings, to publiſh ſomewbat thereaboat, 
as there was about the other matters cateyned in this Book 
of theirs. CAnd therefore for thy better ſtay and informa- 
1Lon, « the advert fement following now grven thee about 
theſe thmgs: where they ave mave at barge ( though yet but 
briefly ) ſhoken of: Which thoz ſhalt do well to CO kder 
indifferently, and be not caried from the truth or againſt 
s: by any ſiniſter mcanes uſed ts that purpoſe, but remember 
what hath ben the lot of the truth and ſervants of God in 
all ages, Andas thy lover tothe Lord Ieſus Chriit , ſo (ct 
A 1j 17 Cþ- 


4 
it appeare in the imbracing of his truth revealed , and is. 


giving witneſſe unto the ſame. And the Loyd" our God in- 
creaſe in thyne hart, the riches of the full aſſurance of un- 
Cob z. 2, derſtandin to knowe the myſterie of Ged, even the father, 
and of Chrift, and to xeeyce in the faith and order preſcri- 
bed in his word. And be give thee to diſcerne thereof a 
rieht, that the entiſeing words of mans wiſdome , deceive 
thee not - but zoe to the layy aud to the teſtimonie , if 
they ſpeak not according to this vvord, it is becauſe 
there is no light in them. E/a.#.20. Somayeſt thos 
ſoundly judge of things that differ. And the 
Lord give thee underſtanding in all 
all things. 2 Tim.2. 7. 


: $ 
AN ADVERTISEMENT CON- 


ceming a Book lately publiſhed by Chriſtopher 


Layvne and others, againit the Engliſh cxiled Church 
ar Amſterdam, 


Hen it plcaſed the Lord Icfus to re- 
veale the vvord of his truth, unto the 
Gennles, by the miniſteric of 35 fer- 
yanrs the Apottles ,therc arote up al- | 
yerſarics to vyithitand the fame , and 
| ro abuſe his vvitneſſes thereof. V Vhe 
Paul and Barnabas yvere ſcnt forth by the Lord to 
preach the Goſpel to rhe nations, they coming to Pa- 
phus, the Deputie Sergins Paulus called them unto 
him, and dcſired to heare the yvord of God ; then Sa- 
than ſtirredup his inſtrument, Elymas, a talte Pro- 
phet and a ſorcerer, vvno vvithſtood them, & ſougiit 
to turnc avyay the Depurie from the fayth. #7, r3. 
6---70. | Thelikealiodid ſome of the leyyes at An- 
tiochia, yvho ſeeing the vyord of God to prevayle a- 
mong\t the Gentiles (and theni'defirous of further 
inſtructio therein) vyere full of enyic & ſpake againſt 
thoſe things, vvhich vverc ſpoken of Paul, contradi- 
ting & blaſpheming. ver.45. Like enemies did Paul 
again finde at Ephetus, of the Ieyves. For he having 
ſpokch boldly in their Synagogue for the ſpace ot 
three moonths , diſputing & perſyvading the things 
concerning the kingdome of God : then certaine ot 
the levves having thcir harts hardened, not onely dil. 
obeyed and beleeved not the vvord, but ſpake evill of 
that vyaic before the multitude. Ac. 19,9. 9. And 
manie other the like exiples of men oppoſing againſt 
the vyord of truth, and of haters & perſecutcrs of the 
profeſſors thereof might be ſheyyed, both out of the 
Scriptures and eccletiaſticall hiſtories, 


A iij And 


5 | 
Andas then it vyas, in the firſt openingof the light 
ro the Gentiles, that Sathan by his Miniſters vvith- 
ſtood the preaching thereof : ſo noyv fince that the 
Lord in metrcie hath diſcovered the man of ſinne, and 
cauſed his truth ( obſcured by the darke miſtes of Po- 
perie) againe to berevealed to us in theſc laſt tymes ; 
ſending his firſt, ſecond,and third Angels, to preach 
an everlaſting Goſpel to the that dyvell on the catth, 
that vyere overſPfead in Apoltalic vvith the errors & 
abhominations of the man of {inne : and to teach us 
to yvalke in the yvaies of God; calling us from the 
vvorship of the beaſt, and receiving of his marke, to 
keepe the commandements of God , and the faith of 
leſus xc. even novv alfo, I fay, have there riſen up 
enemies of all ſortes, to ſtoppe this yyaic of truth, & 
to reproch, vexc,and perſequute the vvitneſſes there- 
of. Forto paſle byall thoſe hard ſpeaches and un- 
godly deeds that have bene {ince & before the dayes 
of Luther againſt the SainQs and faith of Icſus;I vvill 
come to Our oyyne particular caſe and ſtate, vvhercof 
there be manie of us, that by experience can give teſti- 


 monie, yvhat hard meaſure vve have ſuſteyned for 


. Jer.18.18, 


the cauſe of Chriſt : anddo ſtill undergoe reproches, 
{clanders, railings againſt, and the like : as it cannot 
beunknovvyen ( eſpecially to our countrimen) vyhat 
vvchave borne at the handes of ſome of them , vvhoa 
have manic times & vyvaies ſmitten us vvith theix 
rongues : beſides all the other troubles and perſecu- 
tions ſuſteyned by us, to impriſonment, baniſhmeut | 
anddeath it ſelf. 

And vvhat is it for, but becauſe (according to the 
meaſure of grace, given usfrom above) vve have ſe- 
paratedour ſelyes fro ſuchcorruptions of Antichriſt, 
yyhcicin vye formerly ſtood; and doc vvalkg in the 

VVaic 


- 
vraic of the Lord revealed unto us cit or iis vvord, 
rvineſsing againſtall falſe vvaies and ceviſes of men 
brought into the Church for the viorlhip & ſervice 
_ of God, our defire and indevour being to ſtand and 
plead for that old and good yvaieof God,yyhercin all 
arc bound to vvalke. 1r.6.16. Foriftheoppoliti- 
on againſt us yvere onely and ſimply for ſinne, and 
through an hatred that ſuch men haye againſt tina1e, 
then vyvould they firſt begin vvith them telves , both 
to look to their ovvne tinnes and iniquities, and to 
take the like courſe againſt the {innes and tranſgreſli- 
ons of thoſe Churches and members thereof, vvhere 
novv they are, or yvhere ever they { hould be. 

But thus hath it pleaſed God to make us like in: bea- 
ring reproches and calumniations to his Sainas and 
xeopleof old, yyho feeling the burden therof ro be 
heavieand grieyous, complained unto the Lord, fay- 
ing : How lone ſhall the adverſarie _—_— ſhall the ene- 
mie bliſpheme thy name for ever? Pſal. 74.10. Anda- 
gaine, they utterforth their complaint, ſaying : Wee 
are 4 reproch to our neighbours , a ſcorne and deriſion to 
them that are round about us. Pſal. 79.4. And even 
this is our caſe, vyhoalſoare made areproch to our 
neighbours, a jeſt anda laughing ſtoek ro them thar 


are round aboutus; having our ſoules alſo ( as they 


had theirs)filled too full of the mocking of the vvyeal- 
thie, anddiſpitefulncs of the proud. Pſal..44. 13. and 

23.4 Sothatin reſpec hereof yye may complain 
 vvith David, vvho ſaid, 1 was a reproch amone-all myne 
enemies, but ſpecially among my neizhbours ; .and a feare 
fo myne acquarntance, who ſeeing mee in the ſtreets fled 
from me. Andagaine, 1 am become a #raunger-untomy 
Brother, even an aliant unto my mothers ſonnes. 1 became 


« proverbe unto them ,.and they:that ſante-in the gate ſpake 
againſt 


by 
anaini 127, iid the arunckards ſong of me. Pſal. 31.17. 
and&9->; oy "3 OY 

Andalthough our wicg Father do thus humble 
& chaſtitc us juttly for our linnes, yet doth he alſo in 
mercic cover them : and gives us novy to beare theſe 
iclanderous reports, of Schiſwoatibes and the like, for 
the teftimenie of his truth : In vvhich reſpeQ the. 
Lord indeed honoureth us. For our Churches cftate, 
and our conſciences do yvitnefle vyvithusand for us 
to God and men, that vve haye not yvillingly left any 
truth, orany ordinance of God, that yve had formcr- 
ly recciyed vvith others in our apoltate ſtanding , but 
are carctull to reteyne them all ( yvhart in us is) pur- 
gedfrom the corruptions that vvere mixed vvith the, 
in our former corrupt recciving of the. Neyther have 
vve made divition and offences contraric to the do- 
erine, vvhick vve have learned from the Apoſtles; 
but do yvalkein the auncicnt yvaicof the prminve 
Churches, keeping the ordinances, vyort hip, and or- 
cer of government, preſcribed by the Apoſtles, vvith- 
out the mixtureof Antichriſtia or other humane ad- 
ditions : And therefore unjuſtly are vve termed Sch!ſ; 
matikes. If itcan be ſhevved othervvile in any thing, 
letthe vvitnefies, the vvritings of the Apoſtles and 
Prophets be broughtſorth againſt us : and vve truſt 
yvcſhall through the grace of God yeceld thereunto . 
as vvc have ben carefull hitherto to ſhevy it forth in 
the redrefling of ſuch things as have ben obſerved a- 
mong, us toſ{yyarycany vyvaic fro the word of God, 
Greatare our txyals by men on all hands, yvhich vve 
ſuffer for our vyitneſle bearing of leſus , vviules be- 
{ides Our exile & other afflictions, {ome arc {peaking 
bitter and ſclanderous vvords againſt 1s, Yea and OUT 
ovyne neighbours ſpare us nor, and others allo ſhar- 

pet? 
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pen their pennes tO reprocil Us, andto:that endevyriiere. 
rochtu! books againtt us ; that yve may ſay vvith lira el, 

oy Lord had not bene 0a ory ſide, when 201 roſe Hp ATHaln,. 

s, they bi 4 fwallow. d us up quick, P| AE 124 1-3; 

Yet 1 theie reproches & hard de 1109S touched On: 
Felves.onely,and did not yvith all reacl1 rothe truth vhiclh 
vve vvirncfle; vve couldand vyould relt patiently, vvay- 
cng untill the Lordax enge our cauſe; &X vvould not once 
open our mouthes orſct our pennes to paper, to vVrite 11 
detence of our perſonall injuries: But feeing thus rogetiier 
vvith detrating of us, the truth of God comes to be repro- 
ched, and deſpitcd in this reſpect; if vvethould pale ove! 

theſe things altogether \ as i11ence, and not ſtand in dc- . 
tehce of the Lords caulte , vve might be arraigned julily as 
ouyinec of betraying his truth, & as menal hamed of Chriſt 
betore men : VVedarenot theretore herein be vvaniing 
to beare vvitneile to the vvord of truth, yvhen men thus 
labour the darkning thercot , and for the maintenance of 
their ovvne corruptions, do fct them telyes to fpeake and 
vvHre againtt the ſame. 

Of late there 1s come forth a pamphlet and ſclanderous 
book full of reproches , publilſhed by one Chriitophey 
Lawne and other his companions, In vyhich there are con- 
reyned ſundric things of divers forts. Some touching Out 
general] cauſe, about the Church of Engiand : ſome con- 
cerning the linging of Pſalmes uſcd among us : ſome 1- 
bout perſonal! matters, concerning divers of us & Oilers. 
iome touching a divitio made lately by diyers amog us, XC. 

Concerning our generall cauſe, although we have writ- 
ren often, and manic treatiſes thereabour, vyhich remain 
yerunaniyyered : yet ſeeing viearc here againe thus abi 

(ed about it ; and that not ouely by the p \erſons aforciuid, 

{ vuhich vve might berter paſſe by ) but by one C17. Rebert 


Park'y,v vhoſe eltimonic js here infertcd ; vye PUTPOIE 
BD th©xc- 
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therefore ( Godvvilling ) to vvrite in particuſar about his 
teſtimonie ; & ſo againe by this occaſion to publiſ h tome. 
vyhat more about that our cenerall cauſe aforeſaid : al. 
though for thepreſent vve have both ſome occaſions to 
deale in other things, and ſome reatons to ſtaye us yet a 
vv hile fro publit hing of that, vvhich by the grace of God, 
yve purpolc to doe. In the meane time, le: this be noted 
concerning M. Parker and his teſtimonic : hovv he hath 
heretofore in 1 large booke pleaded againſt the Church of 
England, that by reafon of the croſle in Baptiſme , & other 
C:cremonies reteyned among them, they become guiltie of 
the breach of all the tenne commandements, as alſo of c6- 
munio yvith Antichriſt, & flaverie under him, e#c. Novyv 
vve purpoſe to trie,hovy he can on the other hand approve 
the [tate of the ſame Church, as novyv it ſtandeth, and as it 
15 vviinctled againſt by us: & hovy hecan yvarrant us com- 
munion yvith the ſame in that theireſtate : or yyhether it 
may pleaſe God by this meanes to give him & others, bet- 
ter to obſerye and regarde their halting betyyeen tyyo opi- 
nions, then hitherto they have done. V Ve finde that for 
the former plea, handledin his book, he hath alledged the 
SCriptures pletifully, as throughout the book may be ſcen: 
but vyhether he aan ſo doe for this latter, ſpoke of in his te- 
it1monicagainft us, time and further occaſion vyill mani- 
teit. Yetin the meane time all may ſee, that there 1s not the 
like done againſt our cauſe, eyther in his teſtimonie publi- 
{ hed, or in the yyhole book, vyherevvith his teſtimonie is 
joyneu: vyhich 1sas barren of yvarrant from the Scripture, 
tor the eſtate of the Church of Englid called into queſtis, 
as M. Parkers former book againſt it is fruitfull therein. 
V Vhichlet the Reader yyell obſerve. 
Touching the linging of Pſalmes uſed amongſt us 

( yyhercot the perſons aforeſaid ſpeak alſo their pleaſure 

18 their book) vye are purpoled ere long, it God yvill, 
: __ to Ppu- 
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to pebliſh ther : vyhatſocver thoſe men ſaye or 
vvould infirmate to the contrarie, or in anic other re. 
pet thereabout. And fo vve {hall leaveit to the in. 
different judgment of all , hovy thete men have dealt 
vvithus in this behalf. And ſooager alto might vie pu- 
bliſh both theſe and other things, then vve doc, vycere 
it not tor the tronbles, that thete men and othc:s have 
procured us,and {1111 doc. 

As for the perſonall matters publiſhed inthe book a- 
forcſaid,although vve leave the matters concerning others 
to them ſelves ; & doe for this Church acknovviedge that 
indeed vve have had our tranſgrcilions and infirmitics like 
as in the Churches of Corinth, Galatia, and others in all a- 
ges, 2nd at this day may be ſeen : for vyhich vve are much 
gricyed: yet is it good & ncedfull for the Reader here, & al- 
vvaics to remeber that ſaying, Puzs erit innocens,ft accuſare 
ſofficiat: If to accuſe be ſufficient who can be innocent? For ther 
vV1ill be accuſers alvvaics ( as M. Parker upon the fame ſay- 
ing inferreth in his book) as long as the Maxrme liveth, 
vvhich one gave once in Alexanders ccurt : Fortiter Calum. 
#1are, nam tft uulnus curttur,cicatrix tamen remanebit. Give 
out calumniations mightily, for though the wound be healed,yet 
will the fearre remaine. Bui the godly will better conlider 
of things, remeEbring the common frailtie cyen of the beſt, 
andnot forgetting the commandement of God, vyherco! 
M. Parker 1n his teſtimonie ſeaſonably putteth the reader 

in mynde, Thou ſhslt nor recerve a falſe tale agormFit thy neizh- 
bour { aSalſo knovying rhat all lying & reprochfull dealing 
(hould not by right live longer then the lyc of the Gibeo- 
nites. And hoyv ever vve be dealt yvithall in this ſort, vet 
muſt vvc comfort our ſclyes,in the aſſurance of Gods mer- 
cies, and inthecommen and continuall lotte of Gods tcr- 
vants, vvyaicking through good and through cui}l report 
before us. ; 

B 1j Now 
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Novy touching thcſe men 141d i en CC calir Ys I purpoſe 
notin % articul ar74i0 | 3C\ \'C [i0\ A UNgeo ay \» Q uijultly they 
hay eMC a]: aga! 1! {11 2 ; not onely CON: Wicto all PiC, IC , but 
againtt all inoceihe, in laying OPC Ch MNMEEMNCS & tan. 
25 6 {10ns of {ome ( \ «hoſe repentance is KiiOVvn Even tO 
tele reprochers the {11 eas 1t Was iO the W n0le Church) 
alto in ſhame! elle publii hing of tome things never heard 
ot in our Church, nor ſo much as knovyyento the parlies 
vihoihey mention ; betides their uttering, of ſome things 
allo verictalſe and untrue. And that fo, as the yvriting it 
(eltinthe cates ani judgment of the viife voth luficiently 
convince the Authors ofaboundance of malice, & argues 
inthem yyant of grace, & of the teare of God, (a juit judge 
ment of God upon the that have yvalked haltingly before 
God in his Church,and have vviltully retuſed to heare the 
voice of Chritt Iclius in the ſame) that have ſo {pitefully & 
{clandcroutly vvritten againit this Church, againſt the Pa. 
ſtor and other Officers & mem bers thereof, & have thus 
vyiih their bitter venemous toungues ſmitten them, wha 
the Lord doth accept, and to vvhoni (itruſt) he vvillre. 
quite good for this their curting : as David in a like caſe 
dd comfort himtelf. 2 Sam. 16. 7---12. 

And rouching, our forbearing novy to anſvyere their 
v\1i:ing being ſuch as it is, it may ſuffice that vve have 
t:1eyved heretofore, concerning the like vvrining of The. 
2.45 13 tes, that vvecan & hai eanſyvered fiich 1 hameleſle 
V4 rir:ngs,leait ſuch fooles ſpould be wiſe tn therr owne conceits: 
Prov. 29, 5. and fo might doe by this book, for the repro. 
che; and ſclaunders therin conteyned, as yvve did by that 0+ 
ther : but it ſcemes partly not ſo ncecetull, teeing the 
famethingsand the likeare novy publit hed by thete, that 
vyercihenalſo by T homas White (v\herunioantvier vvas 
given) partly not mecte or good to folloyy theſe vvicked 
"REN 12 NCT ungodly COuLſes : but to oblerie that other 
prov cribs 
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all0 i0ivcave 3 C11 andihoeir doait STO "IG j!1UJCMENt oO© 
the Lord, & io the CENtuTe of All TOuLy Ulm licrent men, 
ro judge vilhether theyvyould ulliicany amongtiinen, 
that ſhoutd fo carric the [cir es,a5 ropudiiltinionheyviorld, 


the tlippes aid fines OL LIC PALLIS i ih þ CrlOnNS-OT-LILCIE Lbs 


C1CU1CS. 

For ifmen ſhould taxe ihis courſe , as theic have done, 
vvhat volumes no he nor be yvritto OL e ianits XALANCS 
of particular Churches? Is thercany toUeye Or CONPAane 
to be found on earih, rhatif any ould niake a diazie of 
their lives ( veacyen Of ACN Nargarereugious and gouly) 
but there vvould be tound nane things amilie anicg the? 
and yet no grace i0auy of tici a COmpanie, , cloecially in 


__ 
% 


ſuch a ſpucfull manncr) to Commit iuci Pertonaln nnes 


'toprin:? Lettheſe icn take a ike turvale winch ſocieties 


or Churches, that they arc vvithall, and lec it ihcy can not 
finde as manic, yea (if they vyould not be paitiall ) a great 


. manic moe vices and other manncr tran{gretfions, then 


yvith al their ſclanders :h:cy areable to charge this Church 
vvithail. Andvvillnotany then, judge thcſe men in this 
their doing, to haveſhevved great malice and partialituc:; 
and tnat not the {pirit of od, but Satan (thar encmie to 
Michael & his Angels)hath fet them on vvorke to reproch 


thetuwh i ſelf, by rhistheir viledealing? Or vvouldthem 


ſelves irkeitin good part, it ve {hould laye open their 

vvne perſonall finnes, vyhich vveknovyre by them, both 
manieandgreu? VYhat have they tnen done tous, Or 
hovyv have they kept hercin thatruic of Chriſt, vyhich 
[a Uh, Whatſcecer ye would that men ſhould doc 49ta you, even 
ſo aceyeuntothem. Mat. 7.12. But being ſorie to ſee the 
thusadde more {inne to their former linnes, for vwhich 
tNEy VVELE EXCONLNUUNICALE, I vyill leqveih6 forthe Lords 
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cenſure tovyorke upon them,iffo it pleaſe God, for the fa. 
ving of their toulcs in the daic ot the Lord leſus Chriit, 
"5, Fg 

Ard here br this occaſion, vve yvill ſpeaka litle concer- 
E1NG VAN v VOTKe, about LVVO others, vvhohauct crrofore 
v vritten againſt this poor Church,and againit the Paſtour 
and members thereof, as novy theſe have done. The one 
v vas George 10bnſon the Paſtours brother, vvho dycd at Dur. 
ham: the manner of vvhoſe ſicknes and death vias ſignin- 
ed hither to his brother by vvriting fro thence, by a fricnd 
of his that vyas often vvith him, both beforc & inthe time 
of his {icknes : V Vho.vvrote hither, thar he being in pri- 
ſon, beſtovved the moſt of his time, in finiſhing ric Lvok 
which before he had begunne, and whereof ſome ſhcets 
are printed; vvhich vyhen he haddone, it pleaſed God ro 
viſite him vvith ticknes unto death. At vyhich timc on his 
death bedde, he gave out ( as he vvrote, &is vvell knovyn) 
wverie heave ex ereat exclamations avout his finnes by the Lord 
layd to his charee, calling unto God for mercre. Andin this ſort 
(fayth the Gentleman that vvrit the letter , & vvas preſent 
there )he corinued by the ſpace of an houre thet Iwas with him, 
frewing oveat trouble in minde , yet not without comfort in the 
Lord, whoſe ſervant I doubt not but he dyed. The vvords ut- 
tered by him , and other circumſtances mentioned in 
the Letter aforeſaid, vye ſpare: yet to (et dovvne : 25 
vve vvould alo ſtill have done the thing it felf , but 
that vve are thus contumally provoked hereunto , and 
that vve hope it vviti be for the good of others, to ſtay 
them from ſuch courſes! : and aboie all ro the giorie of 
God, yvhich is tobe obſeryed and acknoyyledged in all 
his vyorks. | 

And yyhereas it is ſo often objeted , by ' If. Bernard, 
AM. Hall, M.White, Chriflopher Lawne ad others, that 


rhe Paſtors brother vyas exconumunicated among, us, and 
his 
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his father alſo , it 15 to be noted, that yet never aone 
of them hath undertaken to { hevye the cauſes to be 
unjuſt, or the thing unfavvfiull. Nay vvhen Mr. 
VVhite made. it one head of his book, to except yyhat 
he could bout the excommunications that had paſſed 
in this Church , and vvrote of ſundric perſons & their 
cauſes in particular : yet it may be obſerved , that ke 
doth nor ſo much as once offter to intfilt upon theirs: 
vyhich of all others no doubt be vvouid moiſt of all 
have done , if he had thought he could have made aiy 
plea thereabout. And vyho vvil not contuler , that 
ſuch as vyould thus blame the excoimunicating of 
any perſons , ſhould tirſj be able an carefull to { hevy 
the cauſcs thereof and the procceding againſt rhem ,.to 
be unjuſt? Forotheryviſe, if they be jutit and layytull, 
ſo as none can except thereagainſt, it is the more god- 
ly, and commendadle (though accompanied vvith grea- 
tcr tryall ) yyhen neyther father nor mother, brother 
nor fiſter, ſonne nor dwghter are ſpared. As ih the 
Scriptures vve read, hovy Moſes commended and God 
blefſed Levi , for' nor knovyying his oyvne father or 
motker, brethren or children, but obſerved the yvord 
ot God, and did his yvvill againit them, though it yyerc 
to the infliting of death upon them : Deut. 33. 8. 9. 

with Exod. 32. 26---29, Eyther therefore let men by 
tac yvord of God diſprove the cauſes and preceedins 
in the excommunications they cxcept againſt at aity time: 
or cls being not able fo to doe , the more they yvrite 
againſt us, the more it maketh for us jn deede ; _ and 
ſo vvul be obſerved by them that are yyile according, 
to godlynes. 

Belices, ſeeing the parties here ſpok® of are novy depar- 
ted this life, if M. Iohnſon ſhould yvrite any thing about 
tac,by vyhich they thould novy be foud blame yyorthy : 

vvho: 
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whocan not perceive, that this then alſo yvould be abit. 
(edanaini him, ef rr 'yould no:ft:ck iofave, tat 
noys he might (peak vehat he vyvould of them, vvhe nl; cy 
V\cre not! wy Ng 10 an{Vyver for them ſelves ; and that al. 
though they vycre novy dead, & fo neare unto him as they 
vvere, vet he vvould viriterthus and thus of them, c>c. For 
they that {pare not foto abuſe him as noyv they do, Even 
about thin on ublikely heard and knovven, vvhereof there 
arc fo manic vv 1tnetles yet living: hovy vvould hey much 
10re al Es, anv thing that he ſhould noyv {2y or vvrite 
Concerning them, vyncn they are Zone and depar ted this 
life? They thar obferve hovy he and the reit of us are dealr 
vvithall, vill conjider theſe things. And it ſhall be good 


for him and us all, to poſleſie our toules yvith pacience, & 


to vvaite on the Lord , truſting in his mercie , mak:ng 
our retuge in the {hadovye of his vvings , tu!l our cala- 
mitics be ovyerpatt, and thar it pleaſe the Lord to 41ave 
us from the reprocit ot them that vyould fryallovie 
us up. For doubiles God vyill fend forth his mercie 
and his truth : as he hath hitherro eracioutly delivercd our 
{oules trom dearth, & our fect from tailing: that vve may 
vvalke before himin the light of the living. Pl. 57. 
Theother that vvrote in like (orte, 35 thele have done, 
vas 7 omus 1 hiteſpoken oft before, vyho after his living 
here, and vyriting ſoungodly as he did, returned and 1: \ cd 


1 Miniſter at London under the ot ices: LyYnere vihewn - 


he hadatter ſome vvhile gotte a benctice um ach ſort a> ie 
did,the Lord toon ended his daies. T hete thing> I thowunh 
thus briefly to mention, being {it may be | of [UNENO! 10: 
Jarded asthey { honald. And hovy ever the Lord ipare fuch 
MC ,&lerthe © oC On in their courtea vvhile.ctinthe end 
zt they repent not,his hand yvill finde them Out, and bring 

{heir yyaics upon their ovvn heads : as throughout the 
-Scriptuxes vve may read. Pſal.52.& 55.12.73.14.1 5---23- 
| But 


% 
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But novy omitting to vyvriteany thing more of them, 
that have thus dealt yvithus,& leaving them to the Lord : 
I vvill proceede to the next and laſt ſpeciall matter, vvhich 
at this time I purpoſe to ſpeake of. And that is about rhe 
perſons ( ſpoken ofin this laſt book) vyho of late divided 
them ſelves from us, and have ſince that time given forth 
ſome exceptions and Articles of difference, both here at 
Amſterdam and othervyhere. Here they gave out ſome 
vvhich vve heard of, bur never had copic of them , untill 
novv that theſe men haye printed them, being taken ( as 
they ay) from the originall copie. Othervyiſeallo they 
have given out the like, in letters ſent into England, as vye 
have heard, & by mcanes of one there,to yvhom they ſent 
had certaine knovvledge thereof : yvho dealt more godly 
and indifferently thereabour, then any other of them, that 
have in ſuch ſorte ben poſſeſſed and prexjudiced againſt us. 
Andas that party dealt vvell yvith us, in acquainting us 
vvith thoſe things, vyhich thus covertly vvere vvritten & 
given outagainſtus : ſodid yvealſo for his better fatiſfy- 
ing vyriteunto him againe in particular thereabour. The 
vvhich both Articles and Anſvvercs thereuuto, vve hauc 
thought good to keep them by our ſclues hitherto. Bur 
ſecing that other the like in efteRt, though increaſed in nu- 
ber,are thus publiſhed to the vvorld,and that therein they 
have nct as they oughr, handled & julifved the cauſes for 
vvhich they ſeparated from us ( vvhich vvere annexed at 
the end of the treatiſe upon Mat. 18. 17. and ſhall alto be 
againe annexed here, but haue gone about alto ro poileſic 
the vvorld yvith other matters, then thoſe for vyhich they 
maae ihcir breach : and by theſe their courſes , doc 1mpuilCc 
blame unto ourdottrine , as if vve mainteyned opinions 
contrarictothc truth, labouring thereby to fette a more 
glorious ſheyy upon their popular government ang. pica- 
dings: and that thereby vye perceive , the truth ich 


hindercd, 
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hindered, and yve injuried, and many by their meanes and 
opinions ſo deceived, that theydeſpite the holy govern. 
ment of Chritt, yvhich he hath ſet in his Church to be ad. 
miniſtred by the Elders thereof , & refuſe to ſubmit there. 
unto: and that not onely they yvho haye thus vvritten & 
dealt here, but others alſo in our oyvn couirie, prejudiced 
vyith theſe matters, and liniſterly poſſeſſed yvith tome of 
their vvritings, againit usand our cauſe, are likeyyite cor- 
rupted, and ſo have shevved it, both yvhen occationally 
ſome of us haue been vvith them there, andalſo among 
them clues, as yve hear: vve haue therefore for theſe and 
orher the like reaſons thought it good, not to keepe theſe 


_ things any longer private by us, but for the better ſatiſtying 


of all, touching the things yve hold, and the clearing of 
our ſelves from the imputations layed upon us hereabour, 
and removing the ſcandall yvhich ſome have taken & are 
like yet more to take upon the publishing of this vvriting 
of theirs : novy therefore to print alſo the ſaid Anſyverto 
their exceptions, that men may ſee, and be able the better 
to judge betyveen us & them, vvhen they $hall haue heard 
both of us ſpeak, & shall have aſvvecll our anſyveas as their 

objections to read and conl1ider of by the yvord of God. 
And though ir haue thus fallen out betyvecn usandour 
brethren, & they groyven to that height, that they yvould 
not be perfvyaded to contineyy vvith us in comunion 
vvite men vvill con(ider, it is but an auncient practiſe of 
Sathan thus to diſquiet and trouble the Church of God, 
In the Church at Corinth yvere conteutions and diſlen- 
tions raifed up amongſt the brethren, ſo that ſome held 
of one Teacher , ſome of an other 7z Coy. 1. 10---12. 
And aftervvard vyhat contention grevve betyvccne the 
eaſtern and yyeſtern Churches about the time of keeping 
the fcaſt of Eaſter, none can be ignorant that hath read 
thercabout the auncicnt hiſtories. Alſo vvhat fell our 
betyveei 
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betyyeene Our ovyyne countrimen at Franckfurt in the 
dajes of Q. Marie, (they becing then in exile for thc 
truth,as novy vve arc) their troubles and contentions aic 
extant in print thercabout. Yea our Saviour himiclt 
fayth , zt muſt needs be that offences come, Mat. 18.7. And 
the Apoltleſayth, there mult be ſchifines and herchijes a- 
mong you, that they which are approved may be made mant- 
feſt. i Cor. 11.18.19. 

Novy iccing the like troubles , diviſions and diſfagree- 
ments have fallen out in former times in the Chur- 
ches of God,and that men have their infirmities (though 


othervviſe being religious and fearing God) they vyhich 


arc of a ſpiriruall diſcerning, vvill not upon everie OC- 
cation that ariſeth amongſt the profeſlors of Chriſt, by 
reaſon of their vveaknclles, and perſonall ſinnes and 
1nfirmitics , open their mouthes to ſpeake evil of the 
vvaic of God, though ſome take plcaſure therein, vvho 
Shall finde one daie the avenging hand of God upon 
them , if they repent nor. 

And touching thele perſons aforeſaid , that have ſo 
ſeparated from us , and thus offenſively vyritten, I per- 
ſyyvade my ſelf , that manie of them, are pertyvaded 
( though deceived by the ſubtiltie of Sathan ) that they 
have the truth , and that they did runne at the firſtin- 
to theſe extremities , bcing caricd ( a5 the Anabaptiſts 

and others alſo haue been ) vvith a zcale for the truth 

& gloric of God againſt that Antichriſtian Apoſtalie & g0- 
vernmet, vihich tormerly the Prelates & miniſters of that 
1ſurpedauthoritic oppreſſed the yvithal. And for myne 
OyVnec part, I hopethat ſo manic of them as are the Lords 
cieet, he vill intime ( by the meanes uſed for their good) 
g1vc them to lee, both their errours they ſtand in, & their 
Trievous finne, 11 fo hes and unjuſtly breaking off them 
ſelvesfrom the Church rrhercof they ſtood mcmbers, Ge 
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that otke:s by their example yyvill take heed of rhe like 
horcaf:cr. 

Tiele things I thus vvrite, not to excuſe evil in any,but 
to take a\'vay occalion fro them that ſeck occation to rayle 
up ſclander againſt the cauſe of God, by reaton of theſe 
things thus falling out amongſt ns : and that men {ſhould 
knovve, that the yyaic of God hangeth not upon the lives 
of men ; but is robe regarded in. retpec of the Lord the au- 
thor thereof. Verie evill therefore doe they, that take Oc 
caljon upd fuch diſſentions, to blaſpheme the truth it telf. 


The erroneous vvalking of any protetlors,ſ hall nor excuſe 


others, that imbolden themiclues thereby to ſtand in Apo- 
{taiie, and ſceke not after the truth and yvaic of God, that 
Ci:riſt hath commanded all to yyalke in. 

Thus having (good Reader) prztixed this ſhort adyer- 


- tiſement, for thy better informatis about the things afore- 


ſai], asalto about this my purpole in ſetting forth of this 
Aniyverto the Objections aforſaid : recciuc novy the An- 
{vver it ſelf, as it vyas penned by the vyriter thereof, vvith 
toine additions thereunto by the ſame author, upon occa- 
tion of iniargeingand publiſ hing of the ſaid Exceptions 
novv printed. This anſvver I pray thee(Chriſtian Reader) 
vievy and conſider vvcll, that if it be the vvil of God, thou 
mayelſt be fatitfyed of the truth vve hold about theſe 
things. Andifinany thing we favle hereabour through 
12norance, and want of underſtanding, we | hall willingly 
receine,and that with thanks,thy brotherly advertiement 
thereof, 

And becauſc among other things, weare much abuſed 
about a pariicular concerning the Church of Rome , wee 
naue theretore hereunto annexed ſomewhat out of the 
writings of M. [#4145 474;nit Bellarmine, about that mattcr; 
not that we relic upon the judAnent of mcn in cauſes of 
Pecloion , but becaule we knoWe that manic, whoatre - 
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ried with a przjudice againſt us, will yet more ſtaye them, 


when they ſee what M. lunius hath written of that ar: fl 
ment. In whoſe writing although there be ſome {choole 
rermes, hard to be engl1shed well in our tounge, for the 
underſtanding of all, as we defire, yet we haye fo done it 
into english,as we hope the mcaning thereof will by all 
be concervedandattayned unto. 

And thus leaving thele hings with the event thereof 
unto the Lord, & his good bleiling of his merote im Chriſt: 
I humbly beſcech the moſt vvite God, tocauſlcthelightof 
his heavenly word to shine forth more and more, for the 
diſcovering ofall errour and falſe opinions & courſes hin- 


_ dering the ſucceſle of the auncicnt truth, and fo to eſtablish 


the Churches of God, in that oldand good \ 'yaic, preſcti- 


bed by the Lord and his Apoltles and Prophets. Len. 


G11 


A COPIE OF THE 
viriting, touching the divitivu made among ns, 


vvhich yyas ſent toa friend in England, 
By Mr, H. A. 


"cauſe you have heard of the ſorrowes that 
have bifallen us here, whereby your grief ts the 
SV more aerented,and becauſe the true report && | 

f eitate of things perhaps ts not ſo well knowen un. | 
to you, I will alſo bricfly touch the ſmart where- 
| with God hath humbled us, cauſed our breach 

zo be as the ſea, which can not be cured, Manie dates of comfort 

God gare us here together while# in finglenes of hart we ſought 

him, in the mids of our pilgrimage with love &+ peace : But love 

of preheminence , which hath alwates troubled the Church of 

Chri#t, hath alſo troubled us : whileit the Gowernours of the 

Church which ſhould ſerve it with mecknes, would ruic it with 
r. Lordſhip. 

Confel. 1 For whereas we had learned and profejsed, that Chriſt hath 
| ry aryl &iven the power toreccive in or to cut off any member, to 

_ 63, thevyhole bodic together of everic Congregation , & not 

to any one or moe members ſequettred trom the vvhole : 
Now we have been lately taught, that the Church which Chriſt 
ſendeth to, for the yeareſſe of innes , Mat. 18.17, ts not to be 
underitood of the whole bodre of the Conzrezation, but of the 
Church of Elders. And it being z2raunted of all, that with the 
Church is the power, the Flders verns the Church, hawe the 
ower, and ſo yot the whole bodice of the coneyeoation toncther. 

2. 2 Wehadlearned, thateveric trac Churci: of Chrift, hath 
Tre.,,of this povver to caſt ont obſtinate tinners from amongſt the, 
ay andthis not onely vvhen it hath Otticers, but alſo vyyhen 
Cog, page If Vyanteth them : But wow we were taught that a peopie with. 
63. Apol, out Officers have not pewey to caſt ont ob[tinate ſinners. Which 
Pug: 63» dottrine, amon?ſt other evils , ooerthrowecth the conſtitution of 

the Church that ſo taveht - for irwar exthered ard conftitutcd 
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The ObjeQions about the Diviiion. 2? 
by C briſtians w::hout Of ficers, recetUing in the YESUU.RILE, aid 
caſting out the a.{ bedrent : wherens by this pn: HM, they Dad 
rower fr 6m Chrijt to doe neyther © for they that c.in Kot caſt out, 
£242 NOT r.Ceive mn - one pover is for both. | 
3 Wehad tarnedthate cric Chriſtian Congregation hath 
povvyer and com:mandement toeclett & ordeync their OV vn 


minilterie,according to the rules of Gods vyord,and upon . 
ſuch default in lite doctrine or adininiitration, as by the pay 


rule of the vvord depriveth them of the minuiteric, by duc 
order to depoſe them trom their miniſterie they exercited, 
yea if the cale ſo require, orderly to cut them oft by excom- 
munication : But now tt is by ſome mainteyned, that the Con: 
greeation can ncither put into office nor put out of ofjice, unleſſe 
they have officers to doe both : and can neyther for hereſte nor 
other wuicke dnes excommunicate or depoſe their Fldoyſhiy. 

4 Wehad learned that none may execute a miniſteric , but 
fuch as are rightly called by the Church, vyhereof they 
ſtand miniſters, unto ſuch offices, andin ſuch manner , as 
God hath preſcribed in his vvord : But now thoſe will exe- 
cute a mimigterie , which have not rightly been called by the 
Church, whereof they ſtand Miniſters, according to their owne 
account ard dottrine : which hold(as before)that a people with- 
out Officers have no warrant from God to make or depoſe Mini- 
ff ers. 

5s Wehad learnedthat it yvas grofſe error and notorious ab- 
ſurditie, either to hold the popish Church to be a true 
Church, having a true miniſteric, and true Sacraments, or 
els that men mult admit of rebaptiling : But now wee have 
heard, that the Baptiſme of the Popiſh Charch is true Bapti ſme 
( »y which we are bound to communion ) or els that men muſt 
be rebaptiſed: and that the Church of Rome i the Church of 
God, becauſe Antichriit ſhould {it in the Temple of Cod. 

6 Wehad learncd that all particular Congregations are by 
all meanes conyenicntto hay the countel and help one of 

ano- 
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ancther,in all needfullattaires of the Church,as mcbers of 
one bodie in the comon faith: yer here when dffer ences hat 


ariſen about our comon faith, and could not among# our ſelves 
be copoſed, they would net deſire noy conſent to have deſired the 
help of our ſ:fler Church at Leyden , although it were inſtantly 
ured by many members, that their aſſiſtance ſhould be had. 
And when witheut their conſent the help of” that Church 
' was obteyned, & my [uhoured our peace , Of 4 wate of peace was 
greed off between the Churches, this agrement and peace was 
not ffood unto but reverſed by them, contrarie to our wil , & to 
the wil and liking of the Church at Leyden, as the ſame Church 
can tclificfor us. 
Wherefore after long diſputing theſe matters, when no waie 
of peace could by us be found to continue together in the truth & 
holynes. But lamentalle Diſſipation of the Charch &F members 


began to growe, to the __ of Gods name , & wounding of 


/ 
our harts, we followed the commandement of the Apoſtle which 
fa, I beſecch you brethren, marke them diligently which 
cauſe diviſions & offences, contraric to the dorine which 
ve have learned, and ayoyde them. Rom. 16. 17. And have 
fithens laboured to build up ou; ſelves in the holie faith, where- 
unto God hath called us, in love & peace, mournine for the great 
ſcandal and reproch which Sathan hath wrought by this breach 
407i us. 
Thus have I ſhewed yon the fountaine of our ſorrowes, which 
God for our ſinnes hath brought u303 us, He look ui #5 in mer- 


cie,ef pittie the diſperſion of Sion. And you as you have knowen 


the truth , which is ſealed to your conſcience, ſo ahide therein 
faithfulluuto the end, knowing it is the lot of Gods people thus t6 
be exerciſed with troubles in it ſelf, which if ws beare with patt- 
ence and conſtanſie & doe overcome, our portion ſhill . © in the 
pree of life, which is tn the mideis of the Paradiſe of God, 
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THEARTICLES AND OBIEC. FTCES © 
boat the diviſion, vvhich are pL IlISH 0 EST 
| aiſcoverie of ſchiſre, pare 73.01 


He 23 articls of the Confeſrionof our fur (15 Gereto alſy 

our A pologrs axreeth, page 40.47.) #1 30/72 that eve- 

ric Chriſtian congregation hath poyver to elect & 
ordeyne their ovvne minittert2, ec. & upon cert againe 
to depole, yea & excommunicate them. Theſe have dcfen- 
ded that a Coneregation without Mmiſters can wo? ordeyne offi- 
rers, And that if the Elderſhip fall into hercfie or wickedneſſe,the 
whole Conzregation cannot depoſe nor excompnicate them. And 
that a Conzregation , without an Elderſhip cannot excommunt 
care any wicked perſon whatſocver. 

2. The 2, article(confirmed in our Apolozie, pave 60.6 
63.) profeſſeththat the poyver to receiucin,or tocutott a. 
ny member , is given tothe vyhole bodic together of ey e- 
ric Chriſtian Congregation, Mat. 18.17. ec. Theſe hace 
pleaded for the Elderſhip to be the Church, Mat.18. > to have 
voth rightfull power and able power to excommunicate, though 
without & againſt the conſent of the boaie of the Conerce ation. 

3. Thez2g article( as al{oour Apologie page 51.52. pro- 
fifſeth that the Hierarchie of Archbishops, Lordbishoppcs, 
Prieſts, c5'c. are a ſtraunge and Antichriitian Miniitcric & 
Otticers, not inſtituted by Chriſts Teſtament, nor placed 
1n orover his Church. Theſe Fave placed over them ove that 
was made Prieit by a Lordbiſhops erdination , ſo 75 beciitſc of it 
they aid not ordeyne or impoſe hands on tim , wen at tre (11nc 
time they ordeyned and impoſed hands on 6:15, whom tog«ts.x 
with him they ſet over the Church. 

4. Thezr article ( and alſo our Apologie, Pace 199. "r0- 
feſſeth that ſuch eccleſiaſtical! aflemblics as remaine !o in 
cotu{tion & bondage under that Antichrjitian Mintitcuc, 
Courts, Canons, &7. cinot beeſtcemed truc \itible Clur- 
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T he rrivtcd 1) bicetions 
ches, &&c. Theſe now «1+ 1:07 oncly for them , but for Rome 
it ſclf,to be the 1rue Chur:h 1; Lad. 

s. The z2 article {whereto our Apolovie azreeth , paze 5 >. 
$3. 5$4.)tef;fyeth that all ſuch as hauc received any of thoſe 
falic Oftices/of Lordbizhops, Prieſts, >c. ) are to give over 
and Icauc them : and ſo hath it been jradt:ftd heey b: fore by all 
ſuch Prieſis a» came to ony fayth & Church - now one is Miniſter 
over them, ordeyned Prieſt hy the Prelates, as is beforc ſaid. 

6. Thezz artule( which our Apologre aiſo confirmeth,page 
#5.) profeſſeth that people being come forth of the Anti- 
chriſtiieſtate, gc. arevvilingly to joyne together in Chri- 
{tian communionand orderly covenant, & to unite them- 
ſT]ues into peculiar and viſible congregations, cc. Theſe 
haue tlcaded that all are bound to communion, by vertue of their 
bavtiſne received in the Church of Rome, or other Antichriitia 
aſſemblies. 

7. The 35 article ( confirmed alſo in our Apolovie , page 
46.47.48.) profeſſeth that a people ſo joyned together, may 
proceede to choiſe & ordination of Officers,&r. N ow theſe 
pleade, that the peeple may not proceed: to ordination of Officers, 
except they hane Officers before to doett. | 

S., Inour Apolezie, fare 113, it was maynteyned to be 
groſle errour, and notorious abfurditie, eyther to hold the 
Popish Church to bea true Church, having a truc Miniſte- 
rieand true Sacraments; Or els that men are unbapriſed., & 
muit admit ofthe Anabaptiſts rebapriſation. Theſe haue 
them:felues, much ov efted to us,that eyther the Church and Ba- 
ptiſmve of Rome 15 true,or elſe we mu#t be rebaptifid : Both which 
we :{tll Any. 

9. The 38S articleof our Conf*fſion , profeſſeth that Con- 
gre.ailons arc by all meanes convenient to hauc the coun- 
{c| « helpone of another inall needfull affaires, e&#c. 7 he 
practiſe of this was was denyed,when in our greateſt need & trod 
ble rh 7 would not conſt to hauc the coiſel & help of the —_ 
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alijh Church at Leyden,which profeſſeth the ſame f:yth with ws. 
- 1, Befoic our paiting, vve offcred, that notvvithſtanding our diffe- 
rences of judginent, that vve vvould cortinue I gather, if our foinur 
practiſe might be reteyned: but this vvas r. fuled. — 

2, We delired thitthen we might have a peaceah]e parting: andto 
be tvvo gittint Cungrevanons, each practiting ,as th 'y vy-re perſyva- 
dd, yt nouriſhing brotnetly love and unUe :; Thus ailo they VVOuld not 
azrec tounleſſe vvee vvould lene this cit”, | 

We procmed, though vv1 houtthur conſent, the help of the En- 
liſh Chuich ar Leyden, vvho laboured our peace: a ve of peace by 
theſe themlilues propounded,& by the Church of Leyden & us agiced 
to, thele after revert: d,& ſtood not unto, u }.tk vve vvou d voe gvvell 
out of this C1tie, And although in the troatte &f the Agree ment It vvas 
reſtifycd by the Elders of that Church,thar unlettc 1 vvere tothe appa 
Lavt undoirg of us, and of our families, vve Would not be auUmnHled a- 
giineto dwcil here: yet becauſe vve would nor blotutely promile to 
jeauc this Citie,thcy vvould uct ltand tothe agreement YYhich them- 
{rlucs had mad 
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Heſe are the Articles & Objections, that arc in the ' 


printed copie aforefayd. V Vhich the1etore yve had 

not thought to haue printed againe. But vyhen yve 

had finished this book, vve 1eceived out of England trom 
another friend , another of M. A. fhisletters ſent thither, 
yvhercin theſe allo are ſet doyyne, in this maner & order, 
and in the ſame vvords, vvith very litle alteration thereof. 
V Ve conlidered allo that in the Anſyver here follovving, 
there is often reference made to the printed copic of theſe 
Articles and Exceptions - and that therefore it vvould be 
good for the Reader, to hane the here readie at hand, 
V Vhercupon vye thought it not am ſie io print the again, 
anu !Oadvertite thoſe that hauec the bouks , to inſert them 
betyyveen C.& D.itit be not alreadie done 10 their hands. 
Novy tolloyveth the Anſvrer: vvhich vvas firſt made to 
the tormer Ietter,according to the {ixc particulars thereof: 
but 1s fince inlarged by reaſon of this printed copic afore- 
{aid, Coucceming viluchalto vie could note & antyyer 
d ij more 


The Advertiſement. 
niore and other things then noyv vye haue done in this 


_$hortnes of time. As, about ſome ſpeciall reſpects & nies 


in ſome calcs to be had of the Fathers of familics, or of the 
chicteſt & fittelt of them : ( as upon occation tome of us 
ſake in the reaſoning hadamong us +: Alto, that vvkeras 
they yyould ſeem ( in their letters & exceptions ) as if tiicy 
had deſired peace and accord vvith us, yet betides all thc 
things noted hereafter about their dealing, this alto 15 re. 
membred, that vvhen vve vvere treating of fome vvaic 0; 
accord, ſome of them publikly tfayd, they vyould neuen 


'vceld thereunto, unles vvc vvould revoke our agreement 


about the underſtanding of Atar. 18. 77. and that alſo as 
an crrour. V Vhich vve could not veckic unto - as may 
be perceived by the agreement it {clt, vy hich is hereaftcr (ct 
doyvne, page 95.90. cc. But omitting novy to {pcak amY 
further of theſe or othcr things, thar mivhr alſo be noted 
about their objections and dealing : : ve vVill for the Pre- 
icat onclygdctirc the Reader (about the particulars) til] 
to remCTbcr that yyhich tometimes yve haue mentioned 
here, that cxtraordinaric caſes muſt hauc their vyarrant 
accordingly, & that the things concerning a people vvirh- 
Out officers yvere left to further conlideratio among us, & 
needed not by us novy be ſtood upon, iſecing our eſtate & 
queſtion yvas of the ordinaric government of a Church 
citablished vvith Othcers. For vyhich alto (ec the Treatiſe 
on Mat. 18. 17. toyvard the end thereof, And novy 
read theanſyyer of the torclayd Ietters and objections, as 
here it folloyyeth. 


.AN 


AN ANSVVER TO 


the writing and exceptions aforeſaid, ſent to the ſame par. 
| tic, by Mr. Fr, Io. VVhereunto he hath alſo added 
' ſome things more, upon occalion of the 
other copic lately printed. 


Owching them that haue divided them 


therabour, there are divers things of weight 
which you ſhould do well carefully toob- 
ſerve. And firſt how they having left us up- 
on two particular matters (concerning the 
Churches government, and the expoſition of Mar. 18.77.) 
they doe not diretly keep unto them, as they ought : ney- 
ther anſwere the things printed thereabouy, ſo long ſince. 
V Vhereunto both yve, andall thatloue the truth, and de- 
fire their converſion, mult be carefull ro keep & hold the. 
Andeven by this their dealing it may appeare , how need- 
full that our publication of the matter was, both for mani- 
feſtation of the truth held by us, & for mecting with their 
clamours,andall their diſorderly and unapprovyeable cour- 
ſes, ſo much affeQed by them. 

Secondly, it muſt be remembrecd, that our profciſion al- 
Waic hath been, and mult be, to have the word of God tor 
ourdireQion in all things; by it to tric all things, to keep 
that vyhich is good ; and to refuſe and redreſſe whattocver 
2s evill, or any way erring therefrom: ( For which ſee the 
Preface of our Confeſſion at the end ofit - Andin the Apolozie 
pag. 13.&@ 41 - asalſo the Anſwer 10 Thomas IVhite, par. 
36.) SO as there is no weight in ir to ſay, Thus we held here- 
toforc , & now we hold thus - unleſie it could be ſhewed,that 
it 1s againſt the word of God, that which now js held by us. 
Nay (ccing the faith of this Church , is that onely which 

| D 15 JrOuns 


ſelues from us,and M. A. yvriting unto you 


Pag, 4. 


26 Of the Objeftions 
is groiided upon the vyordof God, in the vvritings of the 
Prophets & Apoſtles; & ſo our faith is the comon & aunci. 
ent faith, vvhich vvas held by Iſracl of old, & by the Primi. 
tive churches {ince the coming of Chriſt. it followeth the 
uppd,that vyherin ſocver we have ſwarved in fai'h or pra. 
Qiſe therfro,it hath be our aberrdtio,&not our faith indecd. 
Thirdly, concerning the ſpeciall particular in queſtion, 
Our auncient profeſſion hath been, chat the Church i to be 


governed onely dy thoſe lawes and Officers , that the Loyd hath 


appointed in bis word, and by none other. From vvhich how. 
ſoever vve have erred in our praQile, yet this is our aunci- 
ent faith : ſo as that vvſhich aovy vve doe, is ro reteyne our 
aunclent fayth, &to reforme our praQtiſe according there- 
unto, as vve are bound daily to grow in grace and in obedi- 
ence of the fayth. Andfor our practiſe alſo , if vve vyouid 
inſiſt upon it, our auncient practiſe ir ſelf vyas otheryvile, 
then as lately of a fewe yceres it had becn : vvhich later 
courſe the peopie that are departed fro us vyould have had 
us tOreteyne. And ſo they them ſelves vvould have had us 
Kepta later, and leave oura.incienter practiſe. Thus much 
alſo yve vvrote to Leyden before the divilion vyas made, 
& then Mr. Ainfvy. himſelf ſubſcribed unto ir. 
Fourthly,obſerve in theirexcep.ions againſt us, if they 
be not ( almoſt all of them ) ſuch as the Anabaptitts 
vyould object in much like manner. Anda vveake cauſe it 
muſt needs be, tha: relics upon the Anabaptiſts, or anie 0- 
ther erroncouus grouds. Hovy much better had they done, 
if they had contidered vvith themiclues ) that vvhe Chriſt 
himſelf ;:aught dodtrine vvhich was not onely ſoad & true, 
but evident alſo & cofortable ro ſuch as could underſtand it 
aright, yet many of his diſciples vvhenthey heard ir, taid, 
T his ts an hard ſ1ying, who cax hear it? & ſoboth murmured 
atir,& were ſo offended with it, as they wet back, & walked 
no more vvith him : /oh.6,60.62--66. Or if they had regar- 


cd that which M. Aiaſ, hath wel obſerved (in his 4rrowe 
egamii 
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#21in#t 1dolatri:)thas Satha hath ſeparated me fro the Church, 

25 by oth er meanes, ſo alſo by cauſing them to withdraw and 1 King.1z 

ks them ſclues for ſome pretented cai ſe or quarrel, as did v7.36 +4 
: gGev.ls 

e iſpaelites, &F others after them ec. Heb,1o. 
Fiftly if we ſhould ſer our ſelves to make cxceptios 1gainſt 2 x. 

the,as they haue doneagain(t us: we could ſed & ſpread our 

private le:ters(as they doc)accopanicd with more ſound & 

better obſeryatios againſt the,touching ſuch things as have 

paſſed amog, us. As for exaple, a liile to 1mirate & reſemble 

their veyn of yvriting,thus: Many troubleſome daies & ful 

of contentio hath God exerciſed us here together withall, 

vyhiles we could not be brought in tinglenes of hart, vvith 

humilitie to obey the governours, & obſerve the goyermeEc 

preſcribed in his vvord, & to (cek him in the mideſt of our 

Pilgrimage vvith loye & peace. For love of preeminence 

Which hath always troubled the church, hath alſo troubled 

us, vvhiles the people that ſhould be under theGovernors, 

vyould be over & above them, &c. 

For 1. vyhereas yvc hadlearned & profeſſed rhar C hri#t —_ = 
was the onely king & Lord of his Church, had left uto it amdg 2. Con- 
amt but a miriſteriat overnmet,& that all the multitude of the *<1p. pag- 
mebers, the ſ.units, ought to obey cx ſubmit to the Elderſhip in ha 3-6 7 
everie church: Now we haue lately be taught, »that the peo- ther Trea- 
ple as kings have povver one over another ; and thar the tiſescvery 
ſainQs being kings are ſuperiour to their Officers , becauſe _ - 
the order of kings is the higheſt order or eſtate in the gave M. 
church: & fo 2it order ſuperior unto, & above the order of m.P.126 
Officers or Eldeiſhip. Alſo,that the Church may in relatis '*7*35- 
tothe Officers being ſervants therein, be called a Lord oc. » In their 
vyhich things they affirme for procf of their opinion, tou- dilpute a- 
ching the pvuints in queſtio betwee us about the Churches pri 
government. And vyheras vve have (till profeſſed, that the Rob.lu: 
people vvere inferiour and ader the officers;noyy vve have if. 217. 
hadit much nrged about the queſ}io cotroverted, that the **5 « Ge. 
pcopleare ſuperior&above the. Thus to adyice the people 
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oneover another as kings, and to make them ſuperfours, 
abouc their Governours, and to intitle them with kingly 


_ and Lordly power in the outward policie & affaires of the, 


Church and members thereof ( whereas Chriſt hath given 
his Church no other but a miniſteriall power & governc.- 


ment) whatis ir els, but in deed to ſet up ſuch Churches & 


people as ſo manie Idols? Like as Mr. Ainſ{w. ſheweth a- 
2ainkſt the Prclatcs, that 1dols are fet up with impretie, when a- 
Mong men, one :sſet up 4s Head of the Church, others as Arch. 
bifhops, and Lords ſpirituall,ec. For doth it not thus come 
to paſſe, that asthe Prelates on the one hand,ſo the people 
on the other hand, doc even become Idols : whiles both of 
them runne to extremitics in ſuch advauncing of them- 


ſclves, & neyther of the will keep or be kept in the meane, 


& in the minitteriall way, which the Lord hath appointed 


in his word ? | 

2 VVe profeſſed heretofore, that Chriſt gaz'e the power 
of recetvine ine cutting off to the whole bodice together of eve- 
rie Chriſtian C gia "10a CF not ts any one or moit members 
fequeſtred from the whole, cc. Now we haue been taught, 
that in caſes of queſtion and controverlie , the greater 
part of the people are the Church , though all the EL 
ders and other brethren be againſt them, and it being 
graunted of all, that with the Church is the power, that 
greatcr part of the people (though never ſo erroneouſly 
caried ) being the Church, they have the povver, and ſo 
they may recciue in and cut off}, though all the Elders and 
other brethten (it may be but one fewer,and of much bet- 
ter judgment) beagainſt it. 

3. VVeyvrote heretofore, that the Elders have rhe reyns 
of government committed to them : Now wee are taught, 
that the government of the Church is not Ariſtocraticall, 
yea that the people as kings haue the poyver , aftd the grea- 
ter part 0f the people (though in cxror ) are the ch 
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15 noted before. And ſo then by their opinion will follow, 
that the greater part of the people , yea that all the peopte, 
being kings, haue the reynes in their 11and ; & may decide, 
ſtay, determine, and conclude all matters of controveriie 
in the Church : though all the Elders & 0:1er brethren be 
againſt them. 

V Ve profeſicd heretofore that zo S1rr.ir tn ts ſhould Corſ-art, 
be miniſtred untill the Paſtors or Teachers were ch oft 2 ana ore Ig rY = 
deyned into their Offict - Now i: is hield by ſome, that feing per 
all the holic things of God are the Churci.cs, and people 185.C6- 
without Officers are a Church , therctore they may with- *©P+- P*8» 
our Othcers haue the uſe of the Sacraments and all the ho- **** 
lic things of God : & contequently may receive 11 by Ba- 
ptiſme, confirme by the Lords Supper, caſt out by excom- 
munication cc. Andin this writing ſent unto you, it may 
be obſerved, how they inferre that people without Orhcers 
may catt out, and theretore may reccive in,there being one 
powet for both. | 

s VVehadlearned that none may uſurp or execute a m- Conf art 
mfterie, but ſuch as are rizhtly called by the Church wherof they 21. Con- 


ftand min ifters, unto ſuch Offices, andin ſuch manner , as God *©P-P*S» 


hath preſcribed in his word - Now it is held by ſome , that DO 
people out of otk&e, may execute a!l the works, and duties 
of the miniſterie, for Baptiſme, Lords Supper, CEſures ec. 
And theſe men in their ſecond exception here vvrite,there 
15 one power for recciving in , & caſting out , & that peo- 
ple without Officers may doe both, as is obſerved before. 

6 VVelearnedand uſed heretofore, to applic to our CAN 
eſtate and uſe the things that the Scriptures teach concer- oats 
ning the Governours and people in Iſracl : Now vve are 23,24,2 + 
excepted & oppoſed againſt, if we doe ſo vvith theſe exce- ® $f 
ptions, and the like, 472. that rhey Pad crvill audtoritre and Iffoaghe 


government, which the Charch hath not ; that they could not on - ” 
" nas Fl ONT. A- 
91, & othct of our Treatiſe s » AS Defence againſt Mr, Sir. pag.10,13, $8, Cc. 
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in Iſrael foreive one anothers ſinne, as we can now : that the 

cople now have more power then in Iſrael, becauſe now we fol. 

Andyt [op Chriſt into heaven, whereas the pcople mizht not fellow the 


th. W--5 SY - . 
ky $4 - High prieſt into the moſt hottie place gre. And vvhat if any o- 


cally ca ther yyould ſay, that by like reaſon the Elders novy ſhould 
ea my Hhauc more poyver , then the Elders in Iſrael, becauſe the 
et i © Elders novy follovy Chriſt into heaven, vyhereas the Et- 
thepreti- ders then might not follovy the high prieſt into the moſt 
ous Run's holie place? And that Kings ſhould have more poyver 
___ nov in religion, then the Kings of Ifrae!, becauſe Kings 
& breit: novv follocy Chriſt into heaven, yvhereas the Kings then 
as on might not follovy the hieprieſt into the moſt holic place: 
mg ! nonorſo much as into rhe holie place, to come to the al. 
ſ-|fvvas 2 tar tooffcr incenſe. 2 Gyon. 26. Andnote here allo, that 
rype of Chrittand the Apoſtles reaſoning from the civil eſtate of 
heave the Governours & people of lfracl, & applying the thingy 
Of it tothe kingdome and Church of Chriſt , & to the Go. 
vernours and people ofthe Church novy , ſhould (by this 
nevy learning of theſe men) be thought to miſapplic thofe 
Scriptures, and places ſo alledged by them. As Mar. 21.24. 
= WM lohn 10 34. Ada. r.:0. Eph |. 12.13.19.20.21. andin 4 
Infings number the lixe laces. 
p.1$6.159 7 VYcheldrhatihe Baptiſme of Rome vas as true 
- *_ Baptiſme,as circumcſiv in the Apoſtalic of lirac] yyas true 
vaſt the CLrcumcition, and needed not to be renounced and repca- 
nabap. ted : novy vve vveretaught, that the Paputme aforeſaid is 
P,16.%&C. an Idol. And vve knovy that all Idols, vea and all monw 
& fome oO . : 
grounds MCnts of icolarrie, areto be renounced and rejeacd. F/4, 
tending 34.22, And an Idolis nothing in the world, ſayth the Apo- 
_—_ itle, r Coy.8, 4. ſo as then ſuch bapriſme is nothing, & ſuch 
ot pager people are an unbaptiſed people, & ought therefore { vvith 
&c, & in the Anabaptiſts) to get themtſclues baptiſed. 
Anfwearo ThusifL would follow their courſe, you may ſee I could 


. Iicob os i 
4 naapg note doyync {ou doctrines and allertions , not all of the 


—- ſounde 


touching the Diviſion, 3! 
ſoundeſt, vvhich our oppoſites have of late delivered and 
given forth: although I have hitherto held my peace ihce1e 
about. Neyther vvould I yet pub!iſh them , it there vere 
or might be hope of their repentance and amendement. 
but for your beticr information concernivg ihem & their 
dealing, I have thus impar ed ihemunto you. By vyhich 
any may contider vvhe-her it vvere not high itume for 
us to look to thele ye-ſons, and tothelſe things, vihen 
they vere come to this palic, & groyyen toluch an heigth 

among us, 


Now next for anſiyer of their exceptions ſent unto you 
ag41intus : though it be not ſo meer to be done in a private 
Letter,ſceing vve have publiſhed the cauſes of the diviſion 
they made, whereuntio they ha\ie not yet given anfwer: yet 
have 1 thought it not amiſle, upon this occaſion, and unto 
you (as your caſe ſtands) ro vyrite fomeyvhat thercabour. 

For the firſt therefore, which is made by comparing to- 
ecther the underitanding of Mar. 18, 17. with the Conffjt- 
on, Art. 24. and tbe Apol. pag.62.63. Ihaucalrady vvritten 

and publiſhcda Treatiſe concerning the expoſition of that 
Scripture: vvyhere alſo the reaſons alledged in the Apolo- 
gicare purpolcly and particularly treated of : to vvhich I 
rcferre you thereabout. And yyhat dealing is th:s of theirs, 
that having made ſuch a diviſion , as they have done, they 
leave the Trea.ife unanſvvered, which was purpolely writ- 
ten upon tha: occalion, andargument, and yet cealc not 
privately thus tom tinuate, as they doe? Belides,if for heir 
vvonted Phraſe ( the Church of Elders) they vvould ule ſuch 
rermes, as Otherviherc the Scriptures in our tranſla'ions 
hauc, andas he yvorditielf doth {ignific,namely,the Coz:- 
gregation of Ellers , ox the Afſemblie of Elders, or the like : 
then bo h -hem ſclucs & others might ſooner perceive the 
VANLUC OL (ELL CL.OL,and the light of the truthi againſt the, 
Ne: .her 
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Cort.at, 


Of the Objections 

Neyther ſhoy!d they forget, hovy M. Ainſyvotth himſelf, 

in his Anſyver to Mr. Bernard, ſhevveth that the vvord i is 
ſometime ſo uſed for the Congregation or Aſemblie of 
Etders and Governours , Mr. Ainfſw. Conterpoyſ. pag. 113. 
Laſtly, you may obſerve in the Article of our Confeſſion 
here alledged, that for the declaration and proof thereof 
theſe Scriptures among other are cited , Pfal. r22, z. Lev. 
20.45 5- & 24. 14. N unb. $. co Fo Dent. 13.9. all vyhich 
doc dire&ly carry us for this matter tothe Church of Ifraci 


ag 


andconſtitution thereof: vyhich novy (through love of 


their error) they vvould not be brought unto, tor the con. 

{(ideration and deciding of the matter betvyeen us. 
Obſerve alſo hereabout, that the povver of receiving in 

.andcutting off given tothe Church of Iſrael, yvas by them 


_uſedandto be performed according to order , and not any 


viay to vycaken, but to ſtabliſh the EldersauQoritie. And 
vive muſt not be ſtraungers from the policie of Iſrael, Eph, 
2. 12. &c. Yea this verie inſtruction in Afar. 78. rp. is 
ſuch , as it accordeth vvith and hath reference unto the 
grounds andbrdinances of God, taught of old by Moſes & 
the Prophets : as is ſhevved in particular in the Treatiſe a- 
forcſaid, andin the Churches agreement publiſhed there. 
about : So as their oppoſition againſt us therein, 1s indeed 
Againſt Iſrae), againſt Moſes , & againſt the Prophets : And 
vyhether the it be not alſo conſequently againſt the Lord 
and his ordinances preſcribed in his vvord, let all indifte- 
rent men judge. Such 1s their crror, and ſo great 15 thelt 
tranſgreſſion : and ooo 2 

Andhitherto of the firit Objection: vvhich in the prin- 
red copie, is the ſecond. VVhere furthermore obterve, 
hovy vyhen they doe here quote the Scriptures alledged 
for proof of the 24 Article of the Confeſſion, they doe it 
thus, Mat. 18. r7, ere. vihereas in the Confeſlion, it is 


Lays, Pfal. r22.3, cc, VYhichis to be notedin divers re- 
jpects: 


SD Doemonmncs... 


touching the Diviſion. x; 
ſpes: Firſt, becauſe it ſheweth, that at the ſetting downe ot 
| the Confeſlio,the Scriptures of the old tettament were ob 


| ſerved for the confirmation of it, aſyvell as of the newe 
| Secondly, that Cat. 78. 17. 1Sſo to beunderitood,as mas 
agree vvith the other Scriptures, & namely vvith Pſal. r2- 
f 3. Lev. 20.4.5. and 24. 14, Numb. 5.2.3. Deut. 13, 9. 
yvhich Scriptures are in his article alſoalledged, and joy- 
pl ned vvith that of Mat. 18.177. Thirdly, that it mult be 
1 underſtood vvith agreement and proportion to the order 
f and manner of lſracl, vyhereof theſe ſcriptures doe directly 
L- ſpeak. Fourthly, that therefore our underſtanding of it 
novv, as vvedoe, is (in the truth of the point it ſelf) accor- 
n ding to our auncicnt fayth : and not theirs vyho yyould 
N make us ſtraungers from lirael, and vyould perſyyade us 
1 that Chriſts dotrine in Mat. 18. 77. 1Sanevverulefor the 
1d Churches novv, vyhich Iſrael had not. And that theic 
h. people therefore have in deed left the ancient faith , which 
is thing they object unto others. 
he. Moreover by the Scriptures aſoreſayd joyned together 


& andcompared yvith the eſtate of Iſrael, it doth appeare ( & 
a rcaſonitſcltdoth teach it) that we muſt diſtinguiſh betwee 
xe. theſentenceof excommunication , and betyyeen the exc- 
ed Cution thereof : as betyveen the ſentence of death, of le- 
nd prolie, or the like, and betvycen the execution follovyving 
»d thereupon. Novv in liracl the Elders in cauſes of death, & 
fe. the Prieits in caſe of Leprofic , had a rightfull povver 10 
ett glveoutthe ſentence of death and of leprolic and the like, 
according to the layv of God, vvithout aſking the peoples 

1n- Cconlſcnt, yeaand though it ſhould have been vvithout and 


ye, Againſt the conſent of the people, vvhom they call here p 
ged «the bodieofthe Congregation. Den. r. 76. and 17, 8--12. 
cit 4rd 24.5. with 2 Chon. 26. 16---20. Levit. 13. fc. And 


iris Vyhenthe Elders and Prieſts had ſo pronounced the ſcn- 
sre- Qtencceaccordingto the vvord of God and dutic of thcir ct- 
X15: | | E jc 
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| fice, then yyasit for the people to performe the execution 
accordingly : as may be ſeen 1n the Scriptures aforciaid, & 
many other the like. 

* Thus allo the Elders may now by vertue & cutie of their 
Othce give our the ſentence of excomunicatio, according 
tothe layy of God, and the people ſhould accordingly pur 
it in execution, by ayoyding the excommunicated perfons 
ll they repent, Fc. Orifany of the people can except a- 
gainit the Elders proceeding therein, they are to be heard: 
45 in the foreſaid Treatiſe upon Mar. 18, 17. I have vvritte 
heretofore. V Vhere note further , hovy in that Trea- 
tiſcitis often mentioned ( & particularly in our agreement 
about the underſtiding of this Scripture of Mat.18.17.)rhat 
we ſhould alway underſtand aud obſerve theſe things according 
45 14 iſrael(inthedue fan wen & perpetuall equite thereof) 

and therefore not to abria'ze the brethren of their aſſent ' or any 
r12ht that doth apperteyne unto them by the word of God - but 
to doe all thmes accordme to the rules preſcribed therein, exc. 
And here let me then afke of this people thus divided 
herePbour : firſt, ryhether in Iſrael the Lord abridged the 
people of their right & libertic any way,in that by his word 
the Elders and Prieſts might admoniſh ſinners, & give ſen- 
rence of dcath, and leprolie, and the like things, vvthout 
at king or taking the peoples confent thereunto. Second. 
ly,vvhcther the people have any more right and authoritie 
1n the Churches government novy, then the people of 1(- 
racl had in thoſe dayes: Thirdly, yvhether the people of 
Iſrael yvere not kings & pricſts,even a kingdome of pricſts, 
and aholie nation, atyvel as the Chrittian people are now: 
Exod. FE: Pal. 1:9,1.0c.mitb r Pet.2.9.10. Rev.1.6, 


Fourthly, vykcther the Churches power, vyhich the Lord. 


hath given unto it, be not a minifteriall povver onely? 
Fittly, yvhether the Elders poyycr be not miniſteriall un- 
gerthe Lord, in and forthe Church, 10 asft is the Lords 
pri- 


| 
| 
! 
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primarily, the Churches ſeconcarily, a the Otncers nmi- 
niſterially or inſtrumentally for the Lord & the C hurch, 
yvvhoſe Othcers they are : - and thar therefore there 15 no 
rveight in their ObjeQions about the Elders povver,as if 
It vycre not the Churches , and that vvhich per cy neth lO 
the bodic of the Congregation : but that in deed ut 15 the 
Churches, & to to be munilſtred by the Othicers vvhom the 
Lord hath ſct in his Church, ro miniticr in his name, for 
the Churches uteand benefit : and that they vyhich op- 
pugne the Officers herein , doc not onely oppoſe againit 
them, but even againſt the Lord, & the Church, for which 
they vyould ſcem ſo much to plead. And finally, vvhe- 
ther the Oppolites in the Churches government, as the 
Anabaptitts in the Sacraments, vvould not make usaliens 
trom the common yvealth of lſrael, & that fo there ſhould 
not-be one bodic of them and us, one Lord over them and 
us, one fayth of theirs and ours, cc, as the Apoltle hath 
raughrus, Epheſ. 2.12--22. a> 5, and 4.4. &c. VVhich 
how abſurd and ungodly it vyere to hold, yve vviſh they 
may in time vvel conſider with them ſelves, atore moc cr- 
rors and further evils grovve upon them, then yet are. 

Furthermore, let meallo al ke, vvhy they doc not here 
{peak of themſelves, ( alvvell as of us } vyhat they pleaded 
to be the Church ſpoken of, Mat.18.17.a5 namely,hovy 
ſome of the raught publikly, that it isthe whole Church & 
Congregation Aalledging to that end, N um. rs. 33.07 27. 
2. and 35.72. asallo, that Chriſt in this place, {pcakerh 
of the kingdome of heaven, Mat. 1s. r. Fc. and that ther. 
tore we are to underttand it of the whole Church : How 
{omealto pleaded, that it mutt be underſtood, of men, vi 0- 
men & children that can forrovve & rejovce vvith others: 
prefling to this purpolic, that vvhich Pau] {peaks of the bo- 
dicand parts thereof forrovving and rezovcing one vvith 
another, r Cor, 12. 22--26, And furthermore hovy i It vias 

EY allo 
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alſo affirmed, thar in caſes of queſtion and controvet. 
lie, the greater part of the pcople (though vyithout & 
againſt all the Elders andother brethren) are the bodic and 
the Church, there ſpoken of, yea though they be in errour, 
e&rc. Andnovy in their exceptions pleading about it,they 
{peak of the whole Congregation , and of the bode of the Con. 
ereoation, in an oppoſition againſt the Elderſhip : and fo 
iceme hereto imply alſo ſuch an underſtanding thereof, 
Touching all which, it were long to rehearſe, eyther what 
reaſoning vve had, or vvhat might be ſheyved abour theſe 
poynts. But ſome fevve things I vvill note thereabour. 
And firſt, if this rule be found in the book of Numbers 
and lavves of Iirae], as by the doQtrine & allegations afore- 
(aid appearcth,then 1s it not a nevv rule, firſt given in Mar. 
[$, 17. as vvas held andurged both often and earneſtly a- 
mong us. Secondly, theſe Scriptures in the book of Num- 
bers, ſpcak of civil caſes and government : and yer yyhen 
vvealledge theſe or the like about the Elders, as they doe 
about the people, they except againſtus, as it vve miſap- 
plved the Scriptures, and give the Elders civill authoritie: 
vv.hich I ſuppole they vvill notgive to the people, though 
they make ſuch allegations about them in this queſtion, as 
vvedoe about the Elders. Thirdly, tonching theſe Scrip. 
tures and the like, it is certaine, that the ſinners and pleas 
in I{rael yvere brought before the Congregation of Elders 
to be judged by them, as may appeare by thefe Scriptures 
them ſelyes, being compared vvith Nam. 36.2. Dent. 19, 
12.17.4nd 1.12. 16. and 16.18. and r7.8--12. loſh.20.4. 
$.6. 1Sam.2.25. 2 Chron. rg. 5--I1. Pfal. $2. 1--6. Mat, 
$. 22. Lnk, 22.66. Afl.06. 12.65. " 
Moreover, tvvo of the Scriptures alledged, ſpeak of the 
people of I{rael vyyhen they vvere in the wildernes, vvhere 
they vvere lixe hundred thouſand men , betide children, 
Exod. 12, 37. And would they have us thinke, that this 
peoplic 


1ouching the Druifion. | 37 
people came together to hear examine and judge the caſes 
of unne and queition there ſpoken of , or that the parties 
there mentioned were brought or came unto all rhatCon- 
ercgation, as they vvould haye the cauſes of {inne and fin- 
ners to be brought unto the vvhole Church and congrega- 
tion aAmcng us, yea and the people to be bound to come & 
judge the brethrens cauſes, that doe fall out from time:o 
tame? | 

And for the third Scripture to alledged by them, if it be 
compared vvith Dext. r9. #--12. it maketh the poynt yct 
more playne againſt them ſclues. For Moles ſpeaking of 
one and the ſame matter in both ithole places, uteth 1a the 
one place the vyord Conerecation, & 1ntheother the terme 


Num. zf., 
12. 


Nurw.2«, 
12, 


of Elders : as if he vvould himſclt clus, that he ſpeaks of ny. ;« 


the Congregation of Elders. To vyhich end allo {re Teh. 
20.4. 5.6. Where the ſame matter is againe {puken of : & 
Det. 19. 15--18. vyherc after the treating of the former 
matter, he giveth a generall rule for the cales that might fal 
out among them. And vyhether novy yve ſhould beleeye 
Moſes or them, let themſelves judge. 

Touching the phraſe of the Kingdome of heaven. Mat.rs. 
r. &c. hoyvioever many have ben caryed thereby to think 


that this is a nevv rule, and perteyning oncly to the Chur- 


ches of the Goſpel {ince Chriit, and that the people now 
are otherwile intereſſed in the Churches government then 
they vverein lracl of old : yetitis evident that the ſame 
phraſe isalſo tpoken of the ſtate and Church of the Ieyyes, 
Mat. 22.2. 0c. and that therefore ſuch coiletions from 
this manner of ſpeach are not ſound. ; 

And vvhatis there here raught by Chriſt, that the Iewes 
ſhould not be caretull to obſerve, aſyycll as vve? Shopld 
not they be humble and harmleſle, as litle children, and fo 
entcrinto the kingdome of heaven ? at. 18. j--4. with 
Pſul. 131.1. 2. Prov..1y.33. and 16.19. and 13. 12, and 

E 1) 25.6 * 


12, 


Mar.18.1, 
Cs 


M:t, 19. 
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25.0.7. 1 Sam.12.3.4. Pfal.r38.6. Should they not avoyd 
2i1ving Officnces to others : & vyhen others oftended the, 
ſhould they not deale with them, and ſhevve them their 
tinne; Andit they did not repent and amend, bring them 
tothe Congregation of Elders, to be turther dealt yvith ac. 
cording to their demerit ; Orif they did repent, forgive 
them ? AMat.18.5--22. with Lev.19.14.10.17.18. Deut,rg. 
15-19. and 21.18S--21. and 25. 5--9. nith Ruth 3. g--413, 
and 5. rot}. 1 Sa. 2.25. Fj. 58.8.7. 

And further in the ſame chapter it may be obſerved, that 
Chritft teaching hovy God requireth men to forgive one 
another their (innes{ under the ft1imilitude of a king taking 
account of his ſervants)propoundeth it by the ſame phraſc 
of the kinedome of heaven. And thisallo is a dutie vvhich 
God required of the leyves alvvayes, afvvell as of us novv. 
Lev. 19.18. Exod. 23,4. 5. Pſal. 7.4. Ad. 7, 26. 

Andin the next Chapter, Chriſt ſpeaking of litle childe@ 
that yyere brought unto him, ſayth that of ſuch i che kene- 
dome of heaven. VVhich yvasalvvayes truc of the infants 
and children of the Ieyves, as of ours novyv. - But if any 
vyould gather hereupon, for babes and litle children :{ as 
ſome doe for the men, vvomen, & greater childre upon the 
like maner of ſpeach)that thereore thcy are to have a hand 
in the Churches government, aud that the cauſes of ſinne 
and queſtion falling our in the church ſhould be brought 
unto them (aſvycllasto the Elders) and theybound to be 
preſent to hear and judge all ſuch cauſcs arifingamong the 
brethren : 1ſuppole the people them ſelves, that hold the 
formcr opinion, and makeſuch collections ro mayn.eync 
it for the vyvhoie Congregation, yet vvould think ir abſurd 
thus to reaſon about the lefſer children : athough they 
be of the bodice of the Congregation, & that of tuch allo is 
the kingJome of heaven. 

AgaINc mM ihe next chaprer ſay cone, Mattheyy ſheweth 
hoyy 
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hovy Chriſt ſayd, that the kingdome of God (Hould be taken 
from the levves, and given to ( the Gentiles) a nation that 
ſhould bring forth the fruits thereof. Mat. 27, 43. SO As 
then by the doctrine of Chriſt himitel, it is one and the 
fame kingdome ot God, under yvhuch the leyves vvere, & 
vvenovvare. The differences about tome vvyo1l ily cere- 
moniall and mutable things, neyther doe nor can carrie 
vvith them an abolition of the things ſpiritual] moralland 
perpetuall : Neyther may yve at any band or under any 
prerence ſufter our felves to be mage al:ants trom the com- 
mon vvealth of lirael, asis noted before. 

For the other Scriprure, 7 Cor. 12, (4p, the Apoſtles 
purpoſc is not there to {peak of the cates and pleas about 
tinne, and of the maner of dealing therein ( as in Mar. 78, 


T5;16, 17. andagsour queition yvas among us) butof the 


diverſitic and inxqualitie of gifts & funttions given by the 
Lord in and to his church for the help and ſervice of all , to 
the building up of the myſticall bodie of Chritt. V Vhere- 
upon the Apoſtle ſheyveth it allo by the fimilitude & pro- 
portion-of the members of the naturall bodie, and of the 
teverall faculties rhereof: yvhich he applyeth and exten- 
detly, even to the feebleſt members, and to the leaſt and 
youngelt children of the Church that are but newly bapti- 
led, 1 Cor. 12.713---22.6c. to vvhom yet he appointeth 
not the caſes of tinne and pleas of the other members of 
the church to be brought for judgement & cenſure, as theſe 
men hereupon vvouldinferre, and as the matter in queſti- 
on is about CAL, rg, 17. 

Moreover, the things there ſpoken of the bodic , and of 
the parts thereof, might likeyvilc of old be applyed to 1t- 
racl according to their cltate ; and they vvcre then bound 
accordingly to vvalke,as members of one and the lame bo- 
ce, aftordingall help ſervice and comfort they could one 
unto another. Yet this might not then, nor may not now, 

hindcr 


rCor;13, 
chap. 
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hinder nor pervert the ordinance of God abont the Elders 
hearing and judging the cauſes of their brethren,& cenſu. 
ring themaccording to theirdemerit : butin deede it doth 
- much more ſtrongly eſtabliſh it, inaſmuch as the Goyer. 
nours are by the Lord ſet in the Church for that uſe, and ſo 
for the benefit of the whole : as alſo,thatall the members 
 / have not gifts fi for examining of perſons and deciding of 
caſes and queſtions that doe fall out, and yer norvvithſtan- 
ding are members in the bodie, and have othervviſe their 
good uſe, being firly imployed, and mult be holpen of the | 
reſt as their need is, and be partakers of the gifts bettovved 
, upon others, for their good and comfort. 

And yet further , this Scripture is more dirc& againſt 
the, in that it ſheweth how in the Church ſome have a 
more chief place then others, as the head, & eyes, & hands 
in the bodie : &arc therefore to be reſpeted & imployed 
according to theirgifts and place, vvherein God hath ſet 
them, 7 Cor.72.14---28. VVhichislitle regarded of them, 
vvho in caſes of queſtion and controve1tic ( vvhere there 
is greateſt need of molt knovviedge and vviſedome) vvill 
then look yyhere the greateſt number of the people 1s 
( though they may be of the molt {t1mple) and vvill haye 
them to be the Church, and ro haue the Churches povvyer 
and authoritie to'give the ſentence ( yea albeit that all the 
Elders & other brethren of better judgment, but feyver in 
number, be againſt them) : as if the multitude ſhould {till 
be folloyved, & thatthere vycre no difterence or inequa- 
litie of gifts, of Office, or other reſpe@ at all to be had 
VVhich how farit is from the intendement of this Scrip- 
ture alledged by themiſclucs, let all that underſtand accor- 

ding to ſobrietie judge. 
A Cor.12. Andlettheſe men if they vvill not be taught otherwiſe, 
yet learne of their oyvne bodies, from vyhich the Apoſtle 
Rom, 12, Porrovveth his Gnulitude here : aud there they ſhall ſee, . 
$--5, that 
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thatall the members of the bodie are not given oruſed for 
counſel and determination in the things that concerne it 
(though yet they have their other profitable ule) : where- 
upon 1t is, that vvhen ſome part of the bodie is hurt , the 
hand is not uſed or ſought unto to ſee withall,nor the foot 
to heare, neyther doth the head take them to conlult and 

determine vyhat to doe there about : bur yvhen the head 
it ſelf hath conſidered & determined (according to the gift 
& dutie thereof) then ituſeth the help of the hand or foot 
orany orall the members, according as there is nced and 


_ occalion. And thus haveall the members their good uſe 


& ſervice in the bodie, being rightly uſed & applyed there- 
unto. Bur ſhould novy hereupon the hands or feet ſay,be- 
cauſe they are not ſought unto and employed to ſec hear & 
determine, as the eye, care, and headare : that therefore 
they looſe their right, and are notuſed or regarded as the 
mebers of the bodie ſhould ? Yetafter ſuch a maner plead 
the people aforeſaid, that they are vyronged 6c looſe their 
rightand libertic, if vyhen mattersof finne and queſtion 
arile between brethren of the church , they be not ſought 
unto, and bound tocome together to hear and determine 
the caſes, to examine and cenſure the perſons ſo dealt 
vvithall. | 
Nay though the Elders fitte publickly to hear and judge 
ſuch cauſes, and that it be left free for any of the people to 
come that yyil : yet they thinke they have injurie, unles 
that they be called upon and bound to come together ;and 
that they alſo make inquilition and ccnlure the cauſes and 
perſons dealt vvithall ; & that the greater number of their 
voyces (though vvithout and againſt all the Elders) be ta- 
ken for the Churehes ſentence, ec. VVhich in deed, what 
IS it els but as if eyther the whole bodic ſhould become one 
member, an eye, an carc, an head, or the like : or as if the 


, foot ſhould fay, Becauſe I am not the hand, lam not ofthe 


F bodic 
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bodie : or as if the hand ſhould ſay , Becauſe I am not em. 
ployedas the eye, care, or head, therefore Iloſe my right, 
and am not uſed or eſtecmed in the bodie as I ought to 
be? Yea vyhat is it els, but to bring them ſelves in- 
to bondage ( and in deed tobring an Antichrittian ler. 
vitude on the people in the Church ) vyhen it being 
left free unto them to come or not to come, yet that 
ſhall not ſuffice, unles they be bound thereunto, as is a- 
forcſaid, 
And fo it ſhall not be ynough, that the Eiders by 
Rom. 12, their Office are bound untoit, and ought to have mayn- 
7, 3. tenance for the doing of it, and of the other duties of 
: Thel-ſ- their Office : but the-men muſt ( vvithout any allow- 
6-43 : 
1 Tun. 5. ance for'it ) leave thErr trades and callings , the vyo- 
17.18. men their houſes and-families:, thechildren their ſchoo- 
ling and employment, the ſervants their vvork and la- 
Gr bour, and muſt come together { though it ſhould be 
come ro ay after day ) to heare and judge the caſes that fall out 
paſſe in betyvcen brother and brother, according to. Mat. 18. 


great CO- 7-, For by this Scripture in-z Cor. 12. chap. they vvill 


regat 10S : | 
& > hc have itunderſtood of men, yyomen , and children that 


many ca- can ſorroyy and rejoyce vvith others, as before vyas 

x ow ſhewed. And many moe things might be noted about 

&, 2 this and the other Scriptures ſpoken of : but theſe few 
obſervations may ſuffice. 12 | 

Yet afore I proceed, let me by this occaſion note tyyo 

things more hereabout in generall. The one , that as 

it ofien cometh to paſle vvith heretiks, ſchiſmatiks & An- 

tichrittians , that the yerie Scriptures alledged by them- 

ſelves, being ſearched and duly vveighed, they ate fit & 

forccable againit themſelues : ſo itis fallen out vvith theſe 

men 1n this caſe : as may appeare by that yy hich hath ben 

ſayd touching the Scriptures thus alledged by them. The 

Other isa thing, vvhich M. Ainſyv, hath yyel obſeryed a- 

bout 
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bout Idolatrie, that :t 5 a ſinne which cleaveth faff to all Ah, 
ſoas the beſt in che world de eaſily fall rmto it , doe take pleaſure 
in it, and are hardly drawen from it : An example vyhereof 
may be ſeen in the people aforeſaid , vvho being carycd 
rvith the loye of their errour about the matter ſpoken of, 
vvould chuſe bondage afore libertie ( yea and a bondage 
accompanyed yvith many other evils entuing upon men 
vvomen and children) rather then they vvould be drayven 
from the errour and Idol] ſetup in their heart. But I hope 
their children | if not themſelves) vvillin time grovv vvi- 
ſer, hoyy ever in other things it be too common , that the 
children remember their fathers altars and Idols, as the 
Prophet Ieremiah ſaid of the people in his dayes. Jer. 77.2. 

Let me alſo about the matters themſelves concerning 
the greater part of the people, the vvrhole Congrega- 
tion , or bodic thereof ; the men, vyomen, and chil- 
dren of yeares ; pleaded to be the Church ſpoken of, 
Mat. 18, 17. delire to knoyy by vyhat Scriptures they 
vvill novv manifeſt and confirme it to ſuch as arc other- 
vviſe mynded : as alſo, if the yyomen and children ſhould 
in a controverſie be the greater part, whether then they be 
the Church there ſpoken of ; & haye the Churches power 
and authoritie ro excommunicate the men : and yyhether 
theſe perſons divided not them elves from the Church, 
vyhen they left us; ſeeing vve vvere the greater number 
both of the Elders and people,v vhom they departed from: 
Alſo, vvhether the Elders be of the bodic of the Con- 
gregation, vyhercof they ſpeak, or not ( for here they 
teemec to make an oppolition betyveen the bodic of the 
Congregation , and the Elderſhip) : And if they be, 
vyhat place they have in the bodic , yvhether a ſupe- 
riour or inferiour place: And yvhether in the Conore- 
gation and preſence of them , the vyvomen and chil, _ 


have authoritie ( by vertue of that rule, Mat. 18: 77. 
z #4 CXamiIne 
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examine rebuke and admoniſh their huſbands, parents, & 
maſters, being there dealt vvithall for ſinne : ſeeing the 
Church is told ; and the vvomen and children are of the 
Church ; and they that are of the Church there fpoken of, 
may examine & admoniſh, & are to be heard &obeyed, ec. 

Neyther let them thinke much, that I propound ſuch 
queſtipns, or that I ſpeak thus about vvomen and children 
&c. For they knovy, that ſuch aſſertions and pleading vve 
have had from them , and that fuch opinions are among 
them. And vve knovy, that if they anſvyer directly to the 
things here and before propounded, the truth vvill better 
appear, and the controverſte be ſooner ended between us : 
And what they hold & mainteyn concerning theſe things, 
is necdefull for us ſtill to inſiſt upon, ſeeing that about the 
underſtanding of this Scripture of Hat. 19. 17. they have 
 ſodealtandleft usas they have done. 

Other things I yvill omit, that might herealſo haye 
their place and uſe : noting this onely, that it is a ſtraunge 
 &cxtraordinarie caſe, whe acontroverſic ſhould ſo ſtand, 
as all the Elders ſhould be one vvay, & all the people ano- 
ther way. And in cextraordinarie caſes, the courſe and war- 
rant from the vyord of God muſt accordingly be had. Bur 
vvhatis this to the ordinaric maner of government in the 
Church, vyhereof the queſtion vyas among us, & yvhere- 
about it yyas particularly mentionedat the beginning, thar 
our reaſoning ſhould be ? 

Laſtly, vvhat vveight is there in this exception of theirs 
againſt our underſtanding of Mat.18.17. more tben might 
be againſt Iſrael of old, vyho could underſtand ſuch ſpea- 
ches of the Congregation of Elders, vyithout impeaching 
any libertic ofthe people orfalling into any errour againſt 
the truth ? But I have ſpoken hereof before : and of this 
matter, more largely then I purpoſed : though yet not (© 
largely as I might, conſidering the point it ſelf, and hovy 

7 they 
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they have caryed themſelves thereabout. Noyv I vvill 
cometo the next Objection. 


For the ſecond, yyhich concerneth cxcommun1:cation 71 
by a people without officers, I have inthe foreſaid T reatite : 
yvritten particularly thereabout:yvhere alſo I have treated Trear. cy; 
purpoſely and largely of the place of the Apologie, vvhich Mar. 18. 
they have here alledged : ſoas that ſhonld firſt have ben ?'7* 
anſyvered, afore they had thus dealt as they have done; 
eſpecially, ſecing that there I detired anſyver & confirma- 
tion of that opinion , vvriting in this ſort about it , Where 

ſinde we in the Scriptures, that God hath thus l.ud upon the peo- 
ple without Officers to excommunicate? Where us the precept 
for zt: Which be the examples of it : Or what are the grounds 
requiring and bearing it out 2 Inthe ſame place allo 1 noted, 
that in the Scriptures we may obſerve not onely ſundry cxaples, 
ſhewing how it hath ben done by the Lord himſelf,and by his mu- 
wiſters and Officers - but alſo arvers ordinances & grounds dt- 
reading and warranting us to doe likewiſe. The particulars 
vyhereof ſce in that Treatiſe; vvith divers other conftide- 
rations and reaſons thereabout. V V hich might have cau- 
ſed them ceyther to anſyverus, or atleaſt (as there is noted) 
_ toconlider vvith themſelves how the Churches excommunt- 
cation can be adminiſtred by any but ſuch as are the Lords and 
the Churches Officers and Overſeers : and how people without 
Officers can chalendee to themſelves the miniſtration of this any 
more then of the Sacraments, e&+c. 

And belides, you may perceive both by our churches e- 
ſtace, and by particular note ſet dovyn in the ſaid Treatiſe, 

.that our controyerlie vyas about a Church eftabliſhed with 
Officers : and that it vyas before our parting agreed among 
us, to leave the things concerning people without Officers to fur- 

ther conſideration. To vv hich alſo 1 do ſtill referre it. One- 
ly where he ſayth here, that our dot7rine overthrowes the con- 
F wy ſtitution 
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ſtitution of 617 Church, which was gathered and conftituted by 
Chriſtrans without Officers, recetvme in the repent ant , and ca- 
ſting ont the diſoveatent, ce, Ivvill hereupon note a tevve 
things briefly, to ſheyvethe errour and yyeakpes ot their 
cxception hercin. 

And firſt { omitting vyhat is ſayd before) it vrere vvorth 
the knovving, by vvhom ( or by vyhat Church) the firſt 
man or firit tyvo men ofthis Church (whereof they peak) 
vvcre reccived in, and by what poyver. Secondly, it 1s 
knovven and not to be torgotten, that by our baptitinc, as 
allo by accord in the truth, vvyeare bound to communion, 
in any thing lavvtull (as God giveth occation & opportu- 
nitic thcreunto \ : vyhich thing vvas herctotore ſhewed 
unto them : though yet they have not learned itas they 
Thirdly, it 1s alto plaync and uudenvable, that to 
chulſc or give voyces in election, 1s not a part of governe- 
ment,or 1dutie peculiar to the governours of the Church, 
but an intereſt, povver, right, and libertic , that the ſaints 
and pcople out of Office have and thould utc in elcaions, 
not onely at firſt, when they have no Officers, but alvyayes 
after in other elections allo,evycn vyhen they have Othicers 
over them. Laſtly, ſceing our doctrine overthrovyveth 
not the conſtitution of the church of Ilſracl atore Chritt, 
nor of the primitive Churches after Chriſt,it ci not there- 
fore overthroyy the conſtitution of our Church,or of any 
other, that is accordingly built upon the foundation of the 
Apoſtles & Prophets, letus Chriſt himſelf bcing the head 
corner ſtone. Ephcſ. 2, 19, 20. Byall vyhich you may ſec, 
hovy yayne & trivolous this their cxception is. To which 
may be reterred the firſt, ſrxt,and ſeventh of the Objections in 
the printed copie. And 1o touching them , obſerve the 
things ſpoken of here, and in the forcſaid Treatite upon 
Mat. 18.17. = 


For 
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For the third, it being of much like nature vyith the fe- 

cond betore, the ſame an{vver thatis there given may lut- [TT 

fice forit. Yet thus much I v vill acquaint vou vvith tuar- 

ther : that the like thing be111g objected here againſt me, 
and yyritten of unto tus tromu the church at Leyden, I gave 
this anſvveruntoit : 222, tvat the Church may excommunt- 
cate any Officer deſervinz it, as well as any other member. Alſo 
that if all the Officers doe joyntly trazſareſſe and ſo perſtil , the 
the Church which did chuſe them , may alſo depoſe and refuſe 
them for beeing their Officers any longer, cx may ſiparate them- 
ſelucs from them. But that the people may excommunicare ail 
their Of ficers or whole Elderſhip toxcther, I deſired to ſect ſhew- 
ed and warranted from the word of God. This yvas then an- 
ſyvered , & ſent fro hence in a generall letter tothe church 
at Leyden : as 1s knovyven unto them , and yvas by Mr. 
Ainſw. himſelfalſo ſubſcribed at that time,tor my anſ{vver 
hereunto : hovvſoever novy they ſpeake not of 1t. So fat 
as chuling reacheth(which being not an action of govern- 
ment, may be done by people out of office) fo faralſo may 
the refuling goc. And yyhatſoever ( in extraordinarie ca- 
{cs ) 15 attempted further, muit be approved by the vvord of 
God, that ſo it may be admitted. 

And novy for the exception itſelf, ( vyhich is here the 
third, but in the printed copie is the firft ): note theſe things 
moreover concerning it: that the particulars ofthe 23 Ar- 
nicle of our Confeſſion here alledged, being found true in 
the Churches of I{racl before Chriit , and of the Gentiles 
ſince Chriſt : the exception made hereabout can not be 
of vyaight againſt this or any other Church eſtabliſhed ac- 
cording to the yvord of God, as thoſe vvere, but mult be 
allo againit thoſe churches vvithall. For which tee & con- 
ſider the Scriptures alledged in the Confeſſion for confirma- 
tion thereof. And obſerve here allo, whether it can be 


ſhewed by thoſe or any other Scriptures, that any in Lira! 
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or in the primitive Churches did ordeyne Officers, or de. 
poſe, or excomunicate eyther the, orany vvicked perſons 
deſerving it, but ſuch as yvere Goyernours and Officers a- 
mong them. 

Ifany inſiſt upon AXymb. 8. 9. ro. which of all other 
places is the likeſt, or onely like to be objz<Qed, becauſe 
there it is ſayd, the ch1/dren of Iſrael ſhall put thetr hands upon 
the Levites : then note alſo further, thu by this phraſe of 
ſpeach of the children of Iſrael, and other ſuch ſpeaches of 
the men of Iſrael, the tribes of Iſrael (and the like in the Scri- 
ptures) are the Elders of Iſrael often meant & underſtood. 
As forexample, in another the like caſe, they vvhich are 
called the Elders of Iſracl, Lev.g.r. are in the ſame chapter 


called the children of Iſrael, Lev. o.z. where the Scptuagint | 
have in both places alike, rhe Senate or Elderſhip of Iſracl. As | 
alſo 7oſh.7.2;3. where the Hebreyy hath the cbildren of Iſrael, | 


the Greektranſlation hath the Elders of Iſrael. And veric 
reaſon it (elf teacheth tortounderſtand it. For othervviſe 
hovy ſhould ſo many hundred thouſand of Iſrael , as then 


vvere of the people, eyther at once heare or doe the things : 
there ſpoken of? Andifit be ſayd, ſome did it for the reſt | 


of Iſrael, then I aſ ke, firſt, vvho thoſe ſome vvere, but the 


Elders, vvhom Iſrael novyy had. Exo. 3. 16. and 5. 29. Lev. | 
9. 1. &c. andſecondly, under vvhom they didirt, but un- | 


der the Lord, vyho ſet them over the people to miniſter & 
TGOVErne in his ſtead. Exod, 20,12. Num.1T, 16--30. Den.r. 
9--18.and16.158.andi7, 12. and tg, 12.17. 0. 
Solikeyviſe they vyhichare called the men of Iſracl, /of. 
9,6,7,14.Arc in the ſame chapter called the Princes of the 
Congregation, of. g,x5,18,r9,2r. And they vvhich arc 
called the tribes of Iſrael, 2 Sar. 7..7, are othervyhere cal- 
icd the Iudges of Iſracl, r Chron. r7.6. Inlike maner , that 
vyhich is ſometimes ſaid to be done by the prople, Exod. 20. 
18,719. 1Sam.$, 7,10, 19, 21, is Otheryyhere ſaid to be 


done 
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done by the Elders Dewt.5.23. : Sam.8,4. In vyhich places 
& ations common reaſon alſo teacheth ſo to underſtand 
the ſpeaches, as vvas ſheyved before. And in like ſort may 
be obſerved, hovv the vvord Church or Congregation is di- 
yers times uſed for the Aflemblie or Congregation of El1- 
ders, Num.3 5, 12,24, 25,29. with Deaut. 19, 11.12. 16.17. 
end 31.28.30. Joſh. 20.4. 5.0. Pſal. 82. 1.1 Chron. 29. r. 
6. with 28.1. &c. asisnoted in the other Treatiſe on Atar. 
18. 15. And many ſuch Synechdochicall ſpeaches( vyhere 
the name of the yyhole is given to a part) may be obſerved 
in the Scriptures. V V hich vyhiles men vvill nceds under- 
ſtand , according to the letter ,- they grow into many er- 
rours, ſome one vvaie, ſome another, as othersalſo doe in 
other things, miſtaking figurative ſpeaches, as if they were 
ſpoken and ſhould beunderſtood literally. 

And thus much I thought to vvrite further hereabout : 
And this alſo, that they ſhould better obſerve the clauſes 
particularly expreſſed in the article ſpoken of , as namely Cv. art. 
that the eleting and ordeyning of the Officers is to be ac- *?' 
cording to the rules in Gods word preſcribed , that depoſition 
likeyviſe is to be by due order,and that the cutting off by ex- 
communication muſt be done orderly. V Vhich clauſes as 
they byndeus to ſhew by the Scriptures, that the people 
not being in office may chuſe their Officers ,as is proved 
both there, andin the Apologic heere cited, pag. 46. 47. 10 
doc they alfo binde theſe perſons thus making exception, 
to ſhevy out of the vyord of God , like rules , practiic, or 
vvarrant, af ordination, depoſition,and excommunicatio, 
miniſtred and performed by people out of office. V Vhich 
till they doe, .yyhat vveightoruſe is there of their excepti- 
Ons, {ave that it turnes to be a meanes for. the truth to be 
better found out, and morecleared from tymeto tyme. | 


For the fourth, itis of like nature vvith the ſecond and 1V. 
G third 
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$ 
third hercbefore : vyvhere therefore ſee the anſvvers. And 


if they vyould here imply a particular matter concerning 
one of our Miniſters, about impoſition of hands : that isa 
point alſo left to further conlideratio among, us:befide that 
it fell out ſince thejrdeparting from us : and therefore per. 


_ reynes not to the plea about their diviſion, vvhich vvas 


made before. Yet notyvithſtanding the anſyver vyhich 
follovves hcre to their fift and next excepiion, will both 
give ſome light to the poynt itſelf, and ſhew good reaſon 
of the needfull difcuſſing thereof-: which you ſhall doe 
well therefore to conſider of as folloyyeth. 

But firſt ( by occaſion of that which is printed) I will 
hcre annexealitle more. For now they doe in particular 
cxprefle this matter, concerning onethat was miniſter in 
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the Church of England, and is ſince choſen Teacher of | 


this Church, and received among us, vvithout any nevve 
impoſition of hands. So novy refer hither to this Obje- 
ion, the third and fift in the copie that is printed. Tou- 
ching which, let me firſt ſignify that our teſtimonic againſt 
the Antichrittian hierarchie of the man of ſinne ; txeated of in 


' the Confeſſion, is not by us reverſed or vveakned any way, 


but noyy is rather more ſound and ſtronger alſo, then 


It yvas hitherto, inaſmuch as it is more firmely grounded, 


Not onely againſt the apoſtaſie of Antichriſt, but alſo a- 


gainſt theerrours & confuſion of the Anabaptiſts : where- 


about we have ben encumbred, not a litle. 

For the Anabaptiſts holding that Antichriſt had utterly 
deſtroyedall Gods ordinances, fo that there yvyas not ſo 
much as true Baptiſme retcyned and had among them, 
thereupon they began to baptiſe the felyes againe. V Vhole 
errours yyhiles yye confuted (as by our books publiſhed 
thereabourt may appeare) : and yyhiles ſome of them ob- 
jected, that yve ſhould no more reteyne the Baptiſme,then 
the miniſterie there received : yye had thereu ppon juſt oc- 
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eafion given us to conlider thereof. And ſo rvveighing 
vvith our ſelves, that one mayne and ſpeciall reaſon againit 
rebaptization 1s, becauſe Bapriſine is an ordinance of Go, 
vvhich vyas had in the Church of Rome, before ſhe fell 
into apoſtaſie, and hath been there continewed eyer (ince 
the Apoſtles tymes ( hovveverit be commingled among 
them vvith many corruptions & inventions of their own ) 
vve began to conſider, vyhether the like might not be ob- 
ſerved and fayd concerning 1mpoſition of hands , that it yvas 
had from the Apoſtles in the Church of Rome before hier 
apoſtaſie,& is there continued to this daye ; though mixed 
vvith many pollutions and deviſes of their oyvne. 
Andentring into conlideration thereof, yye obſeryco 
theſe things among other aboutit. 1. Thar 77po/it;on or 
hands is of God, and not an invention of inan , not a pott 


or threſhold firſt brought by Antichriſt into the Temple 


of God, but had therein afore Antichriſt ſate there. 2. That 
baptiſme and impoſition of hands are joyned rogether,among 
the principles of the foundation ſpoke of, Heb. 6, 2. which 
vvc thought therefore ſhould in this behalf be vvell rcgar- 
ded. 3. That impoſition of hands is in the Church of 
Rome ſtill given to the Office of miniſterie, & in the name 
of the Lord : as they doe allo ſtill adminiſter baptitme. 
4. That vve found not eyther precept, example or ground 
in the Scripture, binding us to the repetition therect. 
$. That the Prieſts & Levites in Iſrael becoming un- 
clcane, vvhen aftervvard they vyercclcanſed, reteyned hill 
their places of being Prieſts and Levites : And that the 
children of the Prieits and Levites fucceding aticr them , 
did miniſter yvithouta neyv anoynting or ucvyimpoli'io 
of hands : Yea that in the caſe of Idolatrie, the Leyites rc- 
penting kept their funQion, & the Pricſts allo, being one- 
Iy debarred from the altar, but ſtill remayning Prieits, buth 
doing {uch dutics and cnjoying ſuch benetiis thereof, as 
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the other Iſraelites might not, no nor the Levites, but in 
caſes of neceſlitie. Levit. 22. 1--9. and Ezech. 44. 10--I4, 
2 King. 23. 9. with Lev. 21. and 24,9. Mat.12,4. 6. That 
in the Scriptures vve finde , how ſome Officers vvere ad- 


RA vvith it, & ſome vvithout it. As about the Levites 


may be obſerved : and about the Apoſtles allo, that Paul 
and Barnabas had impoſition of hands, vyhich we read not 
that the other Apoltles had. A. 13,1,2,;3. 7. That 
ſome Churches hold it not of neceſſitie to be had: T hat the 
Church of Scotland { as we heare ) doth not uſe it at all, bug 
in ſtead thereof give the right hand of fellovvſhip : That 
the firſt miniſters and othcers of the Dutch and French re- 
formed Churches had no impoſition of hands ; becauſe at 
thcir firſt comming into order, they had no Elders to im- 
pole hands : That the ruling Elders and Deacons at this 


dayc have no impoſition of hands among them, as vve un- | 
derſtand : That neyther the apoſtate nor the reformed : 
Churches repeat it to the miniſters, yvhen they goe fro 


one Congregation toanother among them. 8. And it 


may alſo be obſerved, that thus vye ſheyy the keeping of |; 


communion vvith all other Chriſtians & Churches, what 


inus1is : as yve doe alſo by reteyning our baptiſme,and any | 


other truths & ordinances of God had among the - which 
{ti]l vve keep, purging them onely from the corruptions 

wherewith they are defiled among them. | 
Novy vyhen upon our occaſions, divers things herea- 
bout vvere obſerved among us, vve thought it beſt to ſtay 
and conſider further thereof; knovving that if vye finde it 
to be {uch as ought to be done, vvecan doe it atany tyme: 
or if it be othery viſe, that then this courſe vyhich vve took 
1s the beſt. Other reaſons yve conſideredalſo on the other 
hand, vyhich I need not here mention. But ſeeing vve 
tound that it was even fro the Apoſtles times in the church 
ot Rome long before ſhe became apoſtate , as baptiſme 
Was; 
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yyas; and that the repeating of it among us, and not re- 
garding the having of it there, is a meanes to ſtrengthe the 
Anabaptiſts in their errours ; and obſerving vvithall ſuch 
coliderations about it, as are here betorc related, we ſtaved 
our ſelves: and reſted in this , that the Church did chute 
him into office ; and that vve did by praver commend him 
unto God for his grace and aſliitance in the minittration 
thereof : V Vhich vve did vvithour impoſiiion of hands at 
that tyme : as both our ſ(clves had before done , at our firſt 
growing into order ; and as.the French ani Dutch Chur- 
ches allo did , when they firſt began retormation among 
them. V Vhereabout if any ſounder and better courſe be 
ſhewed hercafter at any tymc,we can then procecd further, 
as there ſhal be caule. 

In the meane tymae, let it here be obſerved, hoyy theſe 
that thus object, and their partakers, can(all of them) hold 
that the people having no office may excommunicate; and 
(ſome of the) that they may alſo miniſter the Sacraments: 
and yet can except againſt ſuch as are in office, if they doe 
but make queſtioof a ceremonie or any thing thereabour. 

And laſtly, let themſelves conſider , hovv the Anaba- 
ptiſts objeR againſt us, that vve receive ſuch for members 
of our Chutrch,as were baptized by the Prelates and Prieſts 
In apoſtate Churches : ſoas becauſe of it vyc baptiſe them 
not againe, vyhen at the ſame tyme yve baptiſe others that 
vvere never baptized betore : Andallo, that the leaving & 
repenting of all the corruptions and apoſtatic among the, 
vvill not ſatilfy the Anabaptiſts , unles vve leave alſo the 
baptiſme ir ſelf, and hold vvith them that there is not (© 
much as one poſt or threſhold of Gods remayning in the 
apoſtate Church; as ſomealſo of theſe that thus except a- 
gainſt us, have not ſtuck toaffirme. 

They thatare vviſe and unpartiall, vvill carcfully con(i- 
der and regard theſe things, though theſe men them ſelves 
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cannot yet bebrought {o to doe. And novy I vvil proceed 
tothe next ob icction. 


For the fift, vvith which the fourth and cre) in the prin- 
tedcopicdocagree , it yvas indeed fayd, that the ba priſme 
of the Church ofRomeis true baptiſme. Ando iris, as 
the circumcition in Iſraels apoltaſic vyas true circumCcili- 
on, and not to be repeated agayne. Anditit be not a true 
baptiſme, itisa falſc baptiſme : And falſe bapritme 15 not 
Gods baptiſme, nor Gods ordinance. For God is the au- 
thor of truth,not of falſhood. 

Morcovera true baptiſmeare yve bound to have, when 


vve hayethe meanes toattayne it. Els the ncgle thereof 


is {inne. V Vherefore they that hold it not to be truc ba- 


* ptiſme, muſt become Anabaptiſts, and be rebaptized. 


V Vhich thing let them yvell look unto. 

And ſeeing (in the printed copic ) they ſaye, they doe ſtill 
denyc it to be true baptiſme,l yyill here therefore inſiſt upon 
it ſomeyyhat more. And firſt, it muſt be remembred, 
that vvhen I fayd, the Baptiſme of the Church of Rome is 
true baptiſme, they did not onely deny it ſo to be ( vvhich 
alone they ſpeak of here ) but affirmed it alſo to be an Idol: 
vvhereof here they ſpeak not at all. Note alſo, that our 
ſpeach vyas and is, of the outvyard baptiſine in the Church 
not of the invvard baptiſme of the holy Ghoſt, which is & 
may be eyther vvith or vvithout the outvvard baptiſme;& 
wherof none v'vill offer to ſay, that itis not truc baptiſme, 
or that it is an 1dol, as vvas fayd of the other. 

Novy therefore upon their opinions and aſſertions, 1 
reaſon further thus : If the Baptiſme had in the Church of 
Rome, be not true baptiſme, then it is not the Lords ba- 
ptiſme, ordeyned by him in his Church : And if it be not 
that baptiſme of the Lords, the they which haye no other 
bur it, ſhould not in thatetlate cate the Lords ſu pper, but 

ſhould 
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ſhould get the Lords baptiſme, afore they come to the 
Lords table. For as in Iſrael none might cat of the Lords 
paſſcover, that had not the Lords circumciſion fo novy 
may none cat the Lords ſupper, that have not the Lords 
baptiſme, Exod. 12, 48. Ad. 2,41, 42. 1 Cor.10,1---4. with 
Ad. 18.8. and Cor. 11.26. Ando by this doctrine & 
opinion of theirs, as often as they come to the Lords rabie 
m that eſtate, they pollute and prophanc it, and cate and 
drinke judgment to themſelves; and theretorc had need 
betymes tolook unto it, and to examine aud judge them- 
ſelves hereabour, leaſt they be judged ofthe Lord. 1 Cor. 
11.28.09. 

Agayne, there is but one baptiſme , as there is but one 
bodie, one ſpirit, one hope of our calling, one fayth, one 
God and Father of all, &c. Epreſ. 4.4.5.6. 1 Cor. 12. 13. 
Novv the baptiſme had in the Church of Rome , eyther is 
that one baptiſme, or is not it. If it be that one, then it is 
true baptiſme, vvithout all queition : If it be not, then 
they which have no other but it, have not that one ba- 
ptifme,ſpoke of by the Apollle in the Scriptures aforeſaid : 
and therefore muſt get it, not onelyatore they may come 
to the Lords table, as is aforeſaid, but alſo that they may 
have the comfort of this one baptiſme, & the true outward 
| ſeale of Gods covenant, to confirme unto them that they 

are baptized into that one bodice; partakers of that one ſpi- 
rit; heyres of that one hope of eternall life; under that one 
Lord, in that one fayth, the children of that one God and 
father of all, vyhich is above all, and through all, and in us 
all. Otheryviſc, ſo long as they negle& or deprive them- 
ſclves thereof, it vvill folloyy upon them by their ovvne 
opinion and aſſertion (yyhich they ſay they doe f{ill bold) 
that they ſtand in great ſinne,negleCting or contemuing to 
have the true baptiſme, inſtituted by the Lord, & that 


they deprive themſelves of great comfort, and confumati- 
| On 
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on of their fayth , about the particulars aforeſayd , tou. 
ching the bodice and ſpirite of the Lord, the fayth and hope 
of the children of Godeven our Father in Ieſus Chriſt. 
Furthermore, the baptiſme had in apoſtate Churches, 
eyther is a ſeale of the covenant of God, or not. Ifirt be a 
ſcale of the Lords covenant , then ſure it is true baptiſme. 
If it be nor, then ſee vyhat great things vvill follovv there- 
upon : As firſt, that they vyhich have no other baptiſme 
but it, haye not the outyvard baptiſme that (ealeth unto 
them the covenant of God : and therefore muſt vyvirh the 
Anabaptiſts getre another , that they may be aſſured they 


have the ſeale of Gods coyenant of grace and falyation : _ 
Secodly, that there neyther haye ben, nor ſhall be in Baby-- | 

lon any of Gods people under his covenant ; which is con- | 
trarie to that vvhich is vvyritten , Revel. 19, 4. vvhere the | 
Lord ſheyveth that he hath his people, vvho by the words + 
of his covenant he calleth thence, ſaying Come out of her,my 
people, exc. And if theſe men yvill ſay, that themſelyes are 
not of ſuch people there ſpoken unto, then let them tell 
us yyhen and hovy they came under the covenant of God, þ. 
and let themalſo ſheyy it vvithout ſtabliſhing their owne | 
righteouſnes of vyorks thereby: Thirdly,that the baptiſme | 
'. novy had in apoſtate Churches is not anſvvecrable to the | 
Ccircumcitis had in the apoſtaſie of Iſrael - For that circum. | 
ciſion ( though had in apoſtaſic) yyas true circumciſion, & | 


a ſcale of the Lords covenant, to his people; and therefore 
needed not to be renounced or repeated. But the baptiſme 


noyy hadin the apoſtaſie of the Church of Rome, they ſay + 


15 not true baptiſme, and ſo not a ſeale of the Lords coye- 
nant to his people noyy, as the other vvas then ; therefore 
muſt be renounced, and another that is true obteyned. 
And thus agayne, in this they make themſelves ( & would 
make us)ſtraungers fr6 the policic of Iſrael; as in the poynt 
of government alſo yyas obſcryed before. 

Ney- 
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Neyther will it novy help them to alledge thoſe Scri- 
ptures, Or the like, as ve have produced heretofore againſt 
the Anabapriſts, to approve the reteyning of our baptiſme 
had in apoſtalie, yvithout renunciation or repetitis there- 
of : as namely, 2 Chroz. 30. chap, compared with Exod. 12, 
41, 49. Gen. 17, 10---13. Lev. 20. I4--- 44. 45, 40. Dent. 4. 
25---31. 2 King. 9,6. and 13, 23. Pſal. 78. g---38. and 89. 
38---34. Exztch. 16, 44--03. and 43. 7---9.'2 Thef. 2, 3---8, 
Rows. 11, 2--5. 4nd 15,4.670. Fornovy it vyill beanſvve- 
red them, that in Iſraels apoſtaſie they kept circumciſion 
which needed not to be repeated , ſeeing it yyas true, and 
ſealed Gods covenant unto them : but that theſe cannot 
ſo plead for the baptiſme had in the apoſtaſie of Rome, be- 
caliſe themſelves ſay, the baptiſme of the church of Rome 
is not true baptiſme ; and 1o not the ſeale of Gods cove- 
nant to them vyhich have no other bur it. Y Vhereunto 
vvhat they vvill anſyyer, let them bethinke themſelves. 
Andlet the ſhevv us, by vvhat Scriptures they can approve 
their ſtanding novy, yvyho vvittingly & vvillingly remayne 
without true baptiſme, to ſeale unto them the coyenant of 
Godin lefus Chrift. | Y 
Finally, if the baptiſme had in the Church of Rome be 
not true baptiſme, then {as they alſo ſayd) zt 7s an idol; bea- 
ring the ſheyy and image of that yyhich it is not in truth 
and ſubſtance. And to then apply hither that vvhich Mr. 
Ainſl. hath obſervedin his Arrovve againſt idolatrie, hoyy 
God manifeſteth the vanitie and jilthynes of Idols by titles and 
names gruen unto them. For Idols ( fayth he) are called, things 
of naught ; as it vvere filths , downeg or excrements ; lothſome 
things , or deteſtable ; and abhominations ; vanities , lyes , 11n- 
profitable, falſe-vanities, leaſings, and vayn-iniquitte. Linas he 
yvriteth of Idols in that place : ſoas by their opinion, the 
Baptiſme of the Church of Rome, is 4 thzxe of naught , and 
therefore to be eſteemed as nothing in the worldzas it were 
H filth 
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filth or doung, and therefore to be caſt out ; « lorh ſome thing, 
and therefore to be deteſted; a7 abhomination,and therefore 
to be abhorred ; 4 vanitze, a ye , unprofitable , falſe-vanitie, 
leaſing, and vayn-iniquitie, and therefore that all vyyho haye 
received it ſhould renounce it , & caſt it avvay as a menſtru. 
ous cloth, and ſay unto it, Ges thee hence - as Eſay teacheth, 
vvhen he ſhevycth the vyay yvhercin we ſhould vyyalk, 
even thus to deale vyith the monuments and molt preci. 
ous ornaments of idolatrie, & therefore much more with 
the idols themſelves. Efa. 30. 27.22. VVhich till theſe 
men be carefull ro doe with the idols reteyned among the, 
they muſt be contented, by their ovvne opinion, to. be ac- 
counted among thoſe many ſorts of 1dolaters , which defile 


rhemfelves with idols,of vvhom Mr.Ainſw. ſpeaketh in the | 


fame place of his book aforeſayd. 

A great ſinne it vvas that they fell into, if there had ben 
no other but it, that vvithout juſt cauſe they brake avyay & 
divided themſelves from the Church vyhereof they vvere: 
but ſeeing that therevvith they have alſo other very erro- 
neous opinions , and the finfull uſurpation of all the 


holy things of God uſed among the, vyhat an heavy eſtate | 


doc they ſtand in,and hovy greatly doth it import them,to 
conſider their yyaies in their heart, and to turne their feet 
unto the teſtimonies of the Lord? Othervvile let them re- 
member that which the Apoſtle wrote to theCorinthians, 
Doe we provoke the Lord to relouſie? are we Hronger then he 2 
r Cor. 190.22. Andthus much I thought here by this occa- 
f10n to yvrite about the baptiſme of the Church of Rome: 
ROvy I vvill come to ſpeak of the Church it ſelf. 

As touching the Church of Rome, there being alſo at 
thattyme ſpeach about it to be the Church of God, I did in 


deede alledge the ſaying of the Apoſtle, that Antichriſt ' 


ſhould ſit in the Temple of Godzas the Apoltle expreſſely tea- 
cheth 2 Theſ. 2,4. And by the Temple of God, under- 
ſtanding 
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ſanding the Church of God, it vvill follow, that Antichriſt 
ſhould lit in the Church of God - and is thereto be ſought 
and found : and not among the levyes, Turks , Pagans, or 
the like, as the Papiſts & others yvould perſvyade us : ney- 
ther that Antichriſt takes avyay wholy theChurch of God, 
and everie truth and ordinance of the Lord,as Anabaptiſts, 
and ſuch as are herein Anabaptiſtically inclined, would 
beare us in hand, | 

Obſerve alto here agayne, that vyhich is ſayd, Rev.rF,s. 
Goe out of her my people, and partake not in her ſinnes, ec. 
vyhere thoſe vyords, my people, imply the covenant of God 
continuedamong them. For thus is the covenant taughr 
and ſet doyyne untousin the Scripture, 7 will be your God, 
and you ſhall be my people. And 1o is Iſrael often called the 
Lords people,& is thus ſpoken of in the time of their apoſta- 
ſic, by the Prophets - 2 King. 9, 6. & 13.23. 2 Chron. 30, 
6---g. Hoſ. 4,6, 12. and 5.4. and 14.2. Amas,7. 15. and 
9.2. ce. Andnote herealſo, hoyy the other claule (par- 
zake not in her ſinnes ) ſhevveth yvhat vve are to leave and 
renounce, namely, their ſinnes and iniquities, vyhercin 
they tranſgreſle the layy of God, and not vyhatſoevyer is 
| hadorretcyned by them. 

Furthermore, it is undenyable, and vve have heretofore 
urged it much againſt the Anabaptifts, that the Church of 
Rome vvas at firſt, fetin the vvaicof God, & was not onely 
one of the Churches of God, but for their fayth and obedi- 
Ence vvas alſo very famous over the world. Since yvhich 
tym, ſhce is fallen into great apoſtaſic and adulterics, as 
Iſracl did in former tymes. In all vvhich her adulterate & 
apoſltace cltate, ſhe hath notvyithſtanding ſtill kept ( cven 
to this day ) ſundrie truths and ordinances of God, & mix- 
cd vvith them her oyync inventions & traditions, as 11rael 
alſo did. 

V Vhich being obſeryedaright cauſeth, a tyyofold conſli- 
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deration ofher eſtate, as of Iſraels : one in refpeCt of the 
truths and ordinances of God ſtill reteyned among them , 
another in reſpe of the mixture of their ovvne inventi. 
ons and abhominations yvithall - in regarde of the one, to 
hold and acknowledge the truth & Church of God there, 
againſt the Anabaptiſts ; in regarde of the other, to confi. 
der and obſerve theirapoſtaſie and Babyloniſh confuſion, 
againſt Antichriſt : and for this cauſe, namely for this de. 
tection and mixture aforeſayd, to ſeparate from tt. em, and 
vVitnes agaynſt the : being alvyay carefull in our teſtimo- 
nic and praQtiſc ro reteyne and maynteyne eyerie truth & 
ordinance of God, vyhich was in that Church before their 
apoſtaſic, and is yet continned therein to this day : leaving 
onely and forſaking their corruptions and mixture of their 
ovyne inyentions thereyvith : leaſt otheryviſe vye ſhould 
be brought our ſelves, or be occaſion tro others to fall, in- 
to Anabaptiſtrie, and divers other errours and evils, as by 
lamentable example of others vve have ſeen. 

Note here alſoa double confideration about the cove- 
nant of God made vvith his people : one in reſpe@ of the 
Lord himſelf, on the one part ; the other in reſpeR of the 
people taken into covenant by him, on theother part. 
Deut. 26. 17.18. 19. .Indg.'2. r, 20. For it often cometh to 
paſſe, that the people doe on their part tranſgreſſe & break 
the covenant : yyhen the Lord doth not ſoon his part, but 
ſtill remembring his covenant , counts them his people, 
calls them to repentance, follovves them ſometymes with 
judgment, fometymes yvith mereie and compaſſton , ec. 
Levit. 26. 15---45. Ezcch. 16. 5 9:--02. Inde. 2. 1---20. 0c. 
Thus in Iſrael yvho yvere the Lords people, it may be no- 
ted, how they goe a whoring after their ovyne inventions, 
tall into idolatric and falſe yyorſhip, runne into ſinne after 
10ne, and become an harlot, tranſgreſſing the covenant 
on their part, Exod, 32, Inde. 2, and 3. with Pſa.78.50--58. 
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1 Sam. 7, 3, 4. 1King. 12. 28--33. and 14.22. 23.24. with 
2 Chron. 12. and 13. and 1 King. 19.10. Hof. 6.7. ands.r. 
Yer the Lord breaks it not on h1s part, but fome:vmes ot- 
himſelf, ſomertymes at the intreatic of his prophets & ſer- 
yvants, hc ſpareth them, and doth not deltroy them, or pre- 
ſently give them a hill of divorce, according to their deme- 
rit; but in his mercic ( as a loving hutband) hecals them 10 
repentance, andto that end he tends unto them Prophets 
after Prophets along tyme, to dravve the toamendement, 
and cals them ſtill his people, and helps them and caſts the 
not of : Yet ſo, as be{ides his vvord {ent unto them, he al- 
ſoadjoyneth correQions & puniſhments ; both tor aven- 
ging the quarrel of his covenant upon them, and for pro- 
curing their convertion by all maner meanes, vvhat may 
be. As.in the books of Moſes and hiitoric of the TJudges, 
Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles, compared vvith the Pro- 
phets may be ſeen. And particularly in the Scriptures here 
noted before, and the like : as Exod. 33.and 34. ec. Leu. 
20. 14. 15--25--42--$4. 45. Tud2.2.1. 6c. Pſal. 78.1 King. 
13. and 16. and 18. 2 Kine. 5.8. 15.17.mith ler. 51.5. and 
z2ech, 16. 59. 60. cc. Hoſeas and Amos their Prophecaes,C5c. 
And in theſe tyvvo divers reſpects ( ſometymes having 
reference to God, ſometymes to lirael ) may there many 
things in the Scriptures be obſerved to be ſpoken divertily. 
For example, I{rael conſidered in themſelues and their ido- 
latrous eſtate, are ſayd to be vvithout God, yvithout Pricit 
ro teach, and yvithout lavv, to forſake and break the covc- 
nant of the Lord,to provoke the Lord to anger by their va- 
nitics ; not to be the Lords vvife, but an harlot, going a 
vvhoring after their oyvne inventions, and having childre 
of vyyhooredomes; yea and that the Lord is not with 1frael, 
or vvithany of Ephraim : 2 Chron.rg, 3.71 King. 12.28.33. 
and 15. 34. and 16.13.26: 31---33. and 19. 14. Hoſe. 2. 
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29. 39. Exch, 10. and 23. chap. 2 Chron. 25. 3. Butagayne | 


being conſidered in reſpedt of the Lord and his covenant 
( into vyhich they vvere received, and ) vyhich he breakes 
not on his part, but calls them ro repentance,e&c.the Lord 
is called their Ged#And they are called the people of the 
Lord; and their children, borne to the Lord ; and Iſrael 
not to have bena vvidovve forſaken of God ; bur that the 
Lord had mercie on them, and piticd them, and reſpected 
them, becauſe of his covenant vvith Abraham, Iſaac , and 
lacob; and that he vvould nordeſtroy them,nor caſt them 
off from him as yet &c. And thus continued liracl along 
tyme, reſpected of the Lord, notvvithitanding her apoſta- 
fic, &c. Iude. 2, 1.6.1 Kmeg.18, 30. 2 King. 9,6, Hoſ.4. 
6,12.ands, 4. and7,10.ands$, 2. g,1.07 14.1, 2. Amos, 
7, 15. (with Pſal, $9. 30--34.and Ezxch. 16, 20, 00.'and ler. 
$7. 5.)Jand 2 Kine, 13, 23. 

Yet notyvithitanding in theſe tymes, the Prophets 
. taught the people to plead vvith their mother,about her a- 
dulteries, to ſeparate themſclyes, and not to come at the 


placcs of their vvorſhip ; nor to communicate vvith them, 


and bring their ſacrifices thither, becaule in ſo doing they 
ſhould multiply their tranſgreſſions. &c. Hoſ. 2,1--5. and 
4, 12, 14.15. Amos 4, 4, 5. and, 4, 5. 
And all theſe things are vvritten for our learning, & are 
0 be applyed to the eſtate of the Churches in apoſtalie un- 
der the Goſpel lince Chriſt. Roms. rs, 4. with i Cox. ro.rr. 
Moreover, belides that the vvord Church is taken ſome- 
tymes more largely, ſometymes more ſtrictly ( vvhich a- 
bout this queſtion likeyviſe may be obſerved) : there is yet 
further alſo a double.regarde that may be had of apoſtatc 
Churches in all ages, according as they are coniidered and 
ſpoken of,in compariſon with other people of divers ſorts. 
As namely Iſrael in apoſtaſie, being compared vvith the 
5Tyrians, Philiſtims, Moabites,and other natious,arc called, 
and 
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and ought to be accounted the people of God, yvho have 
the onely true God for their God, &c.2Kme.5.8,15.17. 
and 9, 6. ec. But being compared vvith Iudah : yvhich 
ruled vvith God, and vyas faythfull vvith the Sain&s, ſhe is 
called an harlor, not the vvite of God, but a vvrhoore,com- 
mitting adulteric, and compaſſing God about yvith Iyes 
and deceit, &c. Hoſ. 2.2.5. 4,15. 5-3, 4.4nd yg, 1.and 
11.12, fc. 

In like maner the Church of Rome in apoſtalie , being 
compared vvith the leyves, Turkes, and Pagans, they are 
and ought to be accounted Chriſtians, and the Temple of 
God. V Vherealſo is verified that which the Apoltle ſpake 
of Antichriſts ſitting in the Temple of God, 2. Theſ. 2. 4, not 
the Temple of Ieruſalem (as ſome to turne away the truth, 
have imagined ) but the Temple of Chrittians,the Church 
of God, brought to the fayth of Chritit, and profeſſing, to 
be Chriſtians: as may appeare by theſe {criptures, and the 
like compared together, 2 Theſ. 2.4. with Ezech. 43.7.8. 
Zach. 6. 12.13. Ephiſ. 2.11--13.19, 21. 2 Cor. 6.10. Rev. 
I1.19. and as it is alſo underitood by all ſound writers both old 
4nd new. But agayne, being compared vvith the auncient 
Church of Rome and other primitive Churches in the 
Apoſtles tymes, and fuch as novv vvalkc in their fteps and 
in the good and old vvay, ruling vvith God, and abyding 
faythfull vvith his ſains : ſhe is called, and is to be eltce- 
med an harlot, the great vvhoore, the mother of the 
whoorcdomes and abhominations of the carth, beleeving 
& ſpeaking lyes in hypocriſie, giving hced to ſeducing \pi- 
rits, and having pleaſure in unrightcoutnes, 7c. Revel. r7. 
Jo S £TI00 4.1-4:3. 2 The; 2.310.431 T2. 

And thus there being, ( in divers reſpects) adouble con- 
fideration had of the Church of Rome novy, as of Iſrael 
heretofore, it vyillappeare, hovy in one reſpeQ it may be 
ſayd, there is the Church of God oratrue Church there, & 

in ano- 
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in another reſpect, there 1s an apoltate ora falſe Church 
there : as 1t 1s favd by the Apoitle, of one and the ſame wo. 
man, that ſhe is dead and alive, in divers reſpects, 1 Tz. 5, 
6. Andotthe TIces, that they are enimies in one reſpec, 
and yer beloved in another, Rom. 11,28. So Tohn Baptiſt 
is Elias, and 1s not Elias, in divers reſpects, 70. 1,21. with 
Aat. EE. 7-4 ard _- 19--13. ludasis an Apolitle, and 
yet a divel; 24. 10,2.4.100.6.70, The Ieyves are the 
children of Abraham, A the children of the divel.1oh. 
f. $3.34 ASthe Prophets alſo called the levves,, the ſeed 
ot the vvicked, the teed of the adulterer, and a falſe ſecede 
in one re{pect ; vivhen in other reſpects they acknovyledge 


them to be the ſeed of Abraham Ilacob and Iſrael, and ſoa | 


true ſced and people of the Lord. Eſa.1,4.and 57, agen with 
1, $.and 45, 19.andss$,1.Hoſ.2,1,2. andy, ts. Eſa.63, 
16, 17. and64, 9.1, 31,36,37- Hof. 4,6, 12.and s, i. and 
14,2,3,4. Andendles it yvere to recount the many ſpea- 
ches and ſeveral! conſiderations of things thus |poken of t1 
the Scriptures. Chriſt is vvithout Father and vvithout mo- 
_ Heb.7, 3, and yet he hath Father and mother, Luke 2, 
49. 10h. 1,18.au42, 3. Chritt vvas putto death in the 
4 grin quickned in the ſpirir, 1 Per. 3,11. Abraham is 
unrighteous in himielt, but righteous by tayth, Rom. 4, z, 
5s. Theapoſtle Paul, and all the regenerate ſerve the lavy 
ot God, and the layy of tinne; the one viith the minde, 
theother vyith the fleſh. Rom. 7,25. Petcris a diſciple & 
an Apoltle, and vctin other rcipect is by Chriſt calied Sa- 
than, Mat.10,2, md 16,23, Alcprous levy, 13 a truc ma 
andan 1fraclire, but a corrupt ditcaſed maui, to be put and 
kept out of the hoſt of Iirac], nal 1c becleanc. Zer'. 13, and 
I4, with 2 Chron, 26, 20, 21. Num, ke, to--15. the Tem 
ple is the houſe af Grd: & yet 1s mace a denne of theeves, 
Mat. 21,13, The Emperours o' Rome, Babylon, and ihe 
other nations, arc Kings and hinher pos vers ordeyncd of 
* 0d, 
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God, Romn.13, 1. with Rev, 17,10. and Dan, 7, 17, yet are 
they alſo in other reſpe@ Beaſts, Lyons, Beares, Leopards, 
&c. Rev. 12.3. & 13,1,2, with Dan.z, 3--6. Solikewile the 
beaſt vyas,and is nor, & yet is. Rev.17,9. Anda number the 
like may be obſeryed in other places of the Scriptures com- 
parcd together. 
Novy to conclude this poynt, if theſe things & the like, 
about apoſtate Churches, and the mixture of mans inven- 
tions vvith Gods ordinances in apoſtaſie, be diſtinatly and 
carefully regarded, they may be (through the mercie of 
God ) ſome good meanes to ſtay people from Anabapti- 
ſtrie & other ill courſes, by the con{ideration of the things 
thatare to be obſerved on the one hand ; and to bring men _. 
more ſoundly to ſeparation from the apoſtaſie of Anti- 
chriſt, by the conſideratio of the things to be obſerved on 
the other hand. E 
Somevvhat (as it pleaſed God to give me todiſcerne ) 
I obſeryed & vvrote, tending this vvay, long ſince : as may ..., 
be ſeene in the Anſvver to Mr. Iacob, pag. 7. vyhere I - l —_ 
ſpake of a double conſideration of Chriſtians, in one re- my wor. 
ſpe, rrze, and in an other, falſe : as alſo of falvation now *<9 uling 
had in the Church of Rome, pae. 13, and 47. vvhich ne- pn 
ccſlarily implyeth, the people of God, and his covenant to therea- 
be there. For yvhoſoever are ſaved, they are the people of bout, (n 
God, andunder his covenant in Chriſt. But ſo much and a on 
ſo particularly I obſeryed not then, as ſince it hath pleaſed thu 
God to manifeſt thereabout. God openeth his vvil & the <!f4te) 35 
myſteries ofhis yyord, vyhen and as he pleaſeth , that vye {9.2% 
may itil] perceive and acknoyyledge , vve knovyve but in the Apo- 
part, and that we may be earneſt in prayer, & by all meanes \»2c, 
indevour to grovv ingrace, andin the knovvledge of our he : 
Lord and Saviour leſus Chriſt. with the 
And thus much I thoughtat this tyme by this occaſion ſm-cau- 
to Write unto you hereabout, By which you may perccive, 1,477 
I hoyy 
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hoyy they vyhich for theſe things ſpeak ofus, as if we were | 


going back to England, might by this colour allo ſay , vye 
arc going back to Rome, And you may conſider yvith 
your ſclt, vvhether the people that lived in the Prophets 
tymcs, and were ſet againſt them in thoſe dayes, might not 
v vith ſuch pretences and colleQions have fayd, that the 
Prophets had ben declining to the apoſtate Iſraelites, when 
they called andeſteemed them to be the people of God, & 
acknovvledged the circumciſion had im the apoſtaſic to be 
true Circumciſion, &c, But noyy I vvill proceed to their 
ncxt objection, 


For the ſixt and laſt exception of theirs , vyhich is about 
having the counſel & help of the Engliſh Church at Ley- 
dcn ( to vyhich therefore may be referred the nznth, and the 
other three particulars annexcd unto it, inthe printed copie): 
notc here as in the other before, that they mentiso not the 
anſyvers that vyvere then given hereabout, As namely, 
that vve yvould permit it : though ( for ſome reaſons) vve 


abſteyned from deliring it, and ſending for them about the | 


matters in hand,or giving our coſent ſotodoe, Of which 
povnt I ſhall vvrite more hereafter, But firſt I would here 
knoyv, why they never ſpcak of this, that vve were con- 
tent topermit it? Or yyas our permiſſion of it, a denying 
of the practiſe of it, as novy they objeQ in the printed co- 
pic ? D:d Paul deny that , vvhich he ſpake by permiſſion : 
though ( for ſome cauſe) he did t not of commandement? 
z Cor. 7,6. Ordid Moſes deny the praQtiſe of that, vvhich 
he permitted : though ( for good cauſe) he yvould not cn- 
JOyYncu * Dent. 24, I. 

Thisthing then might have ben better obſerved and re- 
garacd of them , then it hath ben : ſpecially ſeeing they 
Enovve vvemade queſtion of the layyfulnes of doing any 
Niorc 111 this caſe, then onely to permit it ; and ſheyyed al- 

| to then 
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touching the Diviſion. 57 
ſo then divers reaſons thereabout : fome yyhercof i yyill 
novy mention. AS 1. that now the other Church- and we 
were in peace together ; and if by this occa(1on the peace 
betyvecnce us ſhould be broken, they ſhould not tay of us, 
that vve ſent for them : our care being { yyhat in us layd) 
ro nouriſh peace betyveen us, and to preyent & cut off all 
occaiions of diyition : &c. 

2. ThattheChurch of Leyden was in the ſame crroutr 
with thoſe of our people, who detired their help. V V here. 
upon, vve vviſhed it ſhould be conſidered, vyherher yve 
might approve of any to come in {uch caſe, but ſuch as vye 
knevy to hold and maynteyne the truth according to the 
vyvord of God. 

3. That former cxperience yvith others might alſo 
juſtly cauſe us to be yyelladviſedand circumſpect vyhat to 
docin this bchalf. V Vhich vvhen yve vyrote of to Ley- 
den, them ſclues acknovvledged that it yvas ſuch as might 
juſtly make us cautelows : but vvithall, they vvrote hovv vve 
mi#ht eſtceme better of them then of the other in divers 
reſpeRs, as being more /tudious of our peace, and more carefull 
rk the cauſe of Chriſt, and that whereas the other would have. 

rought in new dottrines and fayths among ſt us, they if in any 


Note here 


thing ww, oppoſed any of us, ſhould doe it in defence of the com- (yg, rame 


mn and auncient fayth,both ours and theirs. 

4- Thatyyhen yve vvrote to them agayne hereabour, 
vve acknoyyledged great differences to be betyveenc them 
and the Other : but touching the dodtrines and queſtions 
controverted, yyepraycd them to conſider , that the fayth 
of this Church, was that onely which is grounded upon 
thevyord of God in the vvritings of the Prophets and A- 
poltles : and that ſo ourfayth is the common and aunci- 
cat fayth which was held by the Church of Iſracl of 01d, & 
by the Primitivechurches of the Ievves and Gentiles ſince 
the comming of Chit. Fram which vyhereia ſocyer = 

| | I ij h 


of oppa- 
ſition 
thusulſcd. 


68 Of the Objettions + 
had ſwaryed in fayth or praQiſe, it had ben our aberration, 


' and not our fayth indeed. Againſt which alſo whatſoe. 


ver ſhould be brought in, reteyned, or defended , it was a- 
gainſt our common andauncient fayth,both theirs & ours, 
And yvhether therefore it vvere about the Word , Sacra- 
ments, or Government of the Church (as about all theſe wee 


' had fonnd oppoſition ) it came toalike end. Alſo, that in 


all the three vve had reſiſted the perſons ſpoken of ( being 
ſuch as would have brought in amongus new doctrines & 
fayths in them all) though in the laſt vye had done it leaſt 
of all : and that noyy ſtill we purpoſed by the grace of God 
to ſtand againſt all, thatceyther in all or any of them ſhould 
oppoſe againſt the truth. And here, by this occaſion, we 
intreated to knovy of them , whether they alſo were not 
like mynded with the other men aforeſayd, agreeing with 
them in the points of the church Officers and Governe- 
ment, as they held and vvrote thereof, before they fell to 
theirerrours of Anabaptiſme g&c. V Vhereunto vve had 


no anſier atall from them.. VVhich is athing alſo tbe: 


obſcryed:. 


5s. Thatinthistyme, &in theſameletters, we wrote | 
_ tothem aboutaletter ſentunto them by many of our peo- 


ple concerning theſe matters ( as themſelues had certified 
us ) deſiring to haue acopie of it, together with the names. 


that yyere ſubſcribed thereunto;, and the: things delivered | 


by word'of mouth; ( aswas told us) that we might the bet- 
rer conlider of theſe things, & of our peoples dealing there- 


about. And vyhen thus.vve could not obteyne it of them, 
vve alledged divers reaſons toperſwade themto ſend itun- 


tous, 22, thatthe matters written of yyere* touching our 
publick aftayres & eſtate; whatſoeyer might concerne any 
of us more particularly. beſides ; that the: perſons vyhich 
ſent it, weremebersof our-Church ; that if the thing done 
Vere good, it vyould abide the light, and'they ſhould _ 

well 


: 
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rouching the Diviſion. 


yyell to folloyy the Apoſtles example, vvho ſheyved the 


Church of Corinth both the parties and the particulars 
fignified unto him by them, 1 Cor.r,z7. butifit were evill, 
then it behoved them ſo much the more to give, andus ro 
have from them, the full knovvledge of the things afore- 
ſayd, that it might be ſeen they did not partake with them 
in their evill, and that yve might doe our dutic according 
trothat which layd upon us in this behalf, cc. that vyhere- 
as they vyrote their purpoſe was to come unto us , accor- 
ding to the requeſt of the brethren vvhich had moved the, 
&c. they gave us occaſion to {ignific unto them, that til] 
vve knew who thoſe brethren yvere, and what had paſſed 
between them, we could not ſo well admit thereof, tor the 
reaſons before rendred unto them; that we were conſtrey- 
ned the more to detier them to ſend it us, becauſe vyhen 
the Elders here asked ſome for it ( vvhom they underſtood 
to be of thoſe partics)they anſwered, that here they had not 
eyther the Originall perfit, or a perfit copie, neyther any 
note of the names ſubſcribed; & finally, that if they would 
not ſend it, bur ſtill keep it fromus, then they and the par- 
tics here gave us cauſe to refuſe to haue dealing vvith them 
about the things ſpoke of, & that ſo the hinderance ſhould 
bein themſelyes ; & thereforcif they would there ſhould 
be no ſuch hinderance, but that vve ſhould afterward haue 
reaſoning with them about the matters aforeſaid, and did 
in deed ſecke the peace & good of this Chutch; they ſhould 
ſhevv it forth by ſending untous a copie of thoſe things, 


whereabout vve had yyritten unto them three tymes : &#c. 


But yet notyvithſtanding any intreatic or reaſons alledged 

about it, we could not by any meancs get a copie thereof 

eyther there'or here: VVhat vve heard was in it, & other 

circumſtances & dealing abour it, I doe omit now to ſpeak 

ng -=_ vvill proccede'to other things about the matter in 
nd. 


I ij. And 


GEN.37.2 
Exod.20, 
I2, 16. 
Iob.: 9 16 
Prov. 18. 
17. Att- 
20.28. 
CC. 


5 
BS 
ſy * 
my Fe he ” 


70 Of the Objedtions 

Andnext ofall,it 1s to be obſerved, that to all the letters 
and matters aforetayvd written by us to Leyden hereabour, 
M. A himiiclftublcribed as yvell as vve. So that it ir were 
evill inus, it yyas alſo evill in himtclt. V Vhich ler him ac- 
knovvlcdge, taking avyay the formet reatons,and thewing 
it by the vvord of God, that vve may doe likevviſe- Or it 
he can vyarrant his ovyne doing therein, vvhy doth he 
thus object againſt us that very thing, vyherein humſeit 
joyned and ſubſcribed vvith us at thattyme? Lethimalio 
tell us, vyvhether therein he denyed the prattiſe of thatarti- 
clc in the Cofeſſion ( about having the counſel and help of 
that Church |: or vvhether he yeclded unto it by permil- 


1:on, but abſteyned from tending for them , or giving, ap- 


probation to their coming. for the reaſons aforeſayd, Let 
him allo call to minde, vyhether himſelf ( as I remember 
did not ay, or (at lcaſt) heard ſome of us ſay, upon former 
experience had yvith others , that whiics we lived vve 
would take heed, how we conſented to any other in like 
fort to come publikly into the Church, vvhom we knewe 
aforchand to be in crrour, and fo purpoſed to maintcyne 

the ſame. : | 
But be it that we ſhould haue deſired this,or at leaſt con- 
ſented to hauc it deſired, as is implyed here : yet though 
vyedid it not, the help of that Church was procured and obtey- 
#ed,as is ſayd here and in the printed copic. So then the 
thing it ſelf vvas had, by their ovvne ſaving : how ever 
there wanted our delire of it or conſenting thereunto: 
Thoughyct they ſhould not forget, that yve conſented to 
the permitlion of it, and ſheyved reaſons of our reſrayning 
from doing more in this caſe, as is aforciayd . Now thetc- 
tore when thcir help was procured, aid that they were 
come: how yverc the things then caryed ? VVhere (omit- 
ung to ſpeak of that yvhich paſſed from them, &to keep 
to thoſe that concerne our ſelues) they all knowe, that we 
[Ea- 
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rouching the Ditafion. 21 
reaſoned vvith them publikly about the matter in queſti- 
on: And that vyeconlulted & adviſed yvith them abour 
ſome courſe to be taken for procuring and keeping peace 
beryyeen us. And this not oncly at that ryme, butafter- 
wardalſo both by yvordand viriting. $0 then vye both 
reaſoned vvith them about the poynts in ditterence , & we 
uſed their counſel and help hovy to come toacocdiflue 
thereabout. And thus themſclucs vvill nor deny, that the 
thing it ſelf ſpoken of in the Contellion, vvas in this fort 
obſerved by us, as is aforcſayd. But hovy did they oblerve 
it themſclues, vyhen they brake away and icft us, vvhiles 
vycyycre yvriting one tO another (the other Church and 
we) concerning the matters propounded and ta}:en out be- 
tyvcen us hereabout ? Of yvhich 1 ſhall haue occation to 
ſpeak more hereafter : when firſt I hauc noted a few things 
further about the former matter, concerning our ſelues, & 
the Article ſpoken of. 


For our ſclues, beſides the other things aforeſayd , yve 


ſignified alſo, that vve vvould not refuſe to conferre & rea- 
ſon vvith the brethren of Leyden at any tyme about rhe 
matter in hand, ſoas their comming vverceyther of them 
ſclues, or by the requeſt of them here that deliredit, and 
vvithout our approbation, for the reaſons ſpoken of, &+c. 
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And accordingly, vvhen they came hither, vve performed Thei: F 
it, notwithſtandingany thing that had paſled before about 9415, with 
thele things. anc wn 
For the Article it ſelf, cbſeruc the clauſes in it, and the rſt. 


SCriPtures Cited for confirmation of it. For the clauſes in Contr 
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it, note hovv itis ſayd,, rhat every particular Conerceation is 
a" 4 compad and knit citicin it ſelf, End thereforc ſhould 
uicall goodand layyfull meanes , that may further their 
compactingandknting together in the truth and como 
fayth : but notany ſuch as may cauſe or at leaſt colour the 


dividing of them aſunder, Alſo, that the churches ſhould 


all wilt 


= 
h, 
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2 Of the ObjeTrons 
all walk by one and the ſame rule, and by all meanes conventent, 
hawe the coun ſell and help one of another, in all neeafull affarres 
of the Church, as members of the ſame bode in the eaman fayth, 
under Chriit they onely head. It this then bea rule forus, it 
is ſo likevviſe forall other Churches, that vvhen there fal- 
leth out queſtion about.an errouramonsg the, they ſhould 
delirethe countel and help of ſuch Churches thereabour, 
as they knowe to be corrupted yvith the ſame errour, and 
- Not purpoſed to leave it, but ro defend it, ſuppoſing it to 
be the truth. And yyhat conveniencie it vvere (not to 
ſpeak of the lavvfulnes of it) or hovy needtull, to call ſuch 
as vve knoyve to be in errour, that ſo our people might ey- 
ther be the more corrupted, or haye the more colour for 
their errour & evill dealing, you may conſider vvith {your 
ſelf. Or if vve had ſent for them, or approved it, might we 


_ 


not haue ben acceſſarie tothe meanes, by vyhich the truth | 
might haue ben hindred, and our people more confirmed. 


incrrour? And vyhere then is the yyarrant for ſuch yyal. 
king? | 

For the Scriptures that are cited for confirmation of the 
Article aforeſaid, firſt obſerye ( about the point of diffe- 
rence betyyeen us ) hovy the Scriptures of the old Teſta- 
ment arealledgedaſyvell as of the nevy - and thoſe alſo co- 


—_—. 


ccrning the eſtate of Iſrael, applyed to our tymes and caſes 


noyv. Secondly conſider, yyhether thoſe Scriptures in- 
tend or yy1ll vvarranta Church, to ſend for ſuch or to de. 
lire their counſel and help, vvhom they knovy to be in cr- 
rourabout the poynts queſtionedanddcalt in, and by who 
the parties that trouble the church may be more ſtrength- 
ned in their errours and evils thereabour. V Vhich if they 
doe, or if any other doe it (that are not cited here) then 
ought vye and allto yceld thereunto.” Othervviſe if the 
help and courſes deſired be not ſuch as arc approved in the 
vyord of God, we might tempt God in attEpting of them : 

| | and 


[ 


* touching the Diviſion, "wy 
and therefore mull be carctull ro tollovy taat oncly wich 
hath warrant from thence, whereby the truth may be {\; 
thercd, the ſafetic and libertic ofthe Church preteryed, aud 
occation cut off trom the that delire occation thereagain!t, 

And belides the things aforclaid , yvhy did nor then; 
ſclues alto detire to haue the counſel and help of the Dutciy 
and French Churches, that vycrc here at hand round abour 
us? If they tay, becauſe they thought they yyere in crrour 
about the matter in queltion, and lo might haue hindred 
the truth, and haue ben againſt them, and for us : then by 
it may be perceived vv hat their oyvne judgment is about 
this particular { being ſimply contidered, in 1t ſelf) and in 
this behalf what the waight of t]uis their exception 15 
againſt us. It they aun(y ver any other thing, it may accor- 
dingly beconlidered of, as it ſhail be found tro be. And hi- 
therto concerning the Article aforctaid, and tundric parti- 
culars that paſſed betyyeen us by this occation, not ſpoken 
of by them. 

Now touching rhe three particul.tys annexed to the ninth 
objection in the printed copie : the firſt is , that before ther 
parting, they offered , that notwithst.1ndi19 our d:fferences of 
judemcat, they would continew tovether , if our former Practe 
mizht be reteyned : V Vhich is as it they ſhould fay, they 
vyould aue continued vvith us, it vve vvould haue conti. 
newed in crrour and evil { ſo found and acknoviledged by 
us) : ſuftring the ordinance of God { roiching the E-lde: 
ſhip ) to be troden under toot; the Elders 0 be det pil ca & 
abuſcd by the people ; and the vihole Cinurch to be Conti 
nually (ubjcctro contentions and icandals, exc. Beto: 
vyhy doe they not alto mention, vyhat vve offered to th 5 
vyhich (ccing they tpeak not of, vvewill : paeiy, thai be 
forc their parting vve oftred to beare vvith then on tie 
dittcrence of judgment, if they yyould be content to walke 
peaccably yvith the Church in that their difterence : bu! 

K hiv» 
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74 of the Objeftions 
this vyas refuſcd. 

The next particular they (peak of, is, that then they dceſt- 

red a peaceable paring; ee to be rwo arjtintt Congreeations,cach 
' pracliſing as they were perſ waded, yet nourtjhing love ef unite, 
A peaccable parting we graunt they deſired in vyord, but 
in deed (taycd not vvith us, but departed vvhiles yve vvere 
conlideringand adviſing yvhether it could lavyfully be ef. 
tected or not. And touching that paaticular of being 1wo dj. 
ſtint Conerezations of us in this citie &c. we ſhewed them 
divers rcaſons, vyhy vyc cotild not in this caſe agree there. 
unto. And of thoſe reaſons vye had ipeach vvith the here, 
and yvrote to the Church of Leyden : ſignifying vvithall, 
that if vve could otherwiſe better diſcerne vyhat yvere .ac- 
cording tothe vvill of God herein, vve ſhould ( God yvil- 
ling) ſo receiue and vvalk. V Vhich letter ( vvith the rea- 
ſons therein conteyned ) is hereafter noted dovyne. Yet 
notvvithſtanding they ſtayed not, till we had an anſwer 
thereof from Leyden, but ſoone after departed from us. Be- 
ſides that other mcancs alſo yvas uſed ( by writing ) vvhich 
might at leaſt haue perſwaded them to ſtay and doe other- 
vvite then they did, Of yyhich Ifhall alſo ſpeak more here- 
afrer. | | 

The third particular is , about their procuring the help of 
the Engliſh Church at Leyden, without our conſent { of vvhich 
I haue ſpoken here before ) & about a ware of peace propoun- 
acd by us. arroced unto by the Church of Leyden & our > rr 
en ye afte; wird reve ſe ed by us, ec. Touching vyhich they 
doe here as before, omit divers things needful to be knowE 
and remembred : As tirit, yyhat the thing it ſelf is that was 
propounded by us, namely, that for ſuch as could not be con- 
rent with protcſtation ——_ to walke with eyther Church ( at 

Leyden or here ) it ſhould be free for them to eve from the one 
c 'hurch and Paitoy to the other : ſo as there were no othey cauſe 
tying av4init them, This yyas in deed propounded by my 

telf : 


-o ww & -— - A 


-” = - A If 


wm ws. 
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ſelf : having much thought and conſidered (vyhat I could) 
of any lavyfull meanes, by vvhich we might come to ſome 
good cnd and agreement, after ourſo long and lamentable 
crouvles and contentions,as vve had ben exerciſed withall, 
V Viich when I had propounded, they of Leyden anſwe- 
red, that they were glad to hear of ſuch a motion , litle thinkin 
that we had ben ſo anclyning to peace and agreement : which if 
they had thought, they ſhould haue caryed themſelues otherwiſe 
towards us, then they had done. And for the thing it ſelf”, that 
they would conſider of it with their Church, and if eythey they or 
we mynded otherwiſe by the word of God, that we ſhould ſiznify 
it. VVhich caution being thus ſpoken of by them, my ſelf 
then ſaid (as I remember ) that I had thought ſo to hauc 
ſpoken alto concerning ir, but had forgotte (when I ſpake) 
to mention it. And ſo then it vyas minded of us both to 
be conſidered of and proſequuted vvith this condition and 
limitation,of being found lawſull by the word of God. Andlet 
this for hercafter be ſtill remembred, becauſe it yyill cleare 
all the queſtion about this matter. 

Secondly, at the firſt treating of this matter between us, 
the Otficers of the Church of Leyden ( then preſent | did ſo 
conceiuec it,as that our people which would not walk with 
this Church, as is aforeſaid, ſhould gocand remayne yvith 
themat Leyden. V Vhich ſome of them here obſerving & 
excepting againſt it, in reſpect of their meanes ofliving 
had here, &c. they were anſwered by them of Leyden, that 
they muſt be cotentedto ſuffer or bearc the crofle of Chriſt 
vvith them, or to ſuch effet. Then alto concerning the 
courſe aforeſaid, there vyas noted a double contideration a- 
bout it : The one, about the doing of it ſo, as to /1ve and re- 
mayne with the other Church whither they ſhould goc : The 0- 
ther, about the doing of it ſo, as that having once gone and 
joyned thewſelues to the other C hurch, they might then returne 


agayne to the towne where they lived before, and there live apart 
; K 33 trom 
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76 Of the Objclions 
(rom the Church, whereof they had formerly ben. And hercy- 
pon,haying ſpeach about theſe tvvo courlcs : the tiriſt vas 
{ooner conceired of and generally liked of all; thc latter 
vas lefie conceived of and more called in queſtion ( as af. 
tervvard did appeare ) though for myne ovvn part | did my 
{cit ſo mindeand like of itat that time. And vvhen ſome 
among us propounded, that ſuch as vvent from us to Ley- 
den and joynedto that Church , ſhould not be ditmiſled 
back by them againe, to live apart from us in this toyyne : 
both my ſelf and the Elders of the other Church{(to my re. 
membrance \ anſwered, that this matter yvould concerne 
that Church to which they ſhould joync to look unto, and 
{o yvas to be left unto them. But afterward, conſidering 
vet further of the lavyfulnes of ſuch diſmiſhion thither, & 
hitheragayne : 1ſhewcd my minde herein to bealtered, & 
divers reaſons thereabour. Of vvhich I ſhall ſpeak hereaf- 
icr, vvhen I come to that matter. | 
Thirdly, vyhen the matters aforeſaid, vyhich vve had 
propounded, vvere communicated yvith the Church at 
Leyden, and their Elders returned hither againc, they ſi- 
gnitycd that theſe things came ſodainly ups their Church, 
yet for the preſent(as they could in that tyme colider there- 
of \thcy liked yyell of it, or to ſuch cftc&. So now againe 
at this tyme we had more tpeach together thereabout. The 
former of the tyyo courles ( as I ſaid before) yyas gencrally 
vvell approved, and conſented unto. Thelatter yvas more 
doubted of and more queſtion made abour it; &in the end 
more & more difliked by divers, the more that it was per- 
ceived to be the brethrens purpoſe ſo to doe. And this moſt 
appeared the next morning, when the like! yhood of agree- 
ment that yvas the night bcfore, was then to changed, ups 
further reaſoning and conſideration thereof, as we could 
notaccord thereabout. Ando the Officers of the other 
Ciurch ( lignitying that they had great occaſion to returne 
bome, 
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home, and could ten n0 longer ſtay Mcparted, and aid, it 
vvould be hcavicto ther Church rohcuc that the 10g 
VVCFC COM tono beticr ite between tis. Yet \ vhen they 
werc gone, we itill continued (peach among Our {CIUCS a- 
boat thee ſe things, being ſore that thev it tood thus,and that 
no better tidines (ſhould be caricd io the other Churci. 
And then upon tome pc ach 1o had rogetiier , 45 VVE COUld 
in that ſhort time wecame to this ifuc, thar we thought 
it beſt to agree upon the matier alan t4:3S fort, that 
whatſoever blame ſhould tolloyic hercupon | It our pev- 
ple vvere by them of L evden dilmitied to hue here apart 
from us in this citic it ſhould Ive upon them, and yve be 
free of it. And to thereupon we pretentty (cn t three vvith 
this meſſage aticrthe bicthren of Leven, it they could 0- 
vertake them in tymec }) to lignitfic thus much unto them, 
that they might allo fignifie it unto their Church. + And 
this (1 thinke ) is the agreementglpoken of. V Vhich 
ryhen it vyas in this manner agreed upon , lome of thc 
brethren preſent there being then but a ſcvy at thattyme) 
came to the Elders, ſhewing hovy thev thought ut necdtutl 


that this ſhould be ſpoken of the Lords day aticr : K others 


fay to this day, they never conſented unto it : and fome, 
that they ſaid then, it vvas unlavyfull. And theſe men the 
{clues, it may be, vi ould be loth to ſtand to their 0vvn po- 
ſitions abour it, that in a controvertic the T1Cater part 
ſhould be the Church whether the Elders be veith then 
or againſt them) and that the matters of finne and queſtion 
touching the brethren ſhould be heard and cnded on the 
Lords day. But vvill proccede on 10 other matters that 
follovyedafteryvard about theſe things. 

Fourthly, vyhiles things tood thus amoOg us, we had rhe 
Lords day following ſpeach hcreabout againe : af vvhich 
tyme there vvas 4 neyy motion made fos an 'othcr courte 
to betaken, by whuch we might keep together, rather then 
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to part aſunder according to the other courſe (poken of, 
V Vhich being then propounded, and not agreed upon, 
vas left ro further contideration. And lo thit week vyee 
wrote to the Church of Leyden thereabou:. 

By vvhich occaſion, after the aforctaid treating of thete 
things had by vvord of mouth, there patled allo lome le:. 
ters betvveen us concerning them. VVhich altiiough in 
divers reſpects vve could be willing to keep among our 
ſclues : yet coniidering in vyhat ſortand vvith whar {can- 
dal the brethren aforclaid haue ſince divided theiniciues 
trom us, and that the'reproch ot it 1s ſpreaa farre and neare 
not onely by others, but even by their ovyne letters and 
viritings thereabour, tothe great diſhonour of God, and 
hindrance of the truth : and that the knowledge of theſe 
things vvill bea good meancs forall both to ſettle their 


owne judgment better, and to deale with them or others | 
concerning theſe mattess,as there ſhal be occaſion:we have *' 


therefore thought it not amiſle to note down here the co0- 
tents of the letters atoreſaid that paſled betyveene us herca- 


bout, before the others departing from us. VVhich we | 
may al{o the better doe, becauſe they are but few and ſhort. ! 


Firſt therefore, when we had afterward had further ſpeach 
among our felues, as is aforeſaid, and had not yet heard fro 
the Church at Leyden agayne vyhat they thought of the 
mattcrand meſlage aforclaid, or vvhether they conſented 
untoitornot: we vyrote unto them as toliloyyeth; 
Beloved, touching the things that haue now lately ben ſpoken 
off between the two Churches, yours and ours, about the diſmiſ. 
ſon of ſuch on eyther part as are not conteat with proteſt ation 
peaceably to walk in their difference of judement, we have occa- 
ſton to entreat the continuance of your conſideration yet further 


thereabout : 1. becauſe your ſelves ſignified it came ſodainly 


upon your Church : and if eyther you or we mynaed otherwiſe by 
the word of God, we ſhould after ſienify it : Wherefore we expect 
| to heave 
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10 heare whether you contrnew like mynded as heretofore. 2. be. 
cauſe there t: with us a i1ew motion of our walking together thus, 
by bearing one with another, ſu is for peace topermit of a double 
rattiſe amons us, that thoſe that arc 11y ned eyther way, ſhould 
keep a like courſe together, as we won'd oe if wo were aſunder, ac- 
cording as the perſons ſhall be that hane the cartſes. IVhich way, 
if it may be found warrantable by thewordof (rod, and peaceable 
unto and amone our ſ'lucs, we hope ail that lox'e peace in holynes 
will accord. Theſe things as we arc to conſider of, ſo pray we you 
to doe the like with us and for 1s, that we may doe that which ts 
moſt to Gods elorie and our mutuall comfort. This ec, Am- 
ſterdam Noyvemb. 5. old 5tyle. 1610. | 
And note here, how we both conſidered further of theſe 
things, and ſtill limited our contultation and purpoſe with 
this caution, zf rhe 1h1/nes propounded were found wirrantable 
by the word of God. V Vhich is to be obſerved for the waight 
of it againſt theſe perions, who haue taken ſuch a courſe, 
together vvith their opinions , as can never be vvarranted 
by the vvord of God. Next folloyycth the Jletrer andan- 
ſyver, which then vve reccived trom thc Church of Ley- 
den agayne: vvhich yvas thus : 
Touching the agrecient ( Brethren ) bctween the Churches 
for our mutuall peace , and the relief of the conſciences of our 
brethren,we aid and doe repul e the ſame as full and ab(olute on 
both ſides, except cythcr ſome better courſe can be thounht on,or 
this manifeſted to be el, and that then it berec'cr ſid mith the 
mutuall cofe;t of both Churches. And for this laſt motion a- 
bout a double jraftiſe,as we are glad of the ereat and eodly deſire 
to continew together, in it manifested, ſo doe we not ſee , how it 
can ſtand eyther with our peace, or it ſi/f ” hut that it will not 
onely nouriſh, but even neceſſarily beet endies contentions, whe 
men diverſly mynded ſhall have buſines in the Church. If there- 
fore it would pleaſe the Lord ſofay to enlarge your hearts on both) 
tides ( brethren ) as that this middle waie be held , namely , that 
rhe 
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there cieded, to the Church of Elders and breehren , there to ;. 
11#gc4 04 ſoime 01a; carte kaowen div ordiririh the admonition 
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cord, it would ſrl; 14 tho porch to th! alori? of God, © » the ſtop. 
pin” of 196tr mouthes which ave ſo wide orecd upon us in reſpect 
ef our davly Arlapations , and j hould be to 1s matter of 0 oY oat re- 
joxcrn, whoſe e ſoales doc lo 7 af cr peace, oF abhorre rhe contra. 
110 : and that thus wa. line in peace and "5 0 we mTht all bo 
at Gods hauds the healing aud pardon of all our mfirmalies, fv &(o 
be readie to hiale and forgroe the infirmities one of | another in 
love. Andwith this jy. yer unto God for you, aud for our ſelues, 
we reſalute you 19 11) Lord eſis. Lrzden November 14. 
1610, 

This vras their letter. VVhnerin obſcrue theſe things 
about the matters that paſſed betyveen us. Firit, that here 
iS the anſyycr vvkhich they gaue us about theaorcement and 
mcſlage atorclaid, as altoto the Ictters which afteryvard we 
(ent untro them. Secondly, that touching the agreement 
they limit their conſent unto it & their account of it with 
a double exceptio: For though they tay rh repute the agree- 
ment ts be full andat ſolute ou both [ides,yet they ſpeak it with 
limitation and exception : as in deed yvas good and nced- 
full ro doe, both in re{pect of the thing it (elf, and ſccing at 
the tirtt propounding ot the matter, it was 10 mynded by 
themandus to be confidercd of with limitation, of bemis 
found lawfull by the word of God, Thirdly, that the EXCCPti- 
ons vyhich here they made, vvere thete , except eythey ſome 

better 
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better courſe could be thought 01, 0r this manifeſted to he cl. 
So then by this it 15 cyident, that if eyther a better courte 
could be ſhevved, or this manifeſted to be evill, they did 
not yeeld or repute the agreement to be tuli andablovlute. 
Novv touching the ſhewing of a better courſe , it appeareth 
by both of theſe letters, theirs and ours, tht both of us 
vvere thinking of it, & therefore propounded other cour- 
ſes (cach to other jto be conſidered. To vyhich end may 
be obſerved here, their propounding ot another waie unto 
us for peace & agreement, vvith divers reaſons to perſwade 
thereunto. V Vhich had ben altogether in vayne, for them 
to propound or us to think of, it the other had ben abſolute 
vvithout exception, and irrevocable vvithout alteration, 
though it yvere found never ſo cvill or unlayyfull. 
And for the manifeſting of it to be evill , the more vie 
thought of it, the worſe we found it to be : and mynded di- 


vers reaſons againſt it: vvhich firſt vve ſignified here to 


the brethren themſelues , and had ſome reaſoning vvith 
them thereof, but could not agree thereabout: and then wwe 
vvrote of them alto rothe Church ar Leyden , as by the 
next letter here follovving will appeare. And we need not 
doubr,but ifthe thing which they purpoſed here, had gone 
foryvard yyith our conſent, it would atiervvard hauc ben 
much abuled againit us by others, if not alto by thetelues: 
ſpecially as it appeared ſtill more & moreto be indced in- 
tended by them : the thing being ſuch, as al:hough it had 
never ben thought or ſpoken of among us, vet it viould 
(ina matter of this waighr) haue ben tound a ercat over: 
{ight. But it being ſpoken of, and manifeited , that they 
vvould but goeto theother Church to joync unto them 
there, & then preſently returne hither agayne to remayne 
and live herein the ſame toyvne, apart from us, of vvhom 
they vycre : vyhat vvould this haue proved in deed, but 
ſcandal and colluſion, and haue ben turned upon us vyith 
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the more reproch, becauſe vve conſentedunto it? 

As for that otherclaule in their letter, where they write 
that the agreement ſhould be reverſed with the mutuall conſent 
of both Churches : note that this vvas their propounding 
thereofuntous, vyhich vve vvere to conlicerct, yyhether 
vve vvould aflentunto it or not. And that inall ſuch caſes, 
wherein it may fall out that eyther ſinne may be comitted, 
or the truth hindred, or the libertic of the Church impea- 


chcd,it behoveth all carefully to take heed vyhat they con-. 


(ent and yecld unto : yca that if any conditions or agree. 
ments arc made, vyhich can not vvithout {inne be perfor- 
med, it is better 10 breake then to keep them. 

Laſtly obſeruc here, hovv the courſc about dealing in 
matters propounded in this letter,and not yeelded unto by 
the others, ſhevveth plaync ynough, hovv greatly theſe me 


oppugned the ordinance of God touching the Elders hea- 


ring and judging of cautes and perſons, and hovv .highly 
they lift up the people therein : ipecially vvhen the things 
notcd before about this queſtion , are joyned and compa- 
red hereyvith. Novv it tolloyyeth, that vvc ſet doyyne our 


next letter ſent unto the other Church about the mattcr a- 


forcſaid: yyhich alſo yyas the laſt that paſſed betyvecn us, 
afore the others parting fromus. And it yvas thus : 

Your letter ( brethren ) we recerved and read publikly. Cor- 
ecrnimg which, we haue occaſion to ſignify ſome things unto you 
thereabout. And firi touching the agreement treated of between 
2s, that for ſuch of us as will not come thither to yemayne with 
you, but purpoſe ſtill to liue here, in this eitic, apart from us : al- 
vert there be ſome that conld be content notwithitandine ſo to +4 
miſſe them, yet there ave others of us, that having more conſide- 
red of it , thinke it not lawfull to haue any hand in conſenting 
thereunto, and meane therefore to reverſe our former agreement 
wnto it, beſides that divers of us ſay, they never conſented here. 
wnto. And further, ſome of us alſo beginne to uhinke that it will 
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be found un!.twfull to keep ſpirttuall comunion with them i» ſuch 
eſtate, how ever we may ſtill reteyne with them crvill ſoccetto, 

The reaſons mynded, why not ſo to diſmiſſe them, noy to hag: 

ſpiritual! fellowſhip with the in ſuch eſtate & walking, are theſe - 

1. Becauſe we can not finde warrant for it in the word of God. 


+ {a ſe they refuſe diſobey and ſpeak evil of the truth and 


 waie of God. 3. Becauſe they refuſe to continew and keep coma. 


non with us, though they may be ſuffered to walke with us in; 
peace with proteſtation 1m therr difference of judgment. 4. Be- 
cauſe ſome of them profeſſe they will not deale in cauſes ( as may 
fall out between us )by way of proteſtation, neyther when they are 
with us, nor when they are fromus. 5. Becauſe they goe not fro 
one Church and Paſtour to another, ſo to live and remayne : but 
purpoſe ( when they haue come x joyned unto you ) then preſent- 

toreturne, & to liwe herein this towne apart from us. 6. Be- 
cauſe by ſuch walking of theirs, great reproach will come upon 1s 
«ll, with much diſhonoar to God , and hinderance to the truth, 
what in them lyeth. 7. Laitly, becauſe we thinke there ſhould 
alway be ſomewhat inſuch caſes uſed, as whereby the Lord my 
worke upon their conſciences, to conſider their eſtate , and to x: 
pent and yeeld to the truth and wate of God which they have bt 
therto refuſed and oppuzned, ec. 

T hus we thought to acquaint you with :heſr things, and the 
reaſons thereabout. Which yet are (0 mynded of ns , as if evthev 
among our ſelues or by others we ſhall hereafter berter arſoory 
what is according to the will of God herein, we [hall Codwillin + * 
be ready ſo to receive and walke. | | 

As touching the double practiſe, miſitked by vor , althoneh +: 
decd it ma: ſeeme ſomewhat ſtraunze and difficult , yt for thr 
preſent ſome of us could like better of it, then of a parting + bu: 
the brethren aiffering from us will not admit of it. Neythir will 
they yeeld to that middle courſe propounded in your letter. Yet 
haue we left it, with the former things, to their further conſide- 
ration. Aud howſoever it pleaſeth the Lord to diſpoſe of n+ , or 
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truf! is that he will workeall in theend to the ſurthcrance of his 
truth, and peace of þis Church in 1eſ:15 Chriſt.” To whoſe gra- 
crous protection and guydance we commend you, &c. eAm. 


 ſterdam. Nyvemb. 19. 1010. 


This letter being here publikly read, vvas then ſent to 
the Church at Leyden. V Vhetrcabout let theſe things alſo 
be obſerved here. Firſt, that vive reverſed not our agree- 
ment coficerning ſuch, as vvould goc and liue vvith the 
Church at Leyden: but onely about ſuch as vvould not re. 
mayneandliue there, but purpoſcd to returne, & liue here 
apart from us in this cite. ,, 

Secondly, that for this alſo we ſhewed divers reaſons 


moving us foto doe : and that, both here by yvord of + 


mouth, and by yvriting to Leycen, atore they yvent avvyay 
tromus. | | 
Thirdly, that yvhereas tyyo courſes vyere propounded 
for the keeping ofus together, the one by us here, the other 
by the Church at Leyden, they yvould not admit of eyther 
of them : neyther remayned yvith us, till vve had from 
Leyden an anſvyer of this letter,and of the reaſons comey- 
ncd therein : but vvere ſo ſet upon parting from us, as be. 
fore vve heard from them, they divided them ſelues from 
us; and ſo hane continued ro this day. Yea notvvithitan- 
ding that before this their parting, and belidesall the other 
meanes formerly uſed, yve offred alſo to try out int vyriting 
the matter betyveen us, touching our difference about the 
C hurches government , and underſtanding of Mat.18.17. 
vyhich Jlikevyiſe they refuſed. VVhercot 1 hall ſpeak 
more particularly hereafter. | 
Fourthly,that vyhen they left vs,they vvent notto Ley- 
den, there to joyne them ſeluesto that Church, according 
tO the agreement before ſpoken of: but vvent apart from 
us here, forfaking the fellovyſhip vyhach they had withus, 
and met together in another place of this toyvne., V Vhich 
: is much 


touching the Drviſion. } 85 
is much to be obſerved, not onely for the thing it ſelf, bur 
becauſe that thus them ſelues in their going away followed 
not the agreement betyvecne the other Church and us, 
vyhereof they ſpeak. And ſo that vyhich they did, vvas 
both vvinhout our agreement , and the Churches of 
Leyden, for ought vve knovve. Nevyiher hauc they 
here fer dovyne the cauſe tnar moved them , not to goC 
to Leyden fir{t and joyne there; according to the former 
agreement ) aforc they had taken this courie of meeting 
apart from us here. It they vyvould haue this taken for acc- 
claration of that vvhich they intended indeed, that if they 
had gone ro Leyden, and joyned there, it ſhould haue ben, 
but for the ſatittying of our mindcs , 1 yhom they ſavve to. 
bc troubled about the ditmitlion oftkem;and that 1n deed 
they meant not toliue and remaync with that Church and 
Pattor there, but vyhen they had fo done, then to come & 
live apart from us, as novy they doe : vve and others may 
accordingly eſteeme thereof , and take it as a further 
confirmation of the reaſons alledged for the reyerſing 
of our conſent to the agreement aforeſaid. 

There is alſoa clauſc inſerted by them in their third par- 
ticular novy treated of , vyhere they ſay, that rn the treatze 
of the Azreement it was teſtifycd by the Elders of the Church of 
Leyden ,that unleſſe it were to the apparant undoing of the, & of 
their families, they ſhould net be diſiniſſed agayne to dwell here: 
which whether it did any way moue them in this behalf to 
dc eas they did, themiclues know bett. My ſelf cannot ſay, 
that ir did. But this is ſure ,thar ſomc haue gone from this 
Church & cicietoluein the other, in reſpect of theit out- 
ward ettarc,andin hope of bettering of it: though none of 
them did fo, upon the former agreement, and in rclpet 
thereof, that I can remember. 

And ( tonuteit here by this occaſion) vvell may it be 
that this ſpeach of the Elders of that Church vvas a 
| L 1y meancs 
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meanes to perſyyade us much to the agreement aforeſaid : 
and that yrhen it appeared, hovyy them telues vvere purpo. 
ſed not toliuevyith the other Church & Pattor there, but 
to returneandliuc apart from us here, that then v vc did 
the more thinkeof it, vvhether it vyerc lavvfull tor us to 
content thereunto : and thereuppon ſhewed the reatons 
axpypoten for the reycrfing ot our former agreement unto 
t. V Vhich reaſons alſo together vvith their owne purpole 
ofliving here apart from us; they thould haue done vyell 
to haue ſpoken of in their vvriting, and not to hauc ſayd 
onely, that although in the treatie of the azreement It was reſti. 
fied by the Elders of that Church , that unleſſcit were to the ap- 
par ant undoing of them, and of their families, they ſhould not 
be diſmiſied agayne to dwell here : yet becauſe they would not 
abſolutely promiſe toleaue this citie, we would not itand to the a- 


greement which our ſelues had made. For they knovve both | 


ind 


their owne purpoſe atoreſaid, and that vvc ſhewed divers * 


reaſons, vyhy vve thought it not layyfull for us to conti- 
nevy, but to reyerſe, ourconſent to the ditmitlion of tuch 
as would not remayne vvith the other Church,but purpo- 
ſed ſtill ro line here in this citie apart from us. 

And indeed in liich caſes, if things ſhould concerne our 
ſclues, even vvith certaine loſle and hurt to us and our fa- 
milics, yet ſhould vve nor make our outyvard eſtate the 
ground or rule of our religion or reljgiousactions, but vve 
ſhould alvyay firſt look and con{ider vyhan is layvtull for 
us by the word of God to conſent unto in others, or to pra- 
iſe our ſelues:and then in favth to vvalk betore the Lord, 


being upright, and committing our vvay unto him, OY 


vV1 ll bring it to paſſe. Pſal. 37.3, 4, 5. nith Gen. 12. 7. ard 
17.1. Note alſo here, how in the two latt partictilars of the 
printed copie, they haue this clauſe thrite, that we would 
not agree to ſtand to the agreement, ures 'h, 4 left this citre; 


and haue not once any y -yhere, unleſs 'e theywent from ont 
Church 
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Charch and Paitour to another : the yeric naming vyhcreof 
is ſuch, as carycth vyaight of rcaſon vvith it againſt them, 
and for us. 

Morcoyer,concerninsg the poynt and Article tpoken of, 
about havins the counſ. 1 aud help of other Churches , note allo 
that hoviever they ſpeak much of it, yet in deed they did 
not follow it them ſclues; in that whiles the other Church 
and vve vverc treating & vv\riting about the matters afore- 
favd, they ſtayed not 121] vye had done, to fcc yyhat would 
be the end of our conſultation, as it ſhould pleaſe the Lord 
to diſpoſe : bit yvhen they knevve vve had vynrren unto 


' Leyden, and vyhereabout,and that yet vve had received no 


anſ\yer from them agayie, they brake away from us; and 
tooke allo anoiher courte then thar which was agreed up0o, 
aSis aforcſaid, And fo themiclues herein obleryed not that 
indecd, which they ſpeake in vvord, about having the coun- 
ſel &F help one of another, in all needfull aff aires of the Church, 
Cc. | 
And bc it that eyther vye or they of Leyden (from who 
vve heard not in this tyme) ſhould be vvanting or fayling 
In any thing hereabout : {as vyvho in ſuch diffhculties and 
troubles are not ſubze&tto be?) Yet what will they alledge 
for yvarrant of their ſeparation from us vvhich they haue 
made? Themſclues knoyve that everie yvant or fayling in 
Churches or actions, vyill not beare out ſuch diviſions. 
Good yvartant it had need be that ſhould.uphold ſuch 
disbounding and ſeparating of themſclues, as they hauc 
TUNNC 1NtO, | 
It they alledge the matters that are mentioned in the 
forelayd letters vvhich they tent into England, andin the 
other vyriting of theirs, vvhich is printed : for them you 
fee the aunſyver novy given thereunto : and let them 
remember aifo, that hovyſocuer they ſpeake of other mat- 
ters, yet they made their divifion onely for the queſtion, 
= about 
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about Government and the underſtanding of ar. 1Sro 
vyhercabout we diflered and could notagree. And ifthen 
11 the matteritſelf, for vyhich they lett communion with 
us, they be found thCiclues to be in notable errour : wha: 
yvarrant may it be that they can allege herein, which will 
fot returne upon their owne heacs51n the end, as thar Scrj. 
pturedoth vyhich they alledge for and at their GiViding of 
theni(ſclues from us? Rom. 16, 77. 

As for the long diſputing of theſe matters , yy;hereof they 
ſpeak, that alſo maketh the more agzainit them, becaule that 
although ſuch care and continuall paynes vyas taken for 
them and vvith them, yet it prevayled nothing at all with 
them neyther. And yvhere they ſay, 0 waze of peace could 
by us be found to continew together in the truth & holyncs, they 
ſhould turne their eyes upon themſclues, upon their c:- 
rours, and upon their {tubberne contentious and unruly 
vyalking : beſides that they ſtayed not to ſee vyhat ifllic it 
vvould pleaſe God to bring of the matters in hand betvyet 
the other Church andus: andretuled alſo to iric if by wri- 
ting among our {clues, vve could hauc come to better ac. 
cord in our diffcrences, then vve coulll by ſpeach and word 
of mouth. VVhich although it bea meanes 1(eldome uſed 
vyhen parties are prelcat together, and carctully to bere- 
garded yvhen and hovr it 15 ſo uſed : yet I ſuppole novy 
that they have better bethought themſclues, they vvill ac. 
knovyledge it had ben better tohaucadnuned of any lavy- 
full mcanes they coulil, rather then to haue divided them- 
ſclucs as they did, and to haue brought to area! reproach & 
many evils upon themiclues and oth-rs 25 they hauc done, 
Or if they vv1ll not ſo acknoyyleage chelclues, yet l doubt 
not bur others vvill for them. 

For that yyhich they ſpcak of the lamentable d:ſſipation of 
the Church and members beginning to growe, if they had na. 
cd any particulars thercabout, they might accordingly 

hauc 
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have ben ſpoken of. VVhich ſecing they haue not done, 
Iyvvill leaue to the conſideration of themſelucs & Others, 
whether their dealing & departing fro us might not oncly 
hauc begunne, but even haue cautcd to growe and goe for- 
ward, 4 mot lamentable diſlipation of thi S Church, & rhe 
members thercof, had not God diſappointedthem, and in 
mercie ſuſteyned and kept us together, vyhen they made 
their diviſion & comitted fo great offence in this Church: 
contraric to the doctrine, vv hich vive haue learned of the 
Prophets aud Apoſtles ; vvhich vvcallo ſhevvedunto thE 
many times, afore they parted fromus; and vyhich (novy 
that they hauelett us ) muſt endeall the queſtion and con- 
troverſie that is betyycen us. 

And here it is to be remembred, that alvyayes and in all 
our v\vritings and occalions vve ſl] profeſſe to haue the 
vvord of God alone for the light of our feet and direction 
of our vvayes, inall things. V Vhich vve ſhould therefore 
be the more carefull to folloyv, as it pleaſeth. God of his 
goodnes to manifeſt his vvill unto us more & more. And 
likevviſe about theſe matters, and in the laſt Ictter aforc- 
ſayd, vve limited our dealingand the reaſons alledged, with 
the fame caution ſtill, of folloyving that which we ſhou!d 
among our ſcluts or by others beit di ſcerne to be according to the 
wil of God therein: Vhich though it had notben cxpreſled, 
ſhould alvyay beunderttood. But being purpoſely and fo 
often mentioned from time to time, about theſe things, it 
ſhould the more be remembred & regarded of us all : that 
by it vve may examine & determine all the matters betwcCG 
us. For neyther may vve reteyneany thing in the Church, 
nor yceld to any agreement vyvyith others, that 15 not War- 
rantable by the vvord of God : ncyther ſhould they urge 
the continuance of any thing among us, nor follow them- 
{elues any couric in their practiſe, that cannot by it be ap- 


proved : but vyc ſhould (till grovve in knoyvledge & obe- 
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dience of the vvill of God, leaving thatyvhich is cyill, ang | 


tollowing that vvhich 15 200d, 11 allth INT, 
Moſes, when he was intormcu by lethio thatthe courſe 
of government, vvhich he tGoKIN Juvogtng tne peopicand 


hearing thcir caults lo as he aid, vous NO! good, but yyea. * 


ome both to him and the pevple, and 1:4. ano! her V'Vay 
: 4 ed unto him, to be received vilhthe approbation of 
God : he vvillingly hea irkencd nwito 1, and coaunged his 
tormer courlc, the Lot alto ap ProOVing the 1 [UMC. /. xod. 18, 

f3---26, Y Vhen David in a ooly dctlirevvas carctull to 
bring the Arke of God trom Kir ja.h1- jearim tO lerulalem, 
he put it jna nevve cart, and beganne to Carry 1t vvith , 
iinging and plaving on inſtruments and great ſolemnity; + 
thinking that he had done yveil and right therein : but the 
Lord made a breach upon them by the death of Vzzz, ; 
V Vhereupon David {tayed the turther removing of it a 
vyhile : and perceiving that it was, becauſe they did it not 
in thc duc order thereof, he then afteryvard took another 
courle,appovnting the Levites to beare it, whom the Lord 
had choten to cary the Arke of the Lord, and miniiter un. 
tohim. Chron. 13. and 15. 2---13.6%c. | 

Novy vyhat breaches, contentions, anc Continuall trou. 
bles, had ben at that time in this Church among us, the 
arc not ignorantof: beſides the excceding great and hea- 
Vie one, which about the ſame time befe]] that other Con. 
gregation of dur countrymen here, who about the queltio 
of the Churches government , pleaded allo againſt the E]- 
derthip, for their popular courle, vvith tome of the yene 
lame arguments, and other 1]ike, astheſe hauc done ; and 
runne into ſundrie Anabapritticall opinions and co uries, 
not unknovyen unto them : And the brethren of Leyden 
1n their letter here betore make mention of 97 4:3) diſji- * 
pattons vvhich then vvc had. V Vhich things I note here 


Dy tus occalion, that it may the better appeare, both what 
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oreat cauſe vve had novy to look hereunto , and that theſe 
things alſo betell us, vvhiles vve held that courtc of vo- 
rernement pleaded for by theſe men, andafore thev mave 
this ſchiſmaticall departing fron 1s, as novv they did ,, be. 
cauſe vve vvould not {till continue and hold on the fame 
courſe, as before. 

Betides theſe examples of Molcs 4:1d David, I could alto 
alledge the Apoſtles, vvho upon experience of evils that 
came by having younger vvidovvcs in the ſervice of the 
Church, took aftervyard another courſe, and appoynted 
thatnone ſhould be taken into that number under three. 
ſcore yeere 01d, &#c. 1 T1. 5, 9---15. Andforchaunging 
of things purpolcd and determined , vvhen there 1s juft 
cauſe, vyve haue likevviſe the example of David agavne, 
vvho vyhen he had purpoſed and folemnely vovved the 
death of Nabal and all his familic, yet afterward upon the 
perſvvaſion and reaſons uied by Abigail, changed his pur- 
poſe, an4 bleſſed her, and the Lord, for her counſel! & per. 
ſvvaſion given nnto him : 1 Sam. 25.27---75, Andotihe 
Prophet Nathan, vyho having both confented to Davids 
purpoſe of buylding an houſe to the Lord, and encouraged 
him thercunto, yet vvhen as the ſame night the Lord ſhe- 
wed him, that he did nor require it of David , neythet 
vvould hauc him to doe it : hethercupon vvent and fhe- 
vvedit to David; vyhoalfo refted therein, with praife and 
thanks unto God. 7 Chroy. r7. chap. 

Andrheſe things are vvritten for our learning, vvhich 
I doe the rather note here, contidering the perſons & mar- 
ters ſpoken of: The perſons being Moſes; David, Nathan, 
Paul - tome Prophets,ſome Apottles : The matters being 
touching thegovernment of the people, the vyorthip of 
God, the ſervice of the Church , and hclping one of ano- 
ther, exc. Yet ſuch perſons in ſuch matters altered their 
courſes and purpoſes, and vvere readie and yyilling fo 10 

NL_1j doc, 
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doe, when cyther by the counſel of others, cr by their own 
experience, or by the vvord or work of God, they percei- 
ved any errour fo be committed, or ſome other evil to en- 
ſue, in the courſes taken or purpoles intcnded by them, 
They kneyyc and vvere carcfull as (all ſhould) that in all 
things, vvhether concerning the vvorthip of God, or go- 
vernement of the Church,or other dutics and actions that 
onely ſhould be reccived and reteyned, vyhich isapproved 
of God : and whatſocicr isevill or unyyarrantiable by his 
vyord (though formerly had and obſerved | that it ſhould 
be corrected andamended. 

According to yyhich rule, and examples of the godly in 
former times, if theſe men yyould novy ( vvithout preju- 
dice) examine their opinions andcourles aforeſaid, they 
ſhould finde it high time for them to makea ſtand, ro ob- 
terve the vvork of God upon them, & to giue theſclues no 
reit tilthey haue forſaken their errours & redreiled their 
crooked waics : bethey othervyiſe never fo pleaſing unto 
the or auncient with the. So ſhould they in deed keep the 


auncient fayth, and vyalk in the old and 'g00d vvay preſcri. 


bed of God. Letthem therefore hearken to the inſtruQi- 
on and counſel given unto them : Let the vvaic of God be 
in their heart, and his feare betoretheireyes : Let them 
thinkc ou their owne vyaics, and turne their fect unto his 
reſtimonies : Let them make haſt, and not delay to keepe 
his commandements. Pſal. 19. 59.60. 

Andto this end, let them about the things ſpoken of, 
con{ider well , of theſe two poynts : 1. of the queſtions 
themſclues that haue ben and arc betyyeen us; ana there» 
1n eſpecially of thoſe differences vyhercabout they ſevered 
themſelues from us; 2. of thecharge layd upon the Pa- 
lorsand Elders over the flock committed unto them by 
the Lord; and of the dutic required of the people agayne 
toy vards! the Goy ExnOULS, vyhom the Lud ters 04 er them 

in his 
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in his ſtead. Of the firſt I haue treated here,and in another 
treatiſe before, written about the expoſition of Mar. r8.17. 
For the latter, ſce theſe & the like Scriptures, throughout 
the book of God; Exod. 28, 12, 2 Chron. 26. 16---21. Act. 
20, 17, 28. Roms. 12, 3---8. 1 Cor. 12, 28. Epheſ. 4, 11---16. 
Col. 4, 7. 1 Theſe. 5,12,13. r Tim. s,17---21. and 6,13. 
14. Tit. 2, 15. 10M. 5: 14: 3 P04, 1-4 RV. 2,07 3. Het: 
3,19 | 
And novv to conclude, bc{ides a!l the former things,we 
entreated them alſo that ieing the ſame matter vyas then 
in hand both betvycene y. A frorth and Myr. Bernard, 
and betyveene Myr. Robinſon , and Mr. Bernard, that there- 
fore they yvould ſtay , to fee vviiat this vvay might come 
to paſſe for the more clearing of rhe por:ii's ia difference 
betvvecn us, and our better accort tercabout : Put they 
vyould not be per{yvaded foo doc. And then finally , at- 
tera yecres diſpute publikly had by vvord of mouth, &all 
the other mcanes uſed among us, I offered in ihe cnd{ as 1 
laid before) rotry out the matter in vvriting betvveen us, 
and gauc forth unto them the obſervations yyhach then I 
had colleted about Mar. r8. r7. V Vhich they both heard 
publikely read, and had them to copy out, atorc they went 
avivay from us: yet vvould they not vecld hereunto : But 
vihen vve had appoynted another day in the vvecke abolit 
theſe things, then had they ſome {peach cf divers particu- 
lars 1n the torelaid vyriting, vvhercabout alto vve {pake a- 
gaync : and io fome {peach patled between us thercaboutr : 
but to gaucanſyyeruntoit in vvriting they yvould not be 
periwaded. Neyther vvould they contineyve any longer 
with the Church : but yvith great ſinne and ſcandal diyi- 
dedthemſclues from us ( vvhich they profeſled that day,& 
practited the next, and {© hauc continued ever fince) al- 
ledging the ſaving of the Apoltle to the Romans, Rom. 10, 
77: VViuch js ſo dire againit themleltos, and torus, as I 
M 11 vy1ll 
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vvill novvalledge no other Scripture at all, againſt the gi. 
vilion and (candals cauſed by them , but Icaue then even 
by this to be judged of their ovyne mouth. V Vhich they 
ſhall doe yvcll to lave to heart, & to ponder Icrioutly with 
chemſclues ; (ccing that by the very Scripture v1 hich the- 
{clucs alledged, all are bound to marke them , and avovde 
them, as having made divition and offences, contrarie to 
the doarine vvhich we hauc learned of the Prophets and 
Apoſtles of the Lord. Rom. 1p, 77. 

Thus haue I more largely then I thought, vvritten here. 
:bout : and doc novv leaueit to your vviſc and gouly con. 
ſideration, as it ſhall pleaſe the Lord by his vv ord and fþi. 
rit ro dire and perſvyade you therein. Farevvell in the 
Lord; vvho remembreth his people in their baſe and di- 
{treſled eſtate, and giveth an iflue vvith every rentarion; 
vvho alto vvill deliver us from everic evill yvorke , & pre- 
ſcruc us to his 1icavenly kingdome, by Chritt our Redee. 
mer : to \yvhom be glorie for cverandever. Amen. His 
grace be with you, and his ſtrong conſolation in your fpl- 
ritfor ever. Amo. 


Yours Francis Toh” l. 
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Hus { good Reader) I hane ſer dow ne M. [ohnfons Anſwe: to the 

objections cont-ynedin M. A, letter, and the printed cope, 4- 
bout the diviſion aforclayd. Now | will hc1e alſo anncxe a 1,ote that 
vyas Ptinted heretcforc, concerning theſe thi'gs ; vvhich being fill 
diſculſed, vycre then agreed upon by the Church, The note 1s this, as 
follovveth, 


A NOTE 


bs 
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A NOTE OF SOME THINGS CALLED 
inoqueſtion and controverted in the exiled Unglifh 
Church at Amſterdari. 


It being hel.1 among us, tE at ſich as vvere iO be dcolt vvithall publix'y 
foi fnnc, 1; ould not be adimunnti d by the Fug is,v\h- 1cupon the 
roccedirg againt; hc mm ,1fch'yP- ited theorem, "mor foo! ey 
Cn Poop CEEs nOntey 15 fir{t ro 50 racen, atore the El: 
d1d fo act! 11 anv H ch Pp ions ; 1115 PoYnt about a rus 

2 Chron, 19, 8,9, Ic. 


vvas han :icd, 2d ALICE UPON, TON! 
Deurt, 17, $---13- ThE, 1%; 5 <4 10 this cttect, viz. 

Aat it is the Eucic of ihe Elders inthe pubitke admni- 
>< of ZOVCINCNCcNt, C11 Maitets brought tO tC 
Church, ro admonitth the ttnners and Ws hn YH 
Out requIring the people their content lirtt ; VV hich ad- 


Moinouon of the I IHers DELNg, oetpiſee, Yo(C parti CS UPON 1t. 


arc to be excomunicaied, Andall the brethren are bound 
to conſent unto fuci uſt rebuke or aclmonition given by 
the Elders, as toihe pablike aoctrine of the Church : : And 
conſequenily ther aicto aſſent untoall other the jult ad- 
minitttarion of ihe Governours, they being able to juſtify 
the tame by the word of God. And agayn, the people hauc 
libertie tO CxCePt againit and Cvince \\hercin the Elders 
doc unjultly without warrant : As alto in all good order 
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Without diſtugbance and under correction , they may aSKe 
reſolutio of their doubis. And lo by this meanesall popu- 
lar confulion is avoydcd, & libertic in the truth retcyned. 


Alioafrer much and - ftenicaſo; ing about our practiſe 1 nnd: ſtan} 

* ding of Mit. 18,15, 16,17, It vvas agreed by the Church, That vve 
etred inthe unde: (tanding of that Scripture , & namely in thele par- 
tculars tollovving : 


Firſt, in that vive haue ſounderſtood thoſe vyords ( T ell 
the C. Burch & c, ) thar they mav not be underſtood ot the 
levyes Synedrion, nor of the Chriſtan Presbyterie or El- 
drſhip. And this moreover t0,a5 lonic among us vil by 


tC 


ved a- 
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the word 7 Church ) in that place haue underſtood , men 
vvomen and children intherovvne pertons; meaning by 
children, ſuch of them as are able to rcjoyce and forrovye 
with others. And vye note this to be, of relling men wo. 
men andchildren in their ovine perſons - becauſe other- 
wiſe it iS graunted, that the Congregation 15 told according 
to order and rules-of 2overnement, in the telling of the 
Fiders. ({ Andhere ut is to be remembred, hovv it hath ot: 
tca ben lignifyed , that vvhether wee underſtand thoſe 
words of telling the Church | thus, 7 ! rhe Congregation, 
to weet, accerding to the rules and order of covernement apporn- 
Notchere te4 by God iz: his word ; or thus, Tell the Congregation of Fldeys 
that the not hindring or infringms any right or libertie of the brethren , 
Eldets fit theſe come both to one end, being rightly underſtood. And 
Blick about thele things haue ben alledged thee & the like Scri- 
place, ptures : Mat.18,r7. copared with Mat .5,22. Deu.21,18--20, 
vyhereall yy. ; $,12,24.25 .mith Dea.19,11--18.loſh.20,4--0. 1 Sam, 
__ i 3:25. Pfal .$2,1.Prov.20,20.inthe LXX. compared with the 
and be Original. Deut.1,9---17, and 106,18. and17, g---12. and 21, 
preſent, - 8,9, with Ruth 4,1---1r. 2 Chron.r9,5---11. At.s,11--13. 
= ws and 20,17,18. Rom.12,4---8. Luk.r2,42. 1 Cor.4,1,2. and s. 
chap. with Lev.20,r7. and Deut. 17, 4---7. 1 Cor.6,1---5.& 
r2,29.1Theſ.5,12---14.1Tim.z,s. and ;, 17---21, Heb. 3, 
17. 1 Pet-$,t--. } : 
Secondly,vve haue erred in that we have ſorunderſtood 
thoſe vvords ( Tellthe Church, e> if he heare not the Church, 
&c.) that the partie oftending ſhould not, vvithout taking 
conſent of the people, be admoniſhed by the Elders, wher- 
upon to proceed againſt him - Any thar the ſinner yvas 


Viz, the not to be excommunicated, for delpiling the admonition 


\. 6% mg given by the Elders onely. Touching vihich vve have 4- 
gin=itby greed heretoforc, that vve erred, from theſe Scriptures, 
the Elders 2 Chron. 19,8.9. 10. 4nd 1Theſ. s, 12, compared with Dcat, 
as - _ 17.8-.-12.&c. \ Andhereagayne 1t is to be remembred, 


how 
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about Mat. 18. t7. _ 

hovy it hath ben ſhevyed that the (peaches of re/{;mg 1he #7 
ders, and of the caſting out of perſons for deſpiſing the ama. 
nition erven by the Elders only, are to be underitood in rec- 
ſpec of miniſtration and governcment-commutted unto 
them by Chritt and the Church, and not ſo to be taken , as 
tocxclude the Church or Chritt the head, for vvhom they 
doeadminiſter + but that vye ſhould alyvay underſtand & 
obſerue theſe things, accordingas 1n ltracl{ in the due pro- 
portion and perpetuall cquitic thereof ) and according to 
the Scripturcs here alledged, in this and the other particu- 
jar aforcſayd : and theretore not to abridge the brethren 
of their aſlcnt or any right that doth apperteyne unto the 
by the vvord of God : but to doc all things according to. 
the rulcs preſcribed therein , as before hath ben ſhevved. 
To vv hich cnde likevvilc it 1s to be remembred, how it 
hath ben often ſignified and declared, that the poyver of 
the holy things of God given to the Church, is properly 
and primarily Chritts ; tecundarily and by communication 
the Churches ; inſtrumentallyand minifterially the Oftt- 
cers, vvho arc the Miniſters of Chriſt and the Church. 
And that thus vve would ſtil] be underitood. As allo, that 
thus the admonition, bcing given as is aforclayd , may be 
ſfayd to be the admonition ct Chriſt , ot the Church, & of 
the Elders, in divers reſpects, according as 15 ſayd bctore. ) 

- Thirdly,cocerning that rule in general, we have jad this 
crrour among us,hat it hath ben underſtood to be a newe 
rule tor the time of the Gotpel, which liracl had nor. 
V Vhereabout may be conſidered & coparcdtogcther thete 
and the like Scriptures, as followecth : Mat :8.14.nith 1c. 
19,17. Prov.25.9.10. Aiſo, Mat.1$.16, mth Den.19.1\. 1,4 
17.6. 10h.$,r7.2Cor-t3,1. And, Mat.1$,17. with Mat.s.-- 
Dent. 21.18,rp,20, Numb.z5.12---30, with Dent.19.12--1-. 
Cc. together with the other Scriptures menticned here bitore 
1n the other particulars , as in them may be ſie. 

| N And 


v8 Of the Churches agreement 


thervviſe by the vvord of God, vve ſhall ( God wil. 
ling ) be rcadie to yeeld unto it. 


$A OCT On TEE Go 


Hus yvas the Churches agreement about theſe 

things. V Vhercnote, that ihe fult of thele' about 

1131011ti0n by the Elders, was ſooner agreed upon, 
there being but tevy {in reſpec) that excepted and tooda- 
vainſtit, vvhen ſome of the chict of them yeelded unto it, 
Thelatter, about our prattiſe,c> underſtanding of Mat.1S, 17. 
Was verie long ichatedamiong us - and after much reaſo. 
ning had thercabour, yve vvcre often and earneſtly utged 
by the Oppoſites, to giue ſentence and come to an yſſuea- 
bour it. Solin theend vve agreed concerning it,as here be. 
forc is ſet doyvne. V Vhich vyhen yve had done, they ji. 
gnityed their diflent, and that they could no longer vvalke 
vvith us, practiſing accordingly. And ſo aftcryvard they 
vvent avyayandleftus. And this is the very cauſe of their 
departing from us, vrhatſoever other thing be allcdged by 
them or any other thereabour. 

And this I intrcatthe Reader yvell to obſerue , becauſe 
otheryvite, readingtheirforciayd difterences and objeQi 
Ons1n the letter and printed Copic, (vvhercabout they haue 
bujicd themſclues fo much | he may take them for cauſes 
of their ſeparation, which in deed yyere not. And where: 
a5 thus it pleatcth thE to trouble mens mindes with their 
politions, and intendin the ſetting of the doyine to caulc 
Q1izrace to this poor Church , which they ſo unjuſtly have 
Ictt, asit we had apoſtated and left the auncient tayih) it 
{hall be goud tor them to try and warrant the their poli 
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And for all.thele things, ifany can ſhew us beiter oro. ' 


=y 


about Mat. 18, r7. 99 


tions and differences, as alſo their ſeparation from us, by 
the touchiione of the vyvord of God, as now by the antiwer 
thercunto given, they are occalioneld to doe. 

And vyichall, let thein ſhew out of the Scripture , hoy y 


it can be vrarranced, that {miniſter viho hath not hunicit 


received true baptiſme, may adminitter the Lores Supper; 
or thara people not having true baptilme, may receiv'c lic 
Lords tupper { as thele haue done ) : ſeeing themielues de- 
ny the baptiſme of the Church of Rome, & lo contequcit- 


Iv of other Churches in Apoſtaſic, to be true baptiſcc. It 


the example of Chritt be contidered, vvho firſt inſtitute 
ind minittred the Lords ſupper huntelt, he had received 
tru bapti1me bctore. at. 3, 16. with 26. 26. 27. 28. The 
like may be obſerved about his Apoltles, & namely about 
Paul, vvho vas firit baptited, atorc he received or admin 
{tred ihe Loris tiupper : Ad. g. 18. with 20.77. and lo in 
others from time to time. By vyhich themielucs may pcr- 
eciuc vyhat a continuall profanation of Gods holy things 
is amoug them, that to minitter or receine, not having 
truc baptiſme : and the Reader may diſcerne hovy needtuil 
ir had ben for them, better to haue thought of their poit- 
tions and objettions againit us, atore they had thus vvrit- 
ten and given them forth. And this I thought good here 
to mention ( together vvith thar yyhich is betorc noted a- 
bout 1t) that both themiclucs and others may bv thts OCCa- 
11on duly conl{ider of their cftate and dcaling. 

And here for this purpoſcallo, it vvill not be un ft 17 
this place toannexe the judgment of Ar. [1;ztres CONCCH- 
ning the Church of Rome as I ſavd here before I voi, 
V Vhich the Readers ſhall do yvell duly to con{ider , both 
for their oyvne bettcrinformation, and for the better di- 
ſccrning and judging of the opinions and diftcrences that 
ate at this day thereabout, not onely among the Anaba- 


Ptiſts, and tuch asare attected Anabapriltically , but even 
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L100 M. Iunius judgement | 
among Proteſtants alſo, our ſclues and others, differing in 
ſome things about this matter. Thus therefore it isa; 

followeth : | 


THE IVDGMENT OF 


M. FRANCIS ]I VNIVS concerning 
the Church of Rome. 


Lib, fingulari de Ecclef. contra Bellarminum, cap. 17. And 
in his vyorks printed in fol. p. 1018. 1019, &c, 


Of the C hurch of Rome. 


Fing to treat of the Church of Rome , yye 
wil tirſtunty the knot of the xquiyocati6 of 
\ theword, before wedetermine of the thing 
} itſclf;that all men may better perceiue, what 
it is, that isat this day called in queſtion a- 
mongſt us. For very many are dcccived 
vvith the homonymie or xquivocation of the verie word, 
and unayvares ininare themicluesand others, by the igno- 
rance of the deceittulnes 1n the ſpeach. 

The church of Rome therefore is properly ſo calied, or 


abuſiucly, by the miſterming or abuſing of the name; both | 


ng | OR 
aS itiscalled a church,& as it is called the Romane church. 


Foras it is called the Romane church , fometymes it pro- 


perly (ignityeth the companie vvhich is at Rome , as Paul 
{pake, yvriting tothe Romanes : ſometimes it ſignifieth 
abuſuely, all the churches on the earth, that clcaue to the 
Romance church, according to the forme of doarine , and 

| conlti- 
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conſtitution thereof. Bur vve vvill treat of the church as 
it is indecede the church of Rome : and the things vihuch 
vve ſhall ſpcak of this church, the ſame may the godly rea- 
der by proportion underſtand of the church lo called by 
abuſc of ſpeach. | 

Now as it is called a Churci { vyhuch thing chiefly 1s 10 
controverſie) it is ſotermed three maner of Vvayes : as 4 
ſubjeQ ; as an accident growing to the ſubjeR ; andas the 
ſubje& rogether yvith that his accident. As a ſubject, it 1s 


. the ſimple or ſingle Church of Rome; As an accident 2yow- 
me upon the ſubjcet, is the papacic, or the papall hierarchie, 


vvhich they call eccleſsaſticall. As a ſubject compounded with 
his accident, i is the church of Rome become papall, or 
under the Pope, that is to ſay corrupt ,as I may to ſpeake, 
by that lavvles or unnaturall ſhoot of the Pope, (pringing 
out of the ſtock. Novy of cach of theie vie vyill contider 
fo briefly as may he, one after another. 

The Church of Rome -when it is conſidered as a ſub- 
zea, it hath tvyo parts; the paſtors and the flock of Chritt : 
for vvhich church the Apoſtle of 01d gaue thanks to God 
by leſus Chriſt, becauſe her tayth vyas publiſhed through- 
out the yvhole vyorld. Rom. r,s, And for yvhich vvealſo 
dayly aske of God in our pravers, that he yvould informe it 
to vvorſhip him by his fpirit in the Goſpel of his ſonne, & 
to eſtabliſh it in fayth. Neyther doe vve deay this ſubje& to 


be at Rome, by the mercic of God, even at this day, be- 


cauſe vive trult iherc is God calling, perſons called, and the 
calling itſelf yet in her: the meeting of vvhich things to- 
gcther in one giveth being toa church, as betore yye ſhe- 
wed. _ 

Bur rouching the papacie , or the papall hierarchic, 
which they are vyoont to call eccleſſaſ#icall, yve doc not 
fay that it is the church properly ſo cajled, but an accident 
grovvinguinto thechurch, and ſuch as cor crily yyorketh 

MN 111 Again. 


Chap, 8. 


AC. 
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againſt the lite, and health of the Church. That it is nor 
the church properlv,is proved by the very definition ot the 
papacie, and-of the Church of God. For ine Papacie ac. 
cording to his gencrall, isan order : the churci is acom. 
panic oz an allemblic. The papacic by his Gifterence, is an 
order politiue, humane or from men, and naught; The 
church is an atlemblic divine or trom God, by divine ay. 
thoritic, vvith reaſon united together. Novy thole things 
which ditfer both in their generall, and in their cilentiall 
dittercnce,and in thcir neccilaric conditions or Properties, 
they cannot be one and the ſame thing. Anat hat the p. <Þ4- 
cre SAN accident grovving upon the Cllurcn, CXPErience it 
ſelf ſpcaketh. For the ſubject is betorc nis accent, which 
15 contigent and ſeparable : The church yyas many ages 
vvhen the papacie vyas not : The papacie cainc to the 
church contingently { beſtde rhe bing of rc Church ) and fo 
may be ſepara:cd trom it,as at this time alto there arc chur- 
ches, yvhere the papacie is not, & there vill be churches 
{til} hercafter vvithour the papacic. 1heretore the papa- 
Cie is not the church, but it is an evill grovving up in the 
church, a peltilence, a droplie, the gangrencin gh bodice, 
deceiptfully working againſt the ite and hlicalth of ir, and 
therefore molt noyſomely eating up the huciy and whol- 
tome moyiture of the church. Bit of thus vinole marter, 
vvec hauc ſpoken in the z. Controverſie, X 11 115 fourth We 
are to ſpcak of it here. tter. 

Thercforc concerning the other vinuch remavneth Jet 
us ſce, whether the papal] Romane church, or that which 
is of the pope, be the church. Tic opinions vvhich are a- 
boat this matter are divers. The ropiſh gCncration Cry out 
rvith full mouth, that it is abiolutcely the church. Others 
not bcholdins a diffcrent regard of the papacie, from that 
vyhich is thc church, denyit tobe thechurch. VVe rely: 


Ing both on the nature of the thine S, andon the aythoritic 
ot thc 
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of the Scripture, doe put a diftierence. The nature of tjic 


thing oth teach, that ſhe church 1s one thing,andthat the 


papacic is another, as yve {pake a hitle before. The autho- 
riticotrhe Scrip:ureteachcihthe church , but it reacketh 
not the papacie: theictore they are divers things. For they 
delude undoubtedly, I ſiy ihey delude, vyhich require ai 
our hands one detinition of the ſubject & of the accident, 
as of one ſingular thing, or obrrude it on us. For thus mutt 
vve ſay, The papall church, as it hath that in it vvhich bc- 
longeth to thedetinition'ola church, iris achurch ; but as 
ithathin it the evillgrovicn untoit, which vie call rhepa- 
pacie, in that reſpect 1118 no1 a church, but a fauliie, detlou- 
red anda corrupt church, 21d diaviing on todettiruction. 
Let us make it playne by a timilitude. The bode it tet 
is one thing, the corruption or Putrefaction in the bodic 
another thing, and the corrupied or puttcticd bodic ano 
ther thing. The bodicts the tubject,the corruprion or pu- 
trefaction is the evill accident cleaving unto the 1ſubjce, 
the corrupted or futrityed bodice 1s compounded of them 
both. There is both the bodie, and putrefaciion inthe pu- 
trificd bodie. Soisa bodic that is ſvyolne vvith the vva- 
ter,cauſing the droplic. Both are together,and yet fo toge. 
ther, as eyther one of the twoor both together muſt needs 
periſh. It the nature of the bvdie be ſtronger, the corru- 
puon and droptic vvater decayeth: but it the corruption or 
droptic prevayle, there is moſt certaine dettruction of the 
both. * So is the church of God - for in it (cls it is the bo- 
dic of Ictus Chriſt. If a deadly diſcaſe grovve upon it, both 
arc then together, the bodic and the ditcaſe in the bodie. 
It the purging medicine of the grace of God; for nothing 
is here naturall ) be of the moreefficacie, the dijcate then 
IS vanquiſhedand decayeth: but if the difcaſe prevavle,then 
both of them , the bodie and the diicaice) muſt needs come 
Oancnhd, For {uch is the condition of the diivale : it both 
tecdeth 


| 
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feedeth it elf on the dodie decaying, and deſtroyeih it ſelf | 


focether vvith the bodice. | 

After this .aner therforc doc we cftceme ofthe church 
of Rome, vvhich they call the papal! or pepiſh Church, 
Therc >the Church, there 15 the papacie , and there 1s the 
papall Church. As there is the Church, it is the lubjc@ of 
God : asthere is the papacie, therc is the difeate ot man : as 
1115 the papall church, there isa fight betyvcen the church 
and the papacic,that will deſtroy evther one of them aparr, 
or both together. It God ſhall giue it the purging medicine 
of his grace, by MCcancs vv hereot the papacie , the acciden. 
taric evill decave and perith ;itis viel! : bur if the papacie, 
that molt faultic and corrupt order , and deadly accident 
prevayle, it vvill bring deſtruction to both of them , both 
to the church and to it (clf, by the ju{gment of God. 

And this novvin the memoric ot our fathers and our 
oyvne vve ſee to haue befallen many churches, vvhich 
claue faſt unto that Romane church. For when it ſeemed 
good unto God moreclearely to inkindle the torch of the 
goſpel, and to ſcatter the papall ſmokes by his ſpirit , there 
remayned churches returning by his grace to a bette r con- 
ſtitution and ſtronger health , & that vvhich is of the pope 
departeth vaniſhing avvay through his ovine corruption : 
but when as God ſent not that purging medicine of His di. 
' vine grace into the bodie of any church , then the popiſh 
corrupt blood got ſtrength more and more, which v vill be 
to that church deadly deftruaion, unles God of his mercie 
providea remedic. In the remembrance and conſcience 
of this benefit, doe our churches fitly ting vvith the Pro- 
phet, Bleſſed be the Lord which hath not ginen us for apraye un- 
to their teeth. Our ſoule ws eſcaped even as a bird ont of the 
ſrave of the foultrs : the ſnare is broken, and we are dchvered. 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, exc. Pſal. r29. 

V Vhercforcin my judgment they tpcak prepoſterouſ]y, 

vo 


- 
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yyho aske vyhether the church be in the papacie : becaule 
on the contraric ir ſhould be asked, vvhether the papacic 
bein the church. For the ſubject is not in tÞe acczdent, but 
the accident in the ſubjcR, yvhole being ,. is an 1n-being, 
ortobcinathing, as men common!y ſpeake. And that 
the papacic is in the church, as the order or eſtate of apoſta- 
ficin the houſe and citic of God, is as ccrtaine, as that of 
the Apoſtle is certaine, 2 Theſ. 2. that the ny of fone , the 
ſonne of perdition ſitreth in the temple of God,vvith his vvhole 
order orranke of apoltates : and noton the other ſide, that 
the temple of God conliſtethin that order and number of 
apoſtates, vyhich isa thing moſt ſtraunge & furtheſt oft. 
But the terme of the papacie taken doubly and zquivocal- 
ly, decciveth them ia ſuch fort as here before vyeſhevved 
concerning the Romance popiſh Church. -For under the 
name of the papacie ( vyhici is a foule corrupt order) they 
comprehend the ſubject it ſelf, which is annoyed vvith that 
corruptis, notdiſtinguiſhingaright between theſe things. 
As therfore,ifany ſhould deny that to be abodie, which 
Iyeth in adeadly ſort fvyollen vvith the vvates of the drop» 
fie, or ſhould affirme that vvater which choketh the bodice, 
tO be the bodie it ſelf, ſhould in both theſe be deceived in 
his judgment : fo alſo arc both deceived, as vvell they 


_ vykichdeny it tobe the church, beeguſe the papacie is in ir, 


as they vyhich ayouch the papacietobe the church it 1clt, 
yvhich we haue before diſproved. The papacic isa poyton 
inthe church, vvhich poyfon muſt needs be vomited out, 
if it vvill be preſerved: or els the church vvill be extingui- 
ſhed by it, if it ſuffer that poyſoa to prevayle, and polletle 

all the veynes of the bodic. | 
But how can ſhe be the church,{will ſome ſay)in which 
the papacie is? To witte, as there is the bodic, in which 
a diſeaſe vvorketh. Butbecanlc the papacic is.a deadly cor- 
rupuon, the more that the papacic geiteth, ttrengihy, , the 
IOIC 
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more the church is yveakned: the increaſe of the one, i; 
the decreaſe of the other. And hence jt cometh topaſk 
that in the marches vyhich are called popiſh', ſome ate 
more healthic, & ſome more unhealthie then others : the 


more healthie are thoſe, which haue leſſe of the papacie, 


& more of the church : and thoſe are the more unhealthie 
whichhaue more of the papacie & lefle of the church : and 
of this kinde;, Fdoubtnot that church to be , vvhich at this 
day is ar Rome./-For it had long agoc giuen up the ghoſt if 
God by the impoſition ofhis grace and long ſuffring hat 
not nouriſhed and kept it yyarme. 

Notvvithſtanding that vve may giue content unto thei 
mindes, vyhich doe not yer reach unto theſe things, 
thinkethat they are more fubrily then truly ſpoken of the 
church-yyhich they call the papall or popiſh church :letw 
anſyver this queſtion in fevy yvords, from the regard of al 
particular churches, as they areamong men, or in conſid 
ration of things humane. Everie:church , vvhich in dect 
is a Church,is eonſidered tyyo yvayes, on Gods behalf (x 
they ſpeake) and on our behalf, On Gods behalf, it isalts 


gether a church, yyhereſoever there is found a companit 


called of God, vvith his calling by the ſpirit and the holic 
Scripture, and theminiſterie of perſons ordeyned for ho- 
lic things,and divine ations. On our behalf there is no 
Church atall, (althongh it be ſoof God, as vye haue ſay) 
to vyhich there doth not cleaue corruption , Concerning 
the perſons, things, aQtions,and finally the yvhole miniſte 
rice of man ordeyned by God. And that vyhich is on Gods 


part,is not taken away by our default,ſo long as it ſeemeth. 


googq unto the Lord, toacknoyvtedge it for tris Church,& 
call it with his calling, by the ſpirit, & holie Scripture , & 
the miniſterie. For ſhall the unbeleef of me, (faith the Apolile, 
R8.3.3.)maktthe fayth of God without effet#: ſhal the vveak- 


aes of ma make yoyde the truth of God? or his imperfectis 
Fong 
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the perfetion of God ? Farre beat off : yea let God be truc 5 


evcrie man a lyer, (ayth the Apoſtle inthe ſame place. 

V Ve vvill make the matter playne by an example and 
{imil:iude out of the — leremie, chap. 3. A vvifc 
being tilthie vvith adulteries, Ifher husband yyill pardon 


her, and conſent to receiue her, and to dyvell vvith her,ſhe 


abideri ſtill che vvife of her husband, not by her ovyne 
dcede doone | for ſhe hath broken wedlock, vvhat in ker 
vvas) but by the benctit or goodnes of. her husband. Soa 
Church overfloyying not onely vvith lighter infirmities, 
but alio vvith hcavic adulteries, on her part.in deed ſhould 
ccale to bea vvite, but ſhe ceaſeth not on her husbands 

art. For touching the electron, as the Apollle fayth, Rom.rr. 
28. ſhe 6 beloved for the fathers ſakes, ſpeaking of the church 
of the Iewes. It 15a church ſo,long as God calling her pro- 
claymc:i that vvhich isin Jcr.3.13. Oncly acknowledec thine 
iniquitte, that thou hast tranſereſſed Si rey the Lord thy God, 
«nd hail ſcattered thy waies to the ſkraungers under cverie green 
gree, and ye haue not obeyed my voyce, ſayth the Lord. Turne, 0 
backſlydine people, ſayth the Lord, for I am maryed unto you, 
Iwill take you exc. Itis ſolongachurch, as God proteſting 
calleth upon it departing from him and being rebellious, 
aSitisin Eſa. 50, 1. Where is the bil of your mothers diverce- 
ment, wherewith I put her away 2 or who is there of my credt- 


tours to whom Tſouldyou? 7c. The church then at length 


ceaſeth to beachurch, vvhen God ceaſcth to call it back, & 
taketh avvay the evidence of that holie marriage, that is, 
the holic Scripture, out of the hand of the adulteres,, and 
her that is fubburne, teſtifying that the matrimonic is diſ. 
ſolved on his.parr, and ſo receiveth the covenant of grace 
unto himielf. It is not for any man , to deny that tobea 
church, which God calleth achurch. Neyther is it forany 
man, to call rhat a church, vvhich God, having giuen the 
bl of divorce, and taken ayyay the draught of the mariage 
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contraQ, denyeth ſo to be. 

And after this maner doe vve eſteeme of the Church in 

vyhich the papacie is. God calleth her + vith his calling, by 
his ſpirit, and vrord, and the publike records of that bolie 
mariage ( vyhich vve call the holie Scripture) and the mi- 
niſterie, and things, and holy aftions, v1 hich betore yye 
have briefly reckoned up. Theſe things doe remayne to 
that church moſt manifeſtly, on Gods behalf. Bur in that 
on the behalf of men all theſe things and holicaction-, to. 
octher vvith the veric perſons themſclues, abound ando. 
verflovye, vvith moſt grievous & deadly corruptions, that 
is the ſinne of men, not the fault of God ; vyhoſe grace & 
truth js perfeted in infirmitie. On Gods part, ſhe is yet 
called Hammi,my people, and Ruchama, finding mercie, which 
moſt truly on her part, might be called Lo harmmi, notm 
people, and Loruchama, not obteyning mercie, as vve read in 
Hoſea the Prophet. But vve rely upon the mercie of God, 
and according to his grace reyealed, yve ſpeake our minde, 
or yvegiue our ſentence concerning a church erring and 
going aſtray. 
— -Butthis Chnrch hatheverie thing m it corrnpt. I con. 
feſle it. Butin that it hath all the divine things in the Scti- 
tires, it is of God : in that it hath them all corrupt, that is 
of it ſelf - in that it hath all the divine things, it is a church, 
m that it hath the ſameall corrupt, it is a corrupt church. 
Thechurch is not taken avvay by corruption, unles it be 
totall (as they ſpeak) vvhich they call deftrution. A cor- 
rauption that is in part doth not take avyay a Church, but 
yveaken it. The Church of Rome hath all things corrupt, 
dut not alcogether: this is notadeſtrucion , but is to bs 
called a corruption of it in parr. 

For ({ to proſecute theſe heads particularly , vyhich vvee 
haue briefly noted in the conſideration of the Church) 
God by the alone preſence of himſelf callin 38 doth lay the 

toundation 
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foundation of the Church,in Chriſt the head thereof. The 
church of Rome addeth another foundation to this Toun- 
dation, and to this head another nevy head { vvhereupon 
it is called papall or popiſh ) vyherein it may likeyviſe reſt, 
Thecalling is to God alone; in the church of Rome there 
is alling to others vvith God, and the calling upon them. 
Here is calling by the ſpirit and Scripture alone, vvhence 
it recciveth the minitterie, & delivereth nothing more,thE 
that vyhich it hath received from the Lord: there it rccei- 
yeth a miniſterie from the ſpirit of Chrilt , & of the Pope, 
from the Scripture, and the ragged traditions of men : here 
finally the perſons, things and ations are caried,according 
ro the doqtrine of the Spirir, & the Scripture cnely : there 
all thingsare taken and exerciſed out of the Popes change- 
able ſhoppe, and at his beck { as they ſay) they ſtand and 
fall. Soall the marks on Gods behalfarc in it - but for it 
ſelf, on it ovvne part { as they ſay ) there 1s no marke intire, 
no marke that is not corrupt by the papall poyſonfull ſor- 
ceric, and the order of all things moſt miſerably perverted. 
For vvhich cauſe in Lyons in France, a certayne Frier did 
merrily preach to the people, vyhen he ſayd the Hugonots 
(forſo they arc called in France ) did conſent vvith the 
church of Rome in all their articles of fayth, but there was 
one ſhreyvd vvord, the vvord Onely, at the crack vyhereof 
vyarre vvas inkindicd, for they belecue onely vyhat the 
rule of fayth hath our of the holie Scriptures : butthe 
church of Rome requireth moreunto tayth then is eyther 
conteyned in the rule of fayth , or in the holie Scriptures, 
becauſe ſuch is the authoritie of the Church. 

Theſe things being vyell underſtood , all men vvill ca- 
ſely perceine hoyy that church, in reſpe&t of God or on 
Gods part, is yet achurch ; but ofit ſcltis moſt corrupt, & 
very nere to deftruQticn. But here doe ati{e tvyo doubts & 
ditticultics, by vvhich the mindes of many are troubled. 
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The firſt doubt is, vyhar vve arc to judge of the membe;; 

of that church : The latter vvhat the dutie of them is yyho 

-arc in that church, and ice the great corruptions thereof 
To the tirit queſtion we anfvver on this manner. 4 

threefold judgment had neede meet together in thi 

cauſe - the tirſt, of truth; the ſecond, ot charitie ; the third 


| 


ot prudence or vviſdome. The judgment of truth is of the! 
common condition of the church, by vyhich vve judge 5! 


the calling of God, that as yet ſhe isa church. "The judge. 
ment of charitic is of the ſeyerall mebers of the church,by 
vyhich we preſume they be members of thechurch, whill 
they are called vvith the calling of God, andarein this wy 
as David calleth it Pſa. 2. The judgement of prudence or 
yviiddome, is that by vyhich vve diſcerne and diſtinguih 
perſons, things and actions divine from humane, good 
ones from cyill, true ones from falſe, and the degrecs of 
theſe allo amongſt themiclues. For as of things & aCtions, 
{o allo of perſons ſome ate corrupting through ignorance 
infirmitic, or malice vyholly, orin part ; others are corty- 
pted, cuen in the {(implicitie of their hearts as the Scripture 
tpeaketh : and of thele therc are a great number, of yyhom 
:r yyere ungodly to eftceme that they yvere not of th: 
church of God. Of ſuch as doe corrupt we muſt take heed, 
41at. 7. ofthe corrupted, vvhoyetare ſtill corruptcd vve 
muſt haue compaſſion. But the Church vercly is not to be 
judged of the manecr of cithcr of theſe.for Chill faith not, 
ye ſhall not knovve the Church, but by rhir frurts of do- 
-trine and life ye ſhall kyowe them, Mat. 7.20, And yvith- 
out doubt, they doe very unyviſely who judge of the truth 
ofa church, by the particular life or doctrine of any men, 
vvho ever they be, eſpecially of private men : for the cal. 
ling of God maketh the church, not the aflenting anſvver 
of the men that are init: ason the other (ide the church 
ccaſcth notto be a church for the refuſal,or denial of men, 
vyhetwc: 
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of the Church of Rome. 111 
vvhereſoever the calling of God is. Noyy ict us come to 
the ſecond demaund. 

VVhat is the dutie of thoſe ( yvilt thou ſay ) that are in 
the Popiſh Church,and ſee the grievous corruptions of it ? 
Theirdutie is ſuch as of thoſe children , vvhich dyvell to- 
gether vvith their adultcrous mother : for God uſed this 
fimilitude in Efaic and Ieremie, as vve haue ſeene before. 
A vviſe ſonne vvill eventrom his heart abhorre the ſinne 
of his mother, he vyill vvith ſpeach and figne call back his 
mother from evil, and he vvill abſtevne himſelf from it: 
and in all things he yyill cleaue 10 his father, he vvill ſtand 
tOhis judgemear, he yvill obey his vvil : and yvhile he can 
by reaſon of his mother, he vvill cleaue unto her,next after 
his father : bur yvhiles by reaſon of her he can not doe it 
vvith good conſcience,tor the ſpirituall and bodily 1njuric 
of her, he vvill betake himſc]f into the chamber of his fat 
ther, vvhere alſo the church is the mother of us all. Gal. #. 
26. Forthis is nota good conſequent, if one depart from 
this or that church, therefore he doth altogether departe 
fromthe church. He but trifles vvhodoth tofrom a parti- 
cular, conclude univerſally. A part of the fleſh if it be di- 
vided or cut aſunder from another part by a vyoundrecei- 
ved, is not ſtraight vvay to be thought to be ſeparate or cut 
oft from the yyhole bodie : for it is cutte aſunder, and the 
mouth of the yvound opencth, but neyther part is therfore 
diſjoyned from the bodie. 'A godly fonne therefore ought 
toclcaue to his father and mother joyntly,ſo long as vvith 
good conſcience he can : but becauſe he cinot vv ith ſound 
fay 'thand conſcience haue felloyiſhip with the unfrutefull 
vvorks of darkenes, Fph. 5, rr. herather leaving his mo- 
ther, cleaveth to God his father , & our Lord leſus Chriſt, 
then that he yvill defile himſelf vv ith thoſe foule deedes of 
his mother. 

And this did our aunecftors religiouſly, yrhom the po- 
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112 LM, Iuxzu Jude ment 
Piſh tyrannie for ſome ages hath exerciſed. The godly 
vihich vyere at Rome, and other vyherc in the church | 
vvhich they call the Roinane church abuſiuely, ticſt lear. 
ned roabhorre cven from their ſoule, the finnes of their 
120ther, yyheR once they began to haue right underſtay. 
dinz;by vyvords and lignes they modeſtly called her back 
Icom her nanghtic deeds, vvhiles ſhe vyould beare them, : 
chey carefully abſteyned themſelues from all communica. | 
tionofevill, yet in all things cleaving to their father, from 
vvhom, in vvhom, by vvhom, & for whomarc all thingy 
tlanding to his judgment , and obeying his vvill : finally 
they did io long cleaue to their mother next after their fa. 
. ther, vyhilit by her they could ſodoe vvith intire fayth and 
conſcience, and their ovvne ſalvation. But vvhen they 
could not longer vvith good fayth and conſcience ſo doe, | 
by rcaton of the violent tyrannie, and the ſpirituall & cox. | 
porall inzurie of their turious mother,then being aſhamed 
with her ſhametulnes & reſting lilent, they berooke them. | 
[clues into their fathers boſome and his inner roome, al. ' 
beit that ſhe purſued them outragiouſ]y : leaſt they being. 
aſhamed of her, ſhould be (ayd to ſhame her, as ſtrumper 
arc utually vyoont todoe. | | 
For which cauſes, l doc humbly beſcech God the Father | 
ot our Lord Icius, that he would both by his ſaving calling 
informe, direct and care for his church , and vvhatſocice 
belongeth to his church,& that he would allo teach eyerie 
one that is in it his truth, and the truth of his church : and 
that he yyvould ſo vyorke, as they vviſely abſteyning from ' 
all cyils, eſpecially from thoſe vyhich the ſonne of perdi 
tion, and author of the apoſtalic hath brought in, and te 
king heed of the ſpirit of lyes, & the efficacic of his crrout, 
they may religiouſly cleaue unto the Father and his good 
things, in eyeric of them, and to their mother next afict 
thefather { or ſo farre as ſhe accordeth vvith the Father): 
that 
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i that increating in his truth, pietie, fayth & loue ther nv) 
<< | - beftovve and emylove a!l their ſtudics ro the editication 
we of the church, the falvation of all, and the glorie of th it 
va our heavenly Father. ec. | 

God the Father and the Lord leſus Chriſt, by that eter 


* -  nall ſpirit of his e:crnall truth, bring to paſle, that the wiles 
« - of Sathan being driven avvay , vve may all grovve dayly in 
* * Chriſt, in the church, and in the truth of Chriſt and the 

Church, and that yve may more and morc contirme one 
F another inlouc untayned, to his gloric and the common 


Y alyation of usall. Are, 

dg Itherto Ir. Innivs. VVith whom agreeth Amar. 
5 | H-- Polanus , noting ſome crrours of Bellarmincs 
t : about Antichriſt) 7 hs Comentarie upon Fech.3 9. 
gd at the ende thereof, pag.733. VVhere he fayth thus, The 
' Meſſiasof the lewes is not Antichriſt, but a falſe Chriit, where. 


: ' astheereat Antichriit,of whom the ScriptureFforetell, ſhall pro- 
| Feſſe himſelf tobea Chriſtian, and under the name of Chy1/t 
y fight againit Chriſt, becauſe he muſt ſitte in the Temple of God, 
2 Thef. 2. 4. inthe Temple ( I ſay ) not Iewiſh or at Ieruſalen:, 
; butChriſtian, that is,3n the Chriſtian Church : as Chryſoft 310 
K ' teacheth, and Theophylatt, Ambroſe, Hilarins Hieromc,7 hes: 
doret, Oecumenius, Auguiline, and T homas Aquinas alſo. Sec 
the teſtimonies ( ſayth he) in our Catholick Symphonte , chap. 
| 23s Theſ. F; : 
' - And Bartholomews Keckermannus, ſpeaking in a tre! 
of his,of the properties of the church, inferreth th:1s there 
upon, and fayth : Now if we examine the Poptth eh 1514 
ding to theſe proprietres , it will appeare that it 1s not aſs? 
Church, but verie corrupt, like as a rotten apple is in deed 17; 1. 
\F ple, but corrupt: & as aman corrupted with the plague is 4 5:11 
but not a ſound man. Keckerman. Preparat. ad ſara 11 
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Anddivers other the like ſayings out of theſe and other 
writers of this :gc might bealledged, but theſe may ſuffice: | 
| ſpecially ſecing \ ve build not our fayth on man , but Onely 
on the vyvord of God. Yet vve thought it not amiſſetg 
ſhevy vyhat others at this daye thinke of this matter : not - 
onely forthe reaſon noted herebefore at the beginning, | 
but becauſe alſo we doubt not, but by this mcancs the light | 
| of thc truth yyill be more cleared, for the better informa. 
| tion of ſuch as loue the truth in {inceritic ; and the follie 
| of others more repreſſed, yvho ( being caryed vvith piaju- 
dice or malicc againſt us ) open their mouthes vvide not | 
onely againſt us, but eyen againſt the truth it ſelf that iste. 
ſRified by us. VVhom vvedelire that even for their ovyne | 
good they yvill be perſyyaded noyy at length better to exa. | 
mine and ponderall the matters aforeſayd, then as yet they | 
hauc done. y 
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as concerne Our publike cſtate, and the forcſayd dr | 
vition ſo much ſpoken of in this book. Novy al. / 
though for the perſonall injuries & reproches abounding | 
in the ſame book, I had thought to haue paſled them ove : 
vvith the Advertiſement formerly giucn thereabout : yet 
| _ Ffecing weunderſtand, that both here & in our oyyne cour- 
| _ treyyveare greatly abuſed about M. Stualey in particular, 
| and ſome matters concerning him , vyhercabout himſelf ! 
| alſo is much traduced : 1 haue therefore thought it not 
amille to inſert ſomewhat herc concerning him more pat- 
| _ ricularly. And this Idoetherather, becauſe that yvhich] 
| doe annexc hereabout, is his ovine Anſyyer,made at our , 
| earneit intreatie) by himſelf, vx ho ſaid that otheryviſe he 
vYYould hauc reſted jn lilence, policſſing his ſoule yvith pa- 
CLEACE 


\ Nd thus haue I hitherto noted doyvne ſuch things, | 
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er cience, and committing the matter to the Lord. And this 
£ ! jt isasfolloyycth. 
) ; 


l . 
* M. STVDLEYS AN. 
| SVVER TO THE ACCVSATIONS AND 


it | objections printed againſt him by Lawne and his 
ol fellowes in the book aforeſaid. 


Vicked man digeeth up evil , and in his lips is 
like burning fire. Prov. 16.27. e Myne enemie 
hath ſharpned his eycs again me. Job. 16. 9. 
They haue opened their mouths upon me , and 

mitten me 0% the cheeke tn reproach : they e4- 
ther thi{ lues tozether againſt me. Tob.16.10. 
All vyhich malicious cariageand unſufferable dealing, \ of 
ſome heretofore, and theſe ſour perſons ( Lawne , Fowler , 
Saunders and Bulward ) novyy lately againſt me alſo, I could 
- have bornein ſilence, and committed my cauſe and their 
| dealingto God, the judge of all mens ations, and the re- 
"' wvrarderofcyeric one, according to their deeds. Yet in 
"| ſomeother reſpec, as heretofore T haue given my anivyer 
3 to others, ſo doc 1 novy here agaync, to ſome f{pecial! 
£1 


things, vvritten by theſe men in reproach of me; And 
namely, to thoſe eight articles, vyhich vvere given fos the 
depoſing of me from office : other particulars ſcattered itn 
| their book belides theſe, I yvill not trouble my felt nor the 
'/ Readerabout them yyithany particular anſyvers to them - 
neyther vvould I with thee, had ihev not ben brought 1:2 

to OUr CONgregation and there handled. And for ought ! 

yet minde, I parpo{c hereaficr, not to make any reply to 

+ f{uchvvickedcariageandraylings of men, but and to rhe 
rules ecclefiaſticall, appointed by Chriſt in his Church , & 


the ordinance of God, vyhuch he hath ſetup in the povver 
| P 5 and 
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and authoritic of Magiſtracie in the common vvealth , ang 


there make mvanſvyer to*vihatſoever men haue againſt | 


me: For vyho that beareth the heart and minde of a man, 


vvould not rather dye by the {word of the Magultrate, then 


tobe (miticn viith the Machivilian tongucs of baſe com. 
panios, whoſe x ile dealings by this odious Cariage of theirs, 
makes as it there v.ere no lay viull authoritic to examine & 
dg the actions of men, by good and ivhoitome Jayyes, 
but as though things vvere left in contulticn, to be ſyyayed 
after the Iutts of cn1 1101s perſons for the Ken Ouring One of 
another. And vyihat unſufferable abulc tliecte men offer 


anto facred thrones by ſuch dilordered courltes of theirs, | © 
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teaue 10 be judged of thoſe that are prudent. And for what. ' 
tocvcrthete men hauc ſpoken and yvritten of me, vvereit / 


no prejudice to the truth I profeſſe, nor to my lelt for hol. 
ding the tame, I would willingly adventure 1nto my owne 
Countric, ( whether ſome ofthete my adverſarics are gone 


and yvhere they printed this their book to call and entreat | 
for layve and juſtice about theſe matters - but things ſtan- } 
ding as they doc ({ vvhich God vyhen he ſceth good can re. ? 


forme | let men in the meane time ride upon my head, by 


UTE 


making book aftcr book to my reproach & infanue , Ill | 
bearc them on my ſhoulders, and repenting of my finnes, ! 


vvith amendement of life, I vvill in fayth and pacience, 
!ooke up to Chriſt my redeemer , the author and finiſher 
&r my fayth, vvho for my ſake and the reſt of his ele, en. 
curedthe croſle, and deſpiſed the ſhame, and is ſet at the 


r1ght hand ofthe throne of God : from vvhence 1 expe *! 
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him, to recciuc me vvith all his intoeternall gloric,andto 


recompence theſe men (except they repent ) vvith thame 
and confuſion, according to their decds. Novy follovyc 
theirarticles, and my antvyer to them. 
For his filthines uſd to his wines daughter , with that moſt 
7:20aly allegation for the defence thereof. &c. 
The 
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AM. Studleys anfr VE. 117 

The firſt part ofthis Article, I did long agoe co:.:cile, & 
alſo by this occalion, I doe here agavynec acknoy lc, TE that 
my behaviour toy vards her, vvas linfull and untecnily, ve 
for ought that ever I did ro her, ( hovyvioever lOme U Rae: 
cicably, and others maliciouty gs V\ritten and 1POKEn | 


vyas farre from carnall copulation. The 1ccond part of 


this article, toucht7 196 1lfeoarron, 1s talle, The auihor of it, 
being novv none of tis, vvas vet {entunto ,vvhenlT vias 
dealt yvithall in publike about 1heie tivngs ) tO COME and 
proue this his acculation : vvhich tne retutcd ſo to doe, it 
ſhould be upon himiclf as ataite charge; and he retuted & 
vvould not come ; vyhich it he had, I could, and{ihrough 
Gods afliſtance | 1 can PrOuC 11 tO be a {Jander. 

For writing a moſt imzodly (ett ACOmtcyu/ing init many wit 
and ungodly ſpeaches, c, ſome of it betti8 17 30h abLominable ver- 
ſc's EF. 

I vyrote to N. three letters: to tyvo of them: he replyed, 
the third yyhich is this here ſpoken ot, heantyvercd not: 
but taking his advantage, at ſome unlayoric vvords, & un- 
vyarrantable {peaches therein, vvhich unadvitedly {lipt tro 
me, being moved ( I conteſle ) vvith the indirect anſyyers 


hegaue to my firit tyyo letters: he taking this advantage, 


made a journcy from- Leyden to Amtiterdam,to deale with 
mc tor it : and (Oo did, himſelt firſt, and then vvith wo wit- 
nefſes; who becaute I vvould not (nor for ought I yet ice 
I evercan ) acknovyledge the vvhole letter to be {clande- 
rous, they brought me to the publike Congregatio, where 
I did acknovy ledge my linnc torall ſuch vv -ords and {pCca- 
ches vvhich was objected to me for eyil in that letter, & al- 
10 for the maner of writing as ] did. And atterthis I wrote 
a fourth letter to him, veric ſhort and brict,, out of which 
he could take no advantage, for then I ſhould toone have 
heard trom him ; nevther is he ablc , as lam pertwaded, 
without di{ady anrageto himiclt, to giuca playne & ditcct 
J1! 11NVG 
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118 CM... Studleys anſmer 
an{wer to it, therefore he is content to burre it un ſilence, * 
And touching thoſe verſes vyhich fo maliciouſly they 
tpc.k of; and vy hich yvere but a fewe ; I haue { for theeyj] | 
in them lavd unto my charge) made my acknovvledomen; 


for the ſame, and that in publike. But as theſe men haue 


ſet them doyvne, with as much odiouſnes as their corrupt + 


affections could afforde, and as others may gather thereby, | | 


I can not {o acknov vledee , vvithout great vvronging of | 
my ſelt: for ſome hauc ben vvith me, vvhoalſoin the like | 
general termes'/as is uſed by theſe dy erfaries) haue ſpoke | 
verie hardly of thoſe verſes. V Vhereupon I asked them, if 
they had ſeen or heard them : they ſayd no, but by there 
port of others. I prayed them tell me vyhar particular evil 
they thought to be in them : they ſhooke the head, & with 
{ighing layd, they thought they vvere filthy vile verſes, [* 
asked agayne, if they thought them vile and filthic, in cur. ; 
ſing, blaſpheming, and {uch like : they ſaydno, but inni.; 
baldrie andunchatt 1 peaches; hereupon Idid repeat them, þ 


and then asked yyhat noyv they thought of them: they de. | 


maunded of me, if they vvere no other then as I had relz.' 
ted ; I told them that ſo they vvere & no other. At which, 
they pauling a yyhile , vvith admiration ſayd , undoubtedy 
then are you exceedinzly abuſe 4. VVhercfore it lyes me ups, 


to be vyarie vyhat anſvver t giue upon gcnerall termes, 


knowing it is no new thing, by wringing the noſe to force | 
out blood, nor touſe and Jouc loto aſcall words that may / 
deftroy ; ; vyherein theſe my four adverſaries, vvith the | 
contriversand compoſers of that their malicious rayling * 
vook, haue ſhe; ved themſelues Sathan like skilfull. VVil. 
ing lamalw:vcstoacknowledge my finne, as it is indeed: ! 
and othery yiiz to doe, iS nev ther pleaſing ro God, norco. 


fort 1torny ovine foul: And 4:13 Lknovye, that the ſub 
jectandgroun, VVRcreiipon my letters vyvith theſe verſe * 


FVCLIC VVIINen, anc. yvherevt lome of themiclues at Ley- 
den, 
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den, haue thus vvrittenalſo, as 1s to be ſecn under their 
their oyvne hangs; 12. that the matters between N, and 
Ms. N,, aye werie waiehtie,and apparantst 15, that eyther he or 
eare in grieveonus iniquitie - therefore I knovveas before I 
hauc ſaid , vvhen theſe matters betweene N, and Ms. N 
arc tryed out, whichare the grond of all my letters to him, 
my vvritings vvill be eyther yvorice cenſured (it io 1t yvcre 
poſſible) then noyy they be, or more favorably conſtrued 
by unpartiall judges, then yet they are. My delirc thenis, 


there yyere an end hereot ; vviiclh till there be, litle lies &. 


knats, may hang faſt in the ſpiders yvebbe, vvhillt great 
flies and vyaſpes breake through and getavvay ; but when 
there is an iſſue of thele things, tiC upp.irant grievors inigqui- 
ticaboue mentioned, vyhich yet iycs ſmothered and hid, 
vvill folloyve after to be found on ſome, as my tinnes a- 
bout the handling of theſe matters haue gone betore and 
ben urged on me. V Vherefore if no other vvill rake in 
hand to finde out in yyho that grievous iniquitie 1s, which 
lyes but betvycen two perſons, vyhat if my felt doe aſſaye 
once agayne to doe it? alyvyaycs proyided { through the 
grace of God ) to take more heed'to my yvords and ſpea- 
ches then heretofore I hane done. V Yhat (I ſay) if thus 
1 doe? yyill any be offended yvyith me, ſecing the truth or 
fal/hood of the reproach ( that about theſe matters lyes 
upon me) can not be rightly knowen, ill theſe things be 
ended. And beſides, the vyoman her ſelf, when ſhe depar- 
ted from Amſterdam, to returne to England, did require 
of me (as before the Lord) not to let theſe matters ret, till 
the truth were found out : alſo ſecing I can ſheyve under 
writing, both of his and hers, touching theleatfaires, more 
Jam perſwaded then any others alſo; 1 ſee not yyhy any 
ſhould miſlike of my purpoſe to haue yet further dealing in 
theſe things. Ifany can ſhewe me ſufficient reaſons vyhy 1 
thould not, Iam yvilling to forbcare ; otherwiſe 1 purpoſe 

| ({ God 


Artic, 4, 


Anſyv, 


Aitlc. 5. 
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( Godatliſting me ) to goe on as I hane fayd, having thoſe. 


reaſons for my round vvhich aboye 1 haue alledecd. 
For teacl tro many wi bed and ungodly ſonecs and rimes un. 
to children, when he kept ſchoole, in itead of catce hiſins the gc. 
V Vhen 1 kepta ſchoole of ſome few tmall children \(q 


ordinaric leſſons cjght tymcs over; beſides inſtructing 4nd 
caechiling them in principles of religion, & allo making 
theny [carne ſome l{entences from the Scripuure vvithout 
book,and not my no,nor vet any)wicked ngodly ſones 
rims, as here is falſely alledged. And one of theſe men 
themiclues repeating one ( and 1 ſuppoſe the vvorſt he 


could) which he ſavd ſome of the childre afhrmed 1 taught, 


them, 1rold him as the truth is, / never heard it till it came 
out of his mouth - the partic yvas Robert Bulvvard. 


For dfclofing the counſel of the Flderſhip to Marie M. aye in 


ſome prrticulars, as we cn pl. rynly proue in time and place, oe, 


This being falle, as it is, they vvill never finde timeand ; 


place to proue it. 

For his many liſcivious attempts , to 4 young mayd now of 
late, with his beaſtly behaviour, to intice her to ſatiſfie h1s own. 
luſt, unmeet to be named, &c. 

For my evill cariage to that mayde ( about tyvo yeeres 
ſince) 1confefle to my owne ſhame, that 7 haue done foo. 
liſhly once, yca ty viſe : but 7truit, through Gods grace, ! 
ſhall never doc ſo agune : .vet as thele enimics , both here 
and elſewhere in their book hane ſet it dov: NC, it is a talſe 


1p cak the trnth ) I comonly taught them day by daye their | 


* Liſter ern os 


calumniation ; for { ſpeaking of it with (orrovyeand grief 


of heart, and unfaynedly repentingforir) 7 doc acknow- 
ledge, that though my behaviour to her yvas bad & unſet- 
ly, yetnot vvith : any intention of theaQ, as theſe men 1n- 


timate, neyther ſpake 7 ſo much as one unchaſt yyord to 


herat anytime. That yvhich 7 did, and onely intendedto 
doc, vyas clapping hez one!y. Therefore as 7 haue often 
{poKCn, 
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ſpoken, and here novy (crit under my hand,as the truth is? 
by any thing that ever I did unto her, I knoyve nor vyyhe- 
ther ſhe be male or female : And concerning the act it ſelt, 
this I ſay further , vyhich all the world could not compel! 
me'to ſpeak, neyther vvould I hauc 1ta preſident, that any 
ſould be preſſed to doe the like, { no not any of theſe my 
four 2dverfaries, leaſt ſome of them who knoyve vyhat 1 
fay, ſhould fall into a greater ſinne then theact it felt): tor 
that vyliich here Lutter, it is of my ovvne accord, vyhich I 
need not to doe, yet I doc it, andthisitis; That inall my 
life ro this pretent daye, I hauc not knovven any vyoman, 
young nor old, marycd yvife, vvidowe, nor mayde, fauc 
onely my lavyfull vyiues ( having had two ) and not them 
neythcr, tull I vyas lavvtully maryed tothem : nor toany 
other had I eycr thought or word, in that reſpect : and tor 
the truth hereof, I take the Lord to vvitnes, vvho onely 
knovycth the heart, and will bring the waie of the wicked 
upon his head, and juſtifie the righteous, to giue him ac- 
cording to his rightcouſnes. Let theſe men novyv , and all 
others, vvho hauc eyther vvritten or ſpoken herein, moſt 
unjuſtly, knovve they ſhall giue account for the ſamggain- 
lefle God giuc them repentance, vyhich I deſire may, be 
giuen, to my greatelt adverſaries. Moreover, whereas here 
they infinuate, and in other places of their book haue 1po- 
ken more playnly, of the diſcovering of my nakeanes, and the 
maydes ſeeing it ; Iteſtifie, it is more then 1 can ſay for cer- 
taync, vvyherher ſhe did ſec me orno; but contidering how 


our houſes ſtood, vvith the vyvindowes & doores one over 


againſt the other, & knowing in what caſe, my (clt ſoumc- 
time by occalion wasin my ovvne houſe, it mought bz 
ſhe did 1o ſee me, & it mought be othervviſe : yet torany 
word or decd, that paſſed from me to her, / could ( were it 
not for the circumſtances aforcſayd ) direly affirme, ſhe 
gever (0 ſaw mc. But notwithſtanding all thisI hauc ſaid, 


Q_ I doc 


FIC, G. 
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I doe yet freely confefſe,that what was wanting in me, to ' 
lauc had more heed & care unto my elf, for the ay oyding 
of her or any other ſo 10 haue ſcene me, was my great 
tranſgreſLcn, pray ing God to forgiue me i ,as all other my 
{1nnes yyhailocyer. 

7 here were broaght frxteenc articles evainft him, to prout the | 
FOROUT OF 1 ous fe of hic life to be pertiall, wherof two were proved, | 


c> .chnontedged by him, and the reſidue of ſxteenc were +] | 


ſed in generall, Exc. 

T here were fifreene perſons, that faQiouſly had tt ej; | 
mectings ſundrie times, toconſal and plot againtt me, de. 
termining vvith andamong themclucs, to haue diſmifi 
me fro my office. Here wasa beginning to trcad the path. 
vvaie unto popular governmer, the veric baine toall good 
orderin church and.comon yveale : and for the groundof 
their proccedingagarmnſt me, they framed fourtecu( (nor fx. 
teexte as theſe men-untruly fay ) matters againſt me,ſome of : 
ſeven yecres 01d, others of Iſle time, fone of them exther | 

endcd in the church, or paſt by of the church, and othey, | 


of them private matrers, never dealt in by any mile : which | 
carmig&@aud dealing of theirs, being obteryed , and for the ) 


turiher findrng out of their evil herein, it vvas demannded 
Of t'em, yvho vvere the authors of theſe them mecrings, 
and hovy often, and where they met,vvhict hey refuſing 
fo ſherve, vrere therefore, and for theſe theiy mecrings & 
cv1l cariage in thefe marters, rebuked by the church,& they 
vvilled thar had any thing againſt me; rodenle-rvith me by 
order & rule ; vvhich yet they neverdid : One of the there 
vvas(vvho linceis departed this lifeyrhat came unto me & 


acknoyviedged his fault, aftirming thar himſelf had no- 


thing again(t ine, but was drawen by the reſt, onely to gue 
his contcur to their proceedings, vvhich he the more wil- 
lingly yeelded unto, having (as he manifeſted ) 2fpleener 
gainit me : yyhich he laid, ſome of theſe men knoyving, 

did by 


[ as 
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did by urging the fame, worke 1p0 him to doe that he did :: 
.and he (aid morcover, thatit a ſcholar had reproved him as 
I did{ vvhich vyas of unſound dofrine of ſomevyhat he 
ſpakec in publike) he could vvell haue borne 1t, but I that 
vvas NOAc, tO reprouc him that vvas one,this made hum to 
tomake me, vvhich he confetiled yvas evill in him, and 16 
ſayd he (as now he playnely favy \ vvas the dealing of thote 
men toyvards me, vvhich he perceived to be rather ot ma- 
lice,then any juſt cauſe they had againſt me. Further, whe 
theſe men vyere rebuked, & willed to deale vvith me as1s 
aforelaid,l prayed thE to give me a copiec of the things they 
had framed againſt me, promifing, tat vihenlkhad conli- 
dcred of them, it 1 ſavve any thing in vyhich 1 had otten- 
ded, I vyouldtreel y of\my (elf acknovyledge the ſame : but 
this vyhich yyas ſo reaſonable a requeſt, I could never get 
of them - vyhich playnly ſhevyes both the evill dealing of 
the refufers thus to doe, & the falſehood of theſe men, who 
hauc prinicd that two of the matters brought againit me , were 
proved & acknowledged by me , & the rejtin general mancr 1 
cofeſſed : That yvhich I conteſled, vyvas onely this here tol- 
lovving ; There vvas one particular about Iudith Shas.'c: 
vhich they prefled as hard againſt me, as1heir hatred was 
tovvards me, vvhich vyastV the uttermottot their power, 
& I as vvellas | could, ftood for my ovvnedetence, & thus, 
much time, and many vyords being ſpent, one of the b.c- 


thren ſpake co this cttect, 72, that a ma mought be fava te © 


be partiall, cyther by being notable io judyc or diicerneo a. 
nghtihecauſe he handleth,& focrre in the ſentence he v1- 
veth : Or being well able to judge of a ma'ter, yet through 
negligence, & not uſing that care &4Ugence to learch 117) 


4tas he ought, the maantcr 5s ſhur up with ctharuncy al. 


jndgment, vvhich othervviie vyould norſo have ben : To 
vvinch-Lanſyvered to this efiet; That if the vyord partrul/ 
{ for to getthis-vvord.trom me was: now-all their ſtrife | 

Q. 1 Would 
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would in any of thoſc reſpeQs,latiſfy the, I would not ſi5d | 


to juſtitic my (elf, but that in ſuch regard I mought be par. 
tiall. Hereupon, my acculers vvere quiet, and relted jn this 
my acknovyledzment ; and no other,nor othervviſe, were 


_— 


any of their fourteen articles eyther proved by thE or con. : 
felled by me. There vyas allo an exhortation, giuen to my : 


ſelf by the Paſtor, that 1 ſhould rake heed to the office, 
which I had received in the Lord, to fulfill it, exc. And this 
js the veric ſume & cftc of the handling of theſe matters, 
and the endand ifſue whereunto they were brought - & by 


which maner ofending them, myadyerfaries had more fa. 


your then they were worthy , & my lelt ſuſteyn greater re. 


proach then in theſe things I hauedeſerved : but it 3s partof , 


my manifold croſſes wherwith the Lord hath Exerciſed me 
in this vyorld, and I will beareit. And thus having made 
my anſwer to this {ixt article in their book objeQed, I leaue 


to indifferent judges, to weigh how falfely & enviouſly 


theſc four men haue dealt with me alſo herein. 


Alſo, at the ſame time,it was proved,that he tooke part with | 


Isd:ith Holder in knowen euvill, &+c. 
this article, being like the former, thar is, falſe and 
malicious, proveth theſe men to partake vyith Sathan, & by 
him to'be ſer on worke to lye fclander & caltniate, accor- 
ding to hisand their owneevill diſpoſitions. 
. For counſeling Marie May to lye with her husband before 
they were maryed, Oc. 

Theſe turbulent & outragious perſons, have take coun- 
ſel of Machivel,to diſgrace men, by clamours reproaching, 
knoyving that fuch things, 'being once caſt upon men, 
though never fo falſe, and by never fo yile creatures , yet 
vvillever after, leaue ſome blot & ſtayne behinde them; 
therfore hane they alſo in this their eight 6 laſt article, be- 
ſprinckled me with the poyſon of aſps under their tou gUes, 
by falſely laundering me herein, as the Lord knowen, 
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And theſc unconſionalc mcn cannot be ignorant, hoyy 
the vioman her ſclt hath in our publike congtegaiuon , at- 
a: mcd, 1 ne\er gauc her that counſel-betides Ciement San. 
ders, (ii notallihereſt of them) doth knowe tor certaine, 
tha: another of the Elders with my telt brought herto the 
Church, for her tranſgretling 11 that action. 

And now that thele my deadly adverfaries haue ſhewed 
their malice again{t me to the full , as their deieſtable and 
abhominable book ( ſo eſteemed & ſpoken of by many ) 
doth proclame unto the world: let them nor thinke, but 
that themſelues are ſuch, vvhoſc {jinnes ate with & before 
the Lord, the alſeeing God, and molt juit judge : to whom 
for all their wicked ſpeakings 1 lcaue them cyther for mer- 
cie Or for judgement, accorving, to his good wil & pleature. 
And touching all &everic one of the particujars both litle 
and great, vvith their long & lothiſome copariſon between 
me & another, y\gefewith they haue reproached me in 
thcir book, they are cyther mere lyes, or falſcly related,or 
vvickedly perverted, & not one of them otherwiſe - ſaue. 
onely thoſe my {innes, which I hauc in this my anſwer c0- 
feſſed. V Vhich ſinnes of mine, as I knovve & amGred, 
the Lord hath forgiven, ſodoeI humbly befcech all thoſe 
to whole cares the offence of my ſinnes paſt are come, that 
they alſo yvould forgiue me, as themſclues doe expect in 
fay _ tO be pardoned of God, for all their ſinnes and tret- 
Palles. 


B:efied is the man that j udgeth wifcly of the poor : the Lord ſhall 
dclrver them in the time of trouble ; &c.. Pſul, 41. 1. &c. 
Daniel Studley. 
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Studleys anſwer, drawe by himieif. By vvhich thou 
mayelt perceiue the ungodly dealing of theſe men 
Q 11 againit 


2 To ( Chriſtian Reader ) I haue ſhewed thee 2. 
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againſt him. As for others among us, yyrhony thevhane 
alfo abuſcd in like fort, ſee the Inquirie and Anſwer of T hy. 


and other the like, aS are nere NOVy pritited 22aine, Ang 


I 
£ 


mis lVhites book, viho publithed divers ot the tame thing; | 


 vohat ſhould 1 doe then repeating the ſame & like an{wers | 
tothe tame or like objections ? ſerngallo Thomas V Vhite ! 


vyas {vo plainly convinced of tclander & bad dealing there. 
in,as he could never atier open his mouth to reply or dit. 
p:ouc the antwer gi\cn: Yetti: cle men vvould make the 
\yorld beleeue, that he had ſufficiently arſwered the Matt 
by his atturaey, cf broueht proof of the thines by witneſſes & de. 
poſutronr before the Maziftyates, 5, tor vihich himſclt vyas ne. 
ierabic roſtand & reply againe after the antvyer atorcſaid 
vas publithed. 

And therefore whereas they infert here (pag. 26.07 27.) 
certayne things extracted out of IWhrtes book : thou art to 
knovvec that theyare thc veric things,, for vvhich ſome ot 
us ſoabulcd, did bung him before the Maziftrares for ju. 
ſtice : by vrhom how he was rebuke 1s as vvell knoyven 
cOUs, as it iS unto all tha; he was lett unpuniihed & unpro- 
ſequaahi othervvite then he delerved. And vykeic they 
bring out a court roule { 1s they fav )ihat the rudgoes rare 4c 


fault for nat appearite daatnit Francis lohnion and Henric 


Ainſworth, ad m regar id tnercof dijcharoed the 9ppaſant of 
the Arreſt done O04 his perſ 'B, CONdemilin 7 the Arr: "FS 141 COSf; 
and chars ofthe ſuit. 5c. lam atatniy informed by ike 
parties Me retivies here {( nam Cy \. lohnſon mms 
If Ainſworth)that they never arretted Th .1} bite. & fo ney- 


->. 
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ther vyerc nor could be concnewd 11 colts & charges of "the + 


{fuir. And that ſuck others of us as did indced arrett & bring 
tum for juſtice before the Magiitrates ( a<1s aforeſaid) bt 
never hear of bring condemacd 1 mn coi; cf charoes, atorc they 
ſawe it in this printed book. By vyluch fu ich as are vvilc 

vill obſerte the dealing & carriage oftheſe things. Y Vhich 
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vye league unto God: omitting to ſpeak vyhat vve could 
further of theſe & 0cher matters in this book of theirs, 

Thus ( genile Reader ) I haue giuen thee this advertife- 
meit concerning the book aforctaid, vvhich my ſeif & o- 
thers of us thougnt good at this time to be done. VV hich 
we vvould not Rage thee ſo take it, aSit We WOLh (111 Lou)1- 
lovy ſuch pertons vithanſyveraticr aulvver, aSHOVY VIC 
haue done the 1ccond time. V Ve mult remember both 
thoic Proverbs of Salomon, vi ich he hath, Prot'.26.4.5 
one for arſwer:ine, andan other for v0 2 froring © as 1 no- 
cd here beſlage incdl c begimutng.; | 

Ney ther let any that Joucihe truth be mo!) C: 1or diſcon- 
raged yvit h the contumelies,oppolrions,or 0::er perſccu- 
tions that vveor other the people of OO! 1 are 1 ſubject 
unto. It tuch reproachtull courſes thous have bei taken 
2gainit lacobs familie, again. the peop!e of lracl, againit 
the Churches of Corinth, Galatia, & others heretoture or 
at this dave, vrhar volumes & jnvectines might be yyritien 
and ipread over the viorld ftiom agetoage: Andif finnes 
and tinners of all ſorts, ſhould not tall out and be tound 1n 
the Church, vi hy appointed God ſuch layics and puniſh- 
ments for tinners in lirael , & vihvy hath he giv en centures 
to his church itill to be had and continued theiein from 
ume to time? Finally, if vvhen mcn haue ſinned , neither 
tne repentance of :he peni:ent, nor the centures upon the 
Impenient ſhall be regarded or refted in, but that both the 
perſons and churches that are carefull fo to vvalk ſhall be 
thus abuſed, betiges all the lyes & tclanders annexed with 
all.; vyhar may vve'thinke, but thar vive kauc to deale with 
beaſts rather then men, or vvith C hams, Doees, Schemeas, 
Rabſh, thees, $invallats, and the like. And vohat can ſuch 
look for if they repent not, bur that | as Peter layd) they 
ſhall urrerly periſh in their ovvnecorrup:ion : and { as Da- 
vidſayd) that God vvill take & pluck them out of the Ta- 

bernaclc 
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bernacle, and roote them out of the land of the living 2 $e. 
lah. 2 Pet. 2, r2#P[al.5-.5+ | | 

The Lord our God the God of gloric & father of mercie 
work all our things to his praiſe & furtherance of his truth, 
make us partakers of his grace & mercie in Chriſt; turne al 
the enmitieandcarling of men into a favour and bleſling 
upon us; increaſe 1nus the knovvledge & obedience of his 
vvill in all godlines; ſtrengthen us in & for his truth unto 
theend; & after yve haue fuftcred herea vyhile, bring us 
ro his heavenly reſt & kingdome for ever. Amer. 


1T10410. 
Tor this cauſe vve both labour & ſuttcr reproach , becauſe vve ecruſt in 
the living God,vvho ls the Saviour of all men, ſpccally 
of tholc that bc lecuc. 
T4008. 1.12. 
Bleffed is the man thar indureth tentation : for vyhen he is tryed, he 
{hall receinc the crovvne of bite, vw hich the Lord hath 
proinifed to them that ivue him, 
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Pag.r7.l.1r.rcad Othervvhere. & /. 24. i all other plz. 


Les of the book, where there 75 / each of the printcd copic of the © 
edtviſton , underſtand oz put m | 


Articles or Objedtions about t 
the margent , Lavvnes diſcoverie of ſchiſme, pag. 79.&c. 
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